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7 Happy Birthday 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL THE 
BIRTHDAYS IN THE MONTH OF 
ADAR!!  

6 Maintaining Our Excitement 
“M’SHENICHNAS ADAR MARBIM 
B’SIMCHA” WE HEAR IT EVERY YEAR, 
BUT WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

11 Yud Alef Nissan! 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO GIVE 
SOMEONE A GIFT? 

16 GET INVOLVED! 
YUD ALEF NISSAN IS HERE, AND AS 
CHASSIDIM WE KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT TO DO! 

12 Song Sheet Tester 
“A BINDER I NOTICE, STOWED AWAY 
WITH CARE. IT SEEMS LIKE IT CON-
TAINED A SECRET...” 

10 Behind The Picture 
GYYR INTERVIEWS CONTINUES 
WITH A BRAND NEW SEGMANT 
CALLED “BEHIND THE PICTURE” 

5 Story Time! 
WHO EVER THOUGH THAT SIMPLE 
SOUND OF A GRAGGER MADE BY 
YANKEL WOULD SAVE THE TOWN!? 

19 Gyyr Interviews 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN BESSER, 
GRESSER AND A SPECIAL GUEST 
COME FOR AN INTERVIEW 

Der Rebbe Red’t Tzu Kinder 
WE HAVE TO BE HAPPY NOT ONLY 
BY PURIM BUT EVEN BEFORE PU-
RIM! 

G: Hey, Besser. You wanna hear a 
joke backward? 

B: Sure! Who wouldn’t?? 

G: OK, start laughing… 

 
"When we enter [the month of] Adar we add 
in happiness." 

 
Simple words, yet so deep.  

We teach this line to kids from when 
they are a very young age. We make 
it part of them;  they sing the song, 
dance the dance and live the life.  

 
But what's the actual meaning of 
these words? 

You see, some people think to them-
selves, “ Why should I be happy? Do I 
have any special reason?” 

You missed the whole point! 

How can you not be happy?  

You’re a Chossid of the Rebbe, you’re 
learning Rambam every day and doing 
so many beautiful Mitzvos! 

Adar is a good time to reflect on this 
idea.  
Now, I don't want to keep you in 
suspense, but to find out more, you 
may just have to read Besser's favor-
ite column... Yup! "Maintaining our 
Excitement!"  

 

Besser N' Gresser 
 ב שבט תש"פ“כ 

 שבעים שנה לנשיאות כ"ק אדמו"ר

PEEK INSIDE: 

3 Letters To The Editor 
LETTERS OF ‘APPRECIATION’ TO 
THE EDITORS (BESSER N’ GRESSER) 
APRECIATING THEM... 

18 Game Page  
ENJOY PLAYING A CAMP THEMED 
CUSTOM MADE “ZOOMED UP”! 

15 What Do Staff Do After Camp? 
I WONDER WHAT THEY DO? I 
GUESS I’LL JUST HAVE TO CHECK 
THIS PAGE OUT... 

14 Gresser Sleeps... 
GRESSER IS A PRETTY INTERESTING 
GUY, BUT HIS DIARY TAKES IT TO 
THE NEXT LEVEL! 

13 First Day In Review 
RE-EXPERIENCE CAMP WITH SOME 
PICTURE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FIRST 
DAY! 



 

ON THE COVER: 

We have this interesting custom in camp where on the first day the 
busses always go to the wrong side and then we have to walk for 
“like an hour” (7 minutes according to Besser’s GPS) to the main 
side! So here we see the whole camp doing this walk along side the 
iconic camp lake! See more first day pictures on page 13! 

Hey Besser! 

I still don't believe that the “letter to the 

editors” is real! 

Even that picture of the sandwich in the 

sock drawer is fake! 

I know it’s a real sock drawer because I 

see socks and I know it’s a real sand-

wich because I see lettuce but I also 

know its fake and its probably just a 

break out! 

Ok, can you please send a more real 

proof? 

 

Dear whatever your name is… 

Yes I can send a better proof! 

- Besser 

Hey Besser and Gresser, 

Guess what? 

- Levi. 
 

Dear levi, 

I’m not sure? 

I can assume that what you want to tell is 

something along the lines of: 

“thank you guys so much for the gan yisroel 

year-round, I love reading it and I show it 

to all my friends” 

Then I would assume that you also want to 

tell us this: 

“you remember that hachanah program you 

did for yud shevat” 

To which I would respond: “yes!” 

You would then say: “well, I did it! and I 

liked it so super much!” 

To which I would say: “great job!” and then: 

“thank you!” 

- Besser n’ gresser  

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 

SEND YOUR LETTERS TO CHOSIDEL@GMAIL.COM TO BE FEATURED HERE! 



 

יום טוב איז אין אלגעמיין א פרייליכער און מזל'דיקער 
טאג פאר אלע אידן, בפרט פורים וואס דעמאלט איז די 

שמחה גאר א גרויסע, נאך גרעסער ווי די שמחה פון 
אלע אנדערע ימים טובים, גרויסער אפילו פון דער 
שמחה פון חג הסוכות )וואס ווערט אנגערופן "זמן 

"חייב איניש לבסומי שמחתנו"(, ווי די חז"ל זאגן אז 
די שמחה פון פורים האט ניט  - בפוריא עד דלא ידע"

 קיין גרעניץ.

וואס דערפאר איז אויך דער מנהג ביי אידן, אז מען 
מען  -מאכט פורים פארשידינע פארשטעלונגען 

פארשטעלט זיך און מען טוט אן "מאסקעס" און דאס 
ווייל די שמחה פון פורים האט ניט קיין גרעניץ,   -גלייכן 

: זי "ברעכט" די "פורץ גדרים"ובמילא איז זי 
 באגרענצונגן און געוויינטלעכע איינגעשטעלטע סדרים.

דערפון איז פארשטאנדיק, אז אויך די צוגרייטונג צו 
פורים דארף זיין דורכגענומען מיט שמחה, און וואס מער 
מען איז מוסיף איז דער לעבעדיקייט און שמחה אין דער 

צוגרייטונג צו פורים, אלץ מער איז די ליכטיקייט און 
 שמחה פון די ימי הפורים וואס קומען דערנאך.

און פונקט ווי מען דארף האבן שמחה ביי זיך אליין, אזוי 
דארף מען משפיע זיין ליכטיקייט און שמחה אויף אלע 

"ליהודים היתה קינדער ארום זיך, און זיי דערציילין אז 
"שמחה זה יום און  "אורה זו תורה" - אורה ושמחה"

אז ביי  - "כן תהי' לנו"און אזוי אויך בזמן הזה,  - טוב"
 יעדער אידן איז פאראן אורה און שמחה.

און פון דער שמחה איז מען זוכה בקרוב זיך צו פרייען 
מיט משיח צדקנו, אין דער שמחה פון דער גאולה 

האמיתית והשלימה דורך משיח צדקנו, במהרה בימינו 
 ממש.

FREE TRANSLATION:  

All Yomim Tovim are very happy and lucky for 
all Yidden, especially Purim which the Simcha 
is far greater than any other Yom-Tov. Even 
greater than Sukkos (which is called "the time 
of our Simcha") - the Simcha of Purim simply 
has no limitations, as the Chazal say חייב איניש
 .לבסומי בפוריא עד דלא ידע

Therefore it is also the Minhag of Yidden that 
we do different "performances" on Purim like 
we wear masks for example, and this is ok be-
cause it's Purim and Purim has no limitations, 
it's a day where we don't follow the regular re-
strictions and orders. 

It is therefore understood that the preparation 
for Purim also has to be B'Simcha, and the 
more we add in the preparation for Purim the 
greater the Simcha will be when we come to 
Purim. 

And besides for just being B'Simcha by your-
self you also have to make all the children 
around you B'Simcha, and you should tell them 
that it says ליהודים היתה אורה ושמחה (“the 
Yidden had light and joy") "light" means Torah 
and "joy" means Yom Tov. And it says  'כן תהי
 so should be for us”, this means that all - לנו
Yidden have this light and happiness. 

and with this Simcha, we will be Zoche to the 
ultimate Simcha of the Geulah speedily in our 
days! 

 ש תשד"מ(“י' אד -די גרויסע שמחה פון פורים )י"ב אדר תשמ"ב, מ"ה 
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A PURIM STORY 

GRAGGER 

By: Rabbi Nissan Mindel 

Since this is a story about a gragger, it is of course 

a Purim story. 

One Purim many, many years ago, in the little town of 

Vardik, in far-off Russia, everyone was very sad and 

worried. Instead of looking forward to the excitement 

of purim, they were afraid that their entire Jewish 

community would be destroyed. It almost seemed like 

the times of the first Purim - that's how great the dan-

ger was. 

The son of the great powerful Czar 

had gone hunting in the woods with 

a group of friends. They had lost 

their way and by chance arrived in 

the town of Vardik. All the people 

were excited to have this distin-

guished visitor in their midst. They 

gave him the finest room in the local 

inn, the finest food, and delicious 

cakes. 

The next day, the prince suddenly became very ill and 

was unable to return home. Messengers were sent to 

the Czar to report the bad news. In a very short time, 

the Czar and several important ministers arrived in 

Vardik. 

They had brought several doctors with them who im-

mediately began to examine the prince. Each one tried 

to cure him, but none was successful. The prince was 

moaning in pain. His face was flushed, and he was 

burning with fever. Most of the time he slept. He re-

fused all food and drink. His very life was in danger. 

And then one of the ministers said that it was the fault 

of the Jews that the prince was sick, because they gave 

him bad food. This was of course ridiculous and un-

true, but everyone was so worried about the sickness 

of the prince that they believed him. Unfortunately, 

many times in history, when there was any kind of 

trouble, evil men placed the blame on innocent Jews. 

And so the Jews of Vardik were very frightened, for 

they knew that their lives might be in danger. 

On the day before Purim, two notices were put on 

trees. They said that if the prince did not recover by 

the end of the next day, all the Jews in Vardik would 

be held responsible. Also, since the prince was very 

weak, everyone had to be very quiet. 

But the Megillah had to be read. The Jews 

gathered silently in the little shul on the 

main street, right near the inn where the 

prince lay gravely ill. Everyone in shul was 

told to sit absolutely still, for the Rabbi 

would read in a soft, low voice. The chil-

dren had been told to leave their graggers 

home, for the notice had requested si-

lence.  

The fathers looked very serious and sad. 

The mothers in the women's section were 

crying. There was no feeling of Purim in 

the air, that's for sure. 

Suddenly, there was an awful noise. The name of Ham-

an had been read, and little Yaakov was swinging his 

gragger with all his might. Happily, with a big smile on 

his face, he was swinging that gragger. 

Everyone became very frightened. The Rabbi contin-

ued reading. People were shaking their heads. They 

made signs to Yaakov that he must be quiet. One man 

wanted to take the gragger away from him, but Yaakov 

would not even let him touch it. Everyone was afraid 

that Yaakov would scream and make a lot of noise if 

forced to give up his gragger. So he was allowed to 

keep it. No one could tell him to stop using the grag-

ger, for during the reading of the Megillah it is forbid-

den to speak. They were hoping that Yaakov would 

understand and put the gragger away. 

The windows to the prince's room were open to let in 

some fresh air. Gathered 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 7 
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Maintaining Our Excitement: Keeping Up the Work  

OK OK OK... everybody calm down! All you 
need to do is think about it!... 

On Purim the Yidden were at their lowest 
point ever! We were so spiritually low. Yet, 
even during this low, low time, we were still 
connected to Hashem! 

Hey, Yankel? You had a bad day? Don't you re-
alize? Even when we're hav-
ing a bad day Hashem is with 
us, we are always connected! 

How can you be in a bad 
mood when you are connect-
ed to Hashem?! 

Chevreh! Adar is here! Let's 
be happy! So let's use our 
happiness to strengthen our 

connection with the Rebbe! 

Even when you are feeling a little bit down 
you must always remember that the Rebbe 
loves you and that will surely make you hap-
py! 

Hey! 

That's just like the song! 

"A father so loving, always there, concerned 
for me. A shepherd who guides me, tending to 
his precious sheep. Our Nossi, his care breaks 
through all boundaries. Great affection is dis-
played for everyone to see." 

We can utilize this happiness and this realiza-
tion so much! Especially now when we’re 
standing only a month away from Yud Alef 
Nissan! 

I don't know about you, but I think Yankel has 
a big and wide smile on his face by now! Being 
happy is relatable and contagious share the 
light this Adar with your friends and family! 

L’chaim! 

One rainy morning, Yankel was woken up by 
his mother with only 25 minutes left until 
the beginning of school.  

He washed Neggel Vasser, brushed his teeth, 
rushed down the stairs and burst into the 
kitchen. He grabbed his favorite type of cere-
al out of the pantry and tried to pour himself 
a bowl - only to find that the 
box is completely empty! He 
finally settled for another 
type of cereal... only to find 
that they’re out of milk! This 
day just isn't going well.  
He spent the next 10 minutes 
looking for a clean shirt for 
school and was left with only 
10 minutes to jump into the 
car and rush to school. 

As he walked into the classroom, his Rebbe 
was in the middle of telling the class that 
“we’re only a few days away from Chodesh 
Adar”, and, as everybody knows - 
"M'shenichnas Adar Marbim B'simcha". 

Yankel stood there and listened, but he just 
couldn't relate to it: How is it possible to be 
happy after such a crazy morning?! 
Yankel is now questioning this whole idea. 

Are we forcing unhappy people to be happy? 
In other words does "M'shenichnas Adar 
Marbim B'Simcha" mean that no matter how 
I'm feeling, once Adar comes I have to be 
happy?! 

Chossidlach! 

Being in Adar doesn't mean that we’re hap-
py because we're a few days closer to Pesach 
where we can eat Shmaltz and Yapchik 
(that's only for Gresser - see "Gresser Sleeps 
4). 



 

2 Adar Benny Feder (bunk 9) 

3 Adar Dovid Bialostock (bunk 9) 

3 Adar Bentzion Azimov (bunk 8) 

3 Adar Mendy Schapiro (bunk 5) 

4 Adar LG Michel Blotner  

6 Adar Levitche Lazaroff (bunk 7) 

8 Adar Counselor DovBer Goldman  

10 Adar F.O.M.O. Meir Lazaroff 

11 Adar Mendel Schwey (bunk 5) 

12 Adar Mechachem Greenberg (bunk 9) 

12 Adar HW Berel Sasonkin 

13 Adar LT Yoseph Katz 

13 Adar Mendel Gancz (bunk 6) 

14 Adar Leibel Shmotkin (bunk 1)  

17 Adar Mendel Susman (bunk 1) 

17 Adar Yehuda Srugo (bunk 3) 

17 Adar Berel Levertov (bunk 6) 

26 Adar CM Mendel Mann 

27 Adar AD Yosef Glaser 

27 Adar B.O.M.O. Berel Marsow 

on behalf of the entire Gan Yisroel 

the administration of ‘Gan Yisroel 

Year-Round’ would like to express 

our congratulations to the fol-

lowing campers and staff who are 

celebrating their Birth-days in 

the month of ADAR! 

Look in the back of the journal 

for their phone numbers and call 

them to personally wish them a 

Mazel Tov! 

around his bed were the 

ministers, the doctors 

and the Czar. There was total silence in the room. The prince 

was pale and weak. He had no strength left. His eyes were 

closed and he seemed not even to be breathing. 

What was that? Who dared to break the rule of silence? All 

the people in the room ran to the window to see who the 

guilty one was. The next moment they jumped in fright, for 

they heard a voice behind them asking for some water. 

There was the prince, sitting up in bed, wide awake. "What 

a exciting noise I hear! What is it? Please bring me some wa-

ter. I have never been so thirsty in my whole life. Hurry, 

please. I feel so dry." The noise of the gragger had awakened 

the prince. 

In a few days he was well, and the whole company returned 

in peace to the palace. The Jews in the town were saved, and 

they had the happiest Purim day you could ever imagine. 

Yaakov was the hero of the day. People hugged him and 

kissed him. They gave him so much nosh that he had enough 

to eat till Pesach. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

A MAJOR MAZEL TOV TO ALL THOSE WHO 
WERE INVOLVED IN THE GRAND GYYR HA-

CHANA PROGRAM!  

ESPECIALLY OUR RAFFLE WINNERS! 

WEEK ONE: Mendel Hein & Kehos Litvin! 

WEEK TWO: Mendel Shwei & Levik Zwibel! 

WEEK THREE: Shloime Susman & Mendel Zaklikovsky!  

WEEK FOUR: Zalman Hecht & Chezzy Deren! 

RAND RAFFLE: Meir Shemtov! 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE AMAZING 

PRORAMS WITH MORE AMAZING OP-

PURTUNITIES TO WIN AMAZING PRIZ-

ES!!! GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 



 

RIDDLE CORNER 

 
Where in Davening do you say 24 words in a row that end with 

the letter "Chof?" 

Last Months answer: Rashi's father!  
Send your answer to 248-346-6693 to be featured in the next magazine 
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SOMETHING WE DO 

EVERY DAY AFTER 

LUNCH 

________________ 

WELL, ITS PART OF 

SOMETING WHICH 

STANDS AGAINST THE SKY 
 

________________ 

BEFORE BREAKFAST 

WE FIRST HAVE TO DO 

THIS 

________________ 

AFTER BREAKFAST THEN 

COMES THE BEST PART 

OF THE DAY 

________________ 

WIN SHABBOS COMPE-

TITION AND GO WITH 

YOUR WHOLE BUNK 

________________ 

IF YOU’RE THE BEST 

SHABBOS CAMPER YOU 

GET TO HOLD THE 
 

________________ 

MY FAVORITE 

BEVOWACK SUPPER IS 

NON OTHER THEN 

________________ 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST 

THE FIRST TRIP OF 

GAN YISROEL  

________________ 

SEND IN YOUR RESULTS  

TO GET A SPECIAL SHOUT-OUT FROM THE TEAM OF  

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND  



 

THEINTERVIEWS 

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 

What happens when Besser, Gresser and a special guest come together to get 

interviewed in the GYYR studio? 

(Due to some technical difficulties, the Cho-
sidel Tree was not able to make it back for 
the second interview. He suggested that we 
get KM Chmoul Lashkar instead, but he 
couldn't make it either.- Ed.) 
  
Ok, thank you guys for coming back. I 
know last time was a bit rough, but there 
are many more questions our readers 
would like to ask. 
Ahem.  
What is your favorite time of the day in 
camp? 
  
Besser: Any time of the day that I get to 
announce something on the PA. 
Gresser: The first learning class of 
course! That’s when canteen starts making 
breakfast... 
  
What was your favorite trip we did in 
camp? 
  
Besser: My favorite trip was when we 
went all the way to a mountain sliding 
place... to eat breakfast! 
Gresser: I don’t know what my favorite one 
was, but I can definitely tell you what my 
worst trip was! It’s one I made not once, but 
twice a day: When I had to walk all the way 
up the hill... 
  
If there was one thing from camp that you 
can hold onto for the entire year, what 
would it be? 
  
Besser: For sure the ability to write a 
magazine every month just like we did in 
camp. I would call my magazine something 
along the lines of "Gan Yisroel for the whole 
Year-Round", but then I would probably 
shorten the name a drop because that's a 

very long name... 
Gresser: Can I choose more than one 
thing? 
Interviewer: The question was about one 
thing specifically... 
Gresser: I know, but I have a few things 
in mind! 
Interviewer: Ok, fine. If you can take a few 
things, what would they be? 
Gresser: Oooh... I don't know, that's a 
tough question... I think I’ll pass on this one. 
  
Okay now… moving right along: What's 
your idea of a perfect day in camp? 
  
Besser: I’ll let Gresser go first on this one. 
Gresser: Wow, Besser! That ’s the nicest 
thing you ever did to me! I mean, it’s like 
even nicer than that time you pushed me off 
my chair and whacked a bug smacker on me 
for 10 minutes because I had a mosquito on 
my neck!  
Basically, I believe I have already spoken 
about this in my very famous article 
"Gresser Sleeps" (chapter one), but I’ll re-
peat it again for the benefit of our readers. 
Well, it was -  
Besser: Ok, ok. That’s enough speaking for 
now, Gresser’l. Ahem. So you want to hear 
about a perfect day in camp, eh? Well, I 
guess you can say it would be playing 
tetherball on the roof of the A-frame while 
simultaneously drinking a cooler of red Kool-
Aid and a yellow pitcher of.. ummmmm.. 
uhhhhhh….. Diet Coke. Yup, that’s it. Diet 
Coke. 
Oh oh oh! And then I would wash it down 
with a few slices of Chmouel’s Famous Piz-
za.  
 
Oh wow! It looks like the Chosidel Tree 
decided to show up just in time for the 



 

last question! 
Ok. Let me just see what the question 
is…. Oh. This is awkward… 
 
Chosidel Tree: Let’s go, let’s go; I don’t 
have all day. Just say it!  
 
Ok, but don't say I didn’t warn you... 
There are so many different types of 
trees in camp with different names and 
purposes. Which tree is your favorite? 
 
Chossidel Tree: This is awkward. I think 
I’ll leave for this question. Get it? Like, leave 
and leaf sound the same...? 

Gresser: For sure the pizza tree next to 
the pool-barn. I hung out there all the time! 
It’s one of the only trees in the vicinity which 
provides enough shade to cover me, as well 
as being an excellent source of sustenance. 
Chossidel Tree: I heard that! 
Besser: Ok, look. This is a rather person-
al question. But if I had to, I would obviously 
say the RC Tree - because that's where 
Chassidim are made! 
 
Wow! What a way to end off! Thank you 
so much for your precious time, and we 
will finish this conversation soon! Stay 
tuned... 
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BEHIND THE PICTURE 

This guy in the middle of Besser N’ Gresser is a very special person to our hearts 
and to the hearts of the entire Gan Yisroel! His name is Shnuer Bergstein but in 

“THE LOOP” we call him Zesser! He also designed the whole journal, but we love 
him for the company he gave us for the last week of camp when “THE LOOP” is 

very, very busy! - thank you Shnuer! 

NEW! 



 
GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 

YUD ALEF NISSAN 
Presence or Presents! 

Mendel worriedly told his 
mother that he had just re-
membered about next 
week…  

She smiled and assured him 
that everything is okay; there 
is nothing to worry about. 
The present was already 
bought and is all wrapped up, 
waiting on the dining room 
table until Yitzy’s birthday 
party next week.  

You see, Yitzy is Mendel’s 
closest friend, going all the 
way back to when they both 
started preschool together! 

Relieved, Mendel went back 
to the Beis Hamikdash model 
and his dreams… 

Wait a minute, what just hap-
pened here? Yitzy may be a 
very close friend of Mendel, 
but just because Yitzy is cele-
brating his birthday means 
that Mendel needs to give him 
a present? 

Maybe we should take a step 
back for a moment: 

In general: What is a gift? 
What does a gift represent? 
Why does someone give a gift 
to a good friend at his Sim-
cha? I mean, isn’t a simple 
“Mazel Tov!” or ”Happy Birth-
day!” enough? 

But the truth is, even if some-
times it may not seem like it, 
a gift isn't just about buying 
something for someone that 

”Oh my! I don’t believe it!”  

Mendel had been sprawled out 
on the floor of his bedroom, busy 
placing the finishing touches on 
the Beis Hamikdash model that 
he had been working on for the 
past 3 weeks. The Torah Fair was 
only one week away, and he was 
hoping that his project would at 
least win second place in his 
class, or maybe even second 
place from the whole school…  

Mendel smiled to himself as he 
worked, totally oblivious to any-
thing around him while he lost 
himself in his fantasies, dreaming 
about next week’s fair…   

Next week? Next week?! Oyyyyy! 
I totally forgot!” 

As if bitten by a mosquito, he 
dropped whatever he was doing 
and dashed out of the room, al-
most crashing into Sara in the 
hallway. After mumbling a quick 
apology to his flustered sister, he 
raced down the hallway, almost 
tripping over his baby sister. He 
took the stairs two at a time, trip-
ping on Yossi’s tetherball in the 
process (“Why in the world do I 
even see a tetherball in this place 
- are we still in camp or some-
thing?”).  

He ran around the house, franti-
cally looking for his mother. He 
burst into the kitchen and 
heaved a huge sigh of relief when 
he found her concentrating on 
the daily Sefer HaMitzvos using 
the ‘My Rambam’ that Chaim had 
brought home from camp.  

he wouldn't have bought himself. 

Rather, it is a gesture which rep-
resents so much more!  

Giving someone a gift is telling 
him that he matters so much to 
you, that you even went out 
of  your way to do something nice 
for him! It shows whomever you 
love, how much they actually 
mean to you.  

But when buying a present for 
someone, you have to be careful.  

For example, when it comes to 
your friend, then a cool gadget, a 
brand new board game, or maybe 
even just a set of kugelach would 
work, depending who he is. But if 
you give a gift to your mother, she 
would probably way rather a new 
set of pots and pans over a new 
basketball.  

The point is, different people ap-
preciate different things, and to 
show them that you love them, 
you gotta give them what they 
like.  

Obviously, at the same time, you 
can only give what you can af-
ford.  

By now you’re probably wonder-
ing where I’m going with all of 
this, so let me explain.  

You see, the main focus in a Chos-
sid’s life is his Hiskashrus to the 
Rebbe. In everything a Chossid 
does, he first asks himself: How 
will this affect my connection to 
the Rebbe? 



 

TEAM ANASHIM 

ALMA-MATTER 
 

A binder I noticed, stowed away with care 
it seems like it contained a secret, what could be 
in there? 
Looking through the papers, a treasure I find 
letters that have guided him, my father through 
his life 

Sholom Uvrocho, the Rebbe’s Havtacha 
encouraging and validating,  
oh, my heart starts aching 
blessings for a Simcha, resolving a dilemma 
the tears start to form in my eyes 

Father is so lucky that he has received 
personal attention, clear to be seen 
but all I see is darkness  
how can I really know 
I wish that such attention to me would be shown 
 
Sitting near my father he looks deep in thought 
I wonder what is he thinking, what is going on 
then all of  a sudden he turns to face me 
“my son you should know that I'm jealous of  
you” 

The letters you write, how you pour out your 
heart 
in front of  your Rebbe like a soldier you stand 
learning Rambam each day, as the Rebbe taught 
you 
with dedication Mivtzoyim you do 

My son, my dear son, you’re so young and so 
pure 
the deep connection you have with the Nosi Ha-
dor 
your unwavering devotion, your Pshitus is gold 
I wish that such Peshitus would be found in my 
soul 

12 And only then does he make his decision. 

So when a special day on the Rebbe's calendar 
arrives, a Chossid obviously gets excited and 
does what he can to be ready for the auspi-
cious day. 

 And this all because a Chossid cares deeply 
about his Rebbe. And what better way to show 
how you care than with a gift! 

Yes. I'm talking about Yud Alef Nissan. Yud Alef 
Nissan - the Rebbe’s birthday - is a time when 
we all bring the Rebbe a birthday present.  

Now, a gift from a Chossid to a Rebbe isn't just 
a regular gift that you would give to a friend or 
family member. 

As we mentioned earlier, a true present is 
when the one who receives it appreciates the 
gift. So we have to think: What does the Rebbe 
want? 

Therefore, in honor of Yud Alef Nissan (which 
by the way is coming very soon!), every single 
Chosidel must take a moment of his time and 
really contemplate: What is the best gift that I 
can come to Yud Alef Nissan with? 

What is something which I can “afford”, so to 
speak; something which is within the capabili-
ties and talents that Hashem has granted me 
with?  

Speak to your father, speak to your counselor - 
maybe an older brother - and find something 
nice to do… and get it done.  

And, as we spoke about many times in previ-
ous issues: In Yiddishkeit, we are constantly 
moving.  There is no time to waste. 

Why, it was just last month when we finished 
our Hachanos for Yud Shevat - 70 Years (!), 
and now, we need to start preparing for Yud 
Alef Nissan!!  

(So, maybe now you can answer the question: 
Is it enough just to be present, or do you also 
have to give a present?) 

Check out the back page to find out more! 



 

ARRIVAL 
“Lake valley road, lake valley 
road” X 200 
We arrived in camp and 
finally smelled the air of  
Admas Kodesh after a full 10 
moths away! 
As usual we started off with 
some games snacks and 
catching up with friends! (and 
we can’t forget our head 
counselors for the day; Besser 
and Gresser!) 

FIRST DAY DIARY: BY A CAMPER 

As we turn the corner, I am shaken off my slumber with the chanting of “Lake Valley road! Lake Valley road!" I can tell that 

we are close to our destination: a fun and exciting camp where we will be greeted with smiling staff that will help us make 

our beds and unpack. 

Well that was true, sort of: You see, we were taken off the bus by chanting staff and happy campers. But we were then 

brought to the camp shul, where we had a very ‘welcoming’ speech. Something more like “I pity the camper!” or “you will 

regret it!” but all bad was sent away when our counselors came running into the shul inside a suitcase (!) to bring us to our 

bunkhouse.  

After we came up the hill, I thought “ok, let’s get our bag”. But low and behold, we cannot find any sign of my bag (that is 

WE, me and my counselor). We looked all over the baseball field, until we realized that the suitcase didn’t even leave the 

bus….  

To make a long story short: we found the bag in the bus, and we even got a refund for the sloppy work, wondering where 

the money is going. Gotta go, good night. 

THE SPEECH 

Then, Besser announced 
that its time to walk to the 
REAL side of camp for the 
very scary (“I'm not even 
scared”) head counselor 
speech… (we all liked 
Besser N’ Gresser as HC’s 
better…) 
“whatever I was really 
really not scared” - Gresser 

PROGRAM 
We were then told our 
bunks and then we BROKE 
OUT the counselors! And 
off we were to the hill for 
the traumatic experience of 
not being to find your 
suitcase. 
“I think it was black when 
my mother packed it, but 
maybe it was blue” - 
Gresser 



 

THE DIARIES 
A GLIMPSE IN THE LIFE OF THE ONE AND ONLY GRESSER 

Previously in Gresser Sleeps: Gresser is very excited to see mosquitos whom he loves so dearly. But 

then gets stuck in the shul then he gets stuck without milchigs ice cream...  

Hey! What's up? It’s Besser here, and it looks like I 

lost Gresser I haven't seen him in, like, 45 minutes, 

and I'm beginning to get really nervous.  You see, 

Gresser doesn't like Pareve ice cream, and last time 

I saw him he was only eating the cones and sprin-

kles. I'm not sure how much longer he can go on 

like this! 

Also, Pesach is just around the corner. What should 

I do ? 

Oh, wait! You won’t believe it! I just 

found Gresser; he was just in the kitch-

en cooking up some scrambled sprin-

kles, and french cones for breakfast 

Ahhh, good old’ Gresser. Ha! 

Ok, now with that out of the way, we 

need to get ready for Pesach. And for 

that, I present to you my good, trust-

ed and most dearest friend, Gresser, 

Gresser, it’s all yours.  

What?! It’s all mine? You serious? Really? Like, you 

mean everything? I mean, is it really - Oh. Besser! 

Why didn’t you tell me that everyone is listening?  

Hey guys! Guess what? It’s me, Gresser! I'm back! 

So, basically as I was mopping between my toes in 

honor of Pesach, I found some leftover cheese that 

I left there to age from last year (!) (which reminds 

me: I really should conduct these cleaning sessions 

more than once a year; maybe twice a year, but no 

more than that!), which, if we’re really desperate, 

could probably last us for eight days. But as I was 

vacuuming my nose, it suddenly dawned upon me 

that we have no Pesach food in this Chametz ice 

cream forest!  

But then Besser opened up the pantry, and we found 

a leftover Yapchik from last year, and in the back of 

the fridge, we found some peelers and potatoes! 

That’s not all: In the freezer, we found Shmurah 

Matzah and we then found Bubby's Pesach chicken 

soup in the living room! Wow! So it looked like we 

were all set for Pesach…  

And that's when we realized that we were missing 

the most important thing of all: SHMALTZ! 

After thinking and concentrating hard on the crisis 

we were facing, we became so stressed out that 

without even realizing it, we ate all the soup, 

Yapchik and potatoes! Oy! (The cheese I decid-

ed to leave in between my toes till next year. 

Besides, we were fleishig.) It then hit us like a 

ripe cantaloupe on a rainy day that it’s only 

Adar, and we have a long time till Pesach. So 

we ate the Matzah also. (Obviously, it was not 

within thirty days of Pesach. you see? We 

know our stuff.) 

But the problem was that now we were crav-

ing Shmaltz, and there is a famous line said by 

many great Jews that goes like this: When you 

crave Shmaltz, you eat Shmaltz - so we didn't know 

what to do. 

After discussing the issue for quite some time (so 

long that even the pizza got cold!), we decided to set 

out and find our friend the mosquito and he'll help 

us find the Shmaltz! 

(For those who are keeping track of the story: Yes, I 

did say that I caught our friend the mosquito from 

Lubavitch city, but it turns out that  I missed! HA! 

Hello?? Why aren’t you laughing? It's actually quite 

funny: He tricked me and pretended that I caught 

him, but then he got up and bit me right in my arm! 

OUCH.) 

We wandered around, got lost, found our way, and 

The cheese I 

decided to 

leave in be-

tween my 

toes till next 

year. Besides, 

we were 

fleishig.) 

14 



 GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 

I wonder what my staff do after camp… 

LEVI KATZ A.K.A. BESSER OF THE 
LOOP BY HIS UPSHERNISH 

CLASSIC: CHOSIDEL ADMIN LEVI 
SHEMTOV SWIMS IN IS CLOTING! 

SOME STAFF DISCUSSING THE TOPIC OF 
KIDUSHIN (THIS YEARS MESECHTA!) 

HEAD LIFE GUARD SHEA SHMOTKIN 
GETTING TESTED TO BE A RABBI! 

TWO STAFF MEMBERS DISCUSSIN SOME 
CHASSIDIC CONCEPT...  

GRESSER AND RABBI SHLOMA ZARCHI 
TAKIN THE ELEVATOR TOGETHER 

then finally got lost again.  

To make a story out of nothing... you won’t believe 

where we found him!   

So I won’t say.  

Anyways, our little friend told us what to do, and we 

did exactly as he said.  

Well, our journey had originally started off on a good 

foot, but then it switched to my bad foot.  And that's 

when it started getting reaaally hard... So we called a 

golf cart taxi and he gave us a ride. I held on to the 

left tire, but Besser sat on the roof. When the roof 

cracked in half, he decided to sit in the back seat. Lol! 

I mean, whoever heard of sitting on a seat? 

Finally, we made it to the Kool-Aid pool and lo and be-

hold: It was filled to the top with fresh, delicious, 

scrumptious and mouth-watering SHMALTZ! 

But that's only enough Shmaltz to make one good 

pot of bubby Pesach chicken soup! 

But a miracle happened and the soup lasted for 8 

hours long! That's the longest time a soup ever last-

ed in THE LOOP! 

After slurping up the last few drops, of our Pesachdik 

soup I realized that it’s only 3 days before Pesach 

and we don't have any SHMALTZ to make a Gezunte 

Yapchik! 

All of a sudden, out of nowhere, when the whole en-

tire world least expected it, at that one moment 

when you would never guess something was gonna 

happen, at the exact second that felt so crazy and 

surprising that it’s worth stopping the story just to 

keep up the curiosity…  

MY STOMACH STARTED TO HURT ME!  

It's almost Pesach - what should I DO?! 

MAYBE (IF YOU BEHAVE) TO BE CONTINUED..... 



 

PART 2 OF THE MATANAH WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN THE 

NISSAN EDITION OF GYYR! 

STAY TUNED…. 

AS STATED ON PAGE 11, GYYR WILL OBVIOUSLY BE JOINING 

FORCES TO GIVE THE REBBE A SPECIAL MATANAH KLOLIS FOR 

YUD ALEF NISSAN! 

 

THE FIRST STEP TO THE MATANAH IS: 

AND SEND IT TO 305-984-3277 
 


