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EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome back to another amazing issue of Gan Yisroel Year-Round!  

It’s Sivan! You know what that means… its the month of Torah! We’ll talk more 
about that later but now we have an important question to discuss. 

So many people have asked: what does "Maintaining Our Excitement" mean? The 
usual answer is that you have to read the articles to know… 

Well if you are caught up in the magazines, you might remember in the first edi-
tion of GYYR (Tishrei) the first article which was titled "Maintaining Our Excite-
ment" started off with a question: "as you are still wearing your Gan Yisroel Yar-
mulkes you may be wondering: what will I do when my mommy buys me a brand 
new Yomtov Yarmulke?" 

It's a funny joke but it's also a perfect example of what the "Maintaining Our Ex-
citement" is all about: 

It doesn't mean to hold on to your Yarmulke, (but for the Record Besser is the only 
person who did not take off his Gan Yisroel Yarmulke from the first day and count-
ing!) The Yarmulke is not the "excitement", the excitement is the passion that Gan 
Yisroel gave you in whatever that is. 

It's not something physical that you can physically "Maintain" it is something 
that's Maintained already! it's spiritual. 

But "Maintaining Our Excitement" means to tap in (that's our favorite inspiration-
al words: "tap in") to this maintenance! 

So if you feel like your not maintaining your excitement don’t get nervous. It’s ok, 
the excitement is in you already, all you need to do is tap in! again this means 
something else for every person.  

I hope you enjoy reading the "Maintaining Our Excitement" as much as we enjoy 
writing them for you guys! 

 

Besser N’ Gresser 
פ“ח סיון תש“כ  

ע“ר זי“ק אדמו“שבעים שנה לנשיאות כ  
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 אנכי ה' אלקיך )י' סיון תשמ"ב( 

מ'האט שוין גערעדט פיל מאל אז אפילו קליינע קינדער זאלן 
קומען אין שול הערן ווי מען לייענט די עשרת הדברות, און 

אויך זיך צו צוהערן, איינהערן און ארייננעמען אין זיך אט 
 דאס וואס מ'לייענט אין די עשרת הדברות.

די עשרת הדברות הויבן זיך גלייך אן מיט: "אנכי ה' אלקיך 
ט וואס האט -אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים" )איך בין דיין ג

 דיר ארויסגענומען פון ארץ מצרים(.

צום אלעם ערשטן זאגט דער אויבערשטער צו יעדער אידן, 
אריינגערעכנט אידישע קינדער און ספעציעל קינדער פון 

 "צבאות השם":

 ט, דיין שטארקייט!-"אנכי ה' אלקיך" איך בין דיין ג

"אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים": איך אליין האב דיר  -און 
 ארויסגענומען פון גלות, פון ארץ מצרים.

דאס איז אויך אן אנווייזונגען פאר יעדער אידן אויף אלע 
 צייטן.

א איד קען דאך ביי זיך פרעגן: מיט וואס פאר א כח קען מען 
איבערקומען דעם גלות און צוגרייטן זיך אויף אויפנעמען 

 משיח'ן, "נאו"?

ענפערט די תורה, אז דער אויבערשטער אליין האט זיך 
פארנומען מיט ארויסנעמען די אידן פון מצרים, און וויבאלד 

"בכל דור ודור חייב אדם לראות את עצמו כאילו הוא יצא 
)היום( ממצרים" )אין יעדער דור דארף דארף א איד זיך 

איז  -באטראכטן אז ער אליין דייט ארויס היינט פון מצרים( 
דאך זיכער, אז אויך איצט, וועט דער אויבערשטער אליין, 

טשיף" פון "צבאות השם", -אין-דער "קאמענדער
ארויסנעמען יעדערן פון אונז צוזאמען מיטן גאנצן אידישן 

 פאלק פון גלות.

We've spoken on many occasions how 
even small children should come to Shul 
to hear the Aseres Hadibros and see how 
it's read to incorporate what we read in 
the Aseres Hadibros into their lives. 

The Aseres Hadibros begins with 'אנכי ה
 I am) אלקיך אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים 
Hashem your g-d who took you out of 
Mitzrayim.) Hashem starts by telling all 
the Yidden and the children especially: 

"I am Hashem your G-d": your strength! 

"I took you out of Mitzrayim": I myself 
took you out of Galus, Eretz Mitzrayim. 

This is also a lesson for every single Yid 
at all times: 

A Yid can ask himself: with what 
strength can we overcome this Galus 
and bring Moshiach now? 

The Torah answers that Hashem himself 
took the Yidden out of Mitzrayim, and 
since בכל דור ודור חייב אדם לראות את עצמו כאילו
 in every generation a) הוא יצא )היום( ממצרים
person must believe that Hashem took 
him out of Mitzrayim) - we are sure that 
also now, Hashem himself, the Com-
mander in Chief of Tzivos Hashem will 
take the entire Jewish nation out of Ga-
lus!  



Maintaining Our Excitement: Nissan Stuff 

home) but this year we never went home. We 
stayed in camp for the whole year! 

So when you go to camp in the future you 
must remember that this is not a one month 
program that you leave. As we wrote in the 
"Get In The Loop" (remember those?!) We 

don't come home, we go 
home. Which means we take 
camp with us. 

Just to leave off with a story: 
Levi Shemtov, Chosidel Admin 
and GYYR activist was on his 
way home from camp and he 
was obviously traveling with 
his new Gan Yisroel bag 

which had a big Gan Yisroel 
logo on it. We are talking about 

the large Gan Yisroel duffle bag from 5778 and 
Levi was having a hard time fitting the bag in 
the overhead bin on the plane (see picture). A 
large man with a shaven head and a big leath-
er jacket standing behind him on the plane 
helped Levi put his bag in the overhead bin, 
afterward, the man smiled from ear to ear and 
said: "it’s been a long time since I’ve been in 
Gan Izzy, but I still remember those times!". 

Here we have a random guy, he seems to be 
the furthest thing from a Gan Yisroel, but he is 
reminiscing the good times he had at his local 
Gan Izzy. 

The Rebbe didn't open up a sleep away camp, 
the Rebbe started a family. A family that's un-
breakable! 

So dear Chosidels as Gresser and I sit here 
writing the final words of this strong and in-
spiring article, we can't help but cry and cry 
and cry… 

Gan Yisroel will last your entire life so don't 
let it go! L'chaim Chosidels! 

With camp around the corner, some Cho-
sidels might be trying to decide what color 
laundry bag they need or who they think 
their counselor will be, etc. 

Others however, might think to themselves I 
went to camp last year and the year before 
(and maybe even the year be-
fore) but what's the point? Is 
there anything new I will gain 
or learn this year? What's 
even the point of camp?! 

Sure, I'll have a great time 
with my friends and my 
mother already put 20 dollars 
in the canteen and I remem-
ber the head counselor when 
he was a counselor of bunk Vov 
so he hopefully remembers me and he's gon-
na favor me obviously… But we all know 
that's not what camp is about. 

I hope nobody actually has these thoughts in 
their mind :). But once we are on the topic… 

This year showed us something special, it's 
been 11 months since the start of camp in 
5779, yet you're reading this article right 
now! 

Whoever thought that Besser N' Greaser 
would last this long, they're not even that 
funny! (Are they?)  

But this shows us that camp really is "Year-
Round" which doesn't mean that we just 
read a magazine, because if you're reading 
this magazine then you're not just reading 
the magazine your part of something bigger! 

Your part of a family. The hardest part of 
camp is going back home (not because we 
don't like home, rather because camp is also 

Picture of the Bag in the overhead bin, 
which reminded a Yid of his time in CGI! 

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 



Shabbos Parshas Naso, Yud Beis Sivan 5751 
was a direct continuation of Shavous with 
most of the guests still around 770. 

The Farbrengen that day was very Lebidik, 
the Rebbe said three Sichos followed by 
Mincha, everything was nor-
mal. 

(A little later..) The time was 
3:55 p.m. when the crowd at 
770 slowly dispersed. Some 
headed  

home for the Shabbos meal, while others re-
mained to hear chazzarah of the sichos that 
were just spoken; and yet a third group 
headed out to conduct Shabbos gatherings 
at shuls in the neighboring areas. 

All in all, with this it seemed that the Sha-
vuos festivities of this year had concluded. 
There had been a farbrengen on Shabbos-
Erev Yom Tov; a short Sicha outside 770 
said to the tahalucha participants upon 
their return on the second night of Yom 
Tov; a regular Yom Tov farbrengen on the 
second day, with kos shel bracha distribu-
tion, afterward lasting until 2:00 a.m.; dur-
ing the week there was a yechidus klolis for 
the guests that spent Shavuos with the 
Rebbe, and now we just ended the post-
Shavuos Shabbos farbrengen.  

This should have drawn to close all the Sha-

vuos related events for this year.  

Or so we thought… Due to the large number 
of guests present, maariv was scheduled to 
take place in the large shul downstairs, as 
opposed to in the small upstairs zal, where 

it was normally held on Motzoei 
Shabbos. As the afternoon pro-
gressed, some people started to 
gather in 770 to learn, participate 
in the seder niggunim led each 
week by Rabbi Nochum Kaplan, 
or simply to be in 770.  

The atmosphere was subdued, as people 
calmly went about minding their own busi-
ness; nobody anticipated what was about to 
happen. 

At 8:05 p.m. the Rebbe suddenly appeared 
alone - without any of the mazkirim - at the 
door in the back of the shul, holding his sid-
dur in his right hand, and a silver-colored 
kvort filled with water along with a pink 
towel in his left hand.  

The estimated 50 people who were present 
at the time watched in amazement as the 
Rebbe walked towards the aron kodesh.  

After recovering from the initial shock of 
the scene, they began following the Rebbe 
until he reached the bleachers - still stand-
ing from the afternoon farbrengen - which 
blocked his path to the aron kodesh. The 



bochurim hurried over and hastily moved 
them to the side, allowing the Rebbe to 
pass and reach the platform where he da-
vens. Placing the kvort on the bima, the 
Rebbe requested that a shissel be brought 
so he could wash his hands before the 
shkiah. Chants were suddenly heard from 
all over, “A shissel! A shissel!”  

The Rebbe waited as Reb Avrohom 
Holtzberg ran to bring the large coffee urn, 
(usually used to 
serve coffee to the 
Chassidim before 
the Rebbe’s far-
brengen every 
Shabbos). Rem-
nants of coffee 
spilled all over the 
floor as Reb 
Avrohom pushed 
his way through the 
crowd until he reached the Rebbe.  

The Rebbe’s chair was brought over and 
placed on the floor next to the platform. As 
none of the mazkirim were present when 
the Rebbe appeared, Rabbi Levi Garelik 
hurried to his father-in-law’s house, Rabbi 
Binyomin Klein - who lives a few doors 
down from 770 - and notified him of the 
surprise.  

All the while, the Rebbe continually wiped 
his hands with the towel until Rabbi Klein 
appeared at the scene and handed a challah 
to the Rebbe. The Rebbe made Hamotzi, 
tearing the challah into two, and then - 
with a slight smile on his face - 'dipped’ one 
piece into the other.  

The Rebbe then told Rabbi Klein that he 
wishes to sit on the platform so that the 
crowd will be able to see him better.  

So after the Rebbe stood up and walked up 
the stairs, the chair was immediately situat-
ed on top of the bima in the corner, facing 
the crowd. The Rebbe sat down, balancing 
his siddur on top of the banister. The posi-
tion in which the Rebbe sat was totally un-
precedented; the Rebbe sat in his chair di-
rectly facing the crowd with no table be-
tween them. 

The tenseness in the air was almost palpa-
ble. No one knew 
what to expect af-
ter such an unusual 
appearance. 

The Farbrengen 
started with Bnei 
Heichala and 
quickly excelled. 
Word began to 
spread that the 
Rebbe is farbreng-

ing and 770 started to fill up.  

The Rebbe said three Sichos and sang all 
the Rebbeim's Niggunim.  

The Farbrengen was followed by Kos Shell 
Bracha which by that time the room was 
quite packed. 

After the amazing events everyone had just 
experienced, the atmosphere was under-
standably electrified, and all agreed that 
this totally unprecedented and completely 
unusual farbrengen was definitely one of 
the more “heavenly” ones ever experienced.  

While we may not know how the process 
of geulah will work, we do know that when 
it happens - speedily in our days - it will 
surely be a most unexpected surprise, ush-
ering in the most incredible “heavenly” ex-
perience in history. This farbrengen was a 
taste of that. 

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 



theinterviews 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU STUFF THREE STAFF MEMBERS INTO A CLOSET AND ASK 

THEM WILD QUESTIONS? 

Due to popular request the Gan Yisroel Year-Round journalist team sat down with some 
Devotecated™ staff members to talk about their experience in Machaneh Gan Yisroel 

throughout the years! 

We sat with F.O.M.O director and GYYR activist Levi Katz, Chosidel activist and top rating 
counselor Shneur Deren and Old time staff member Mendel Vogel (with some guest en-

trances by Chosidel Admin, GYYR activist, former Head Counselor, Learning teacher, coun-
selor and admin of the administration committee Levi Shemtov WB) 

Here are the results: 

How long to date have you been in Gan 

Yisroel, Lubavitch city Michigan? 

 

Levi Katz: 5 years as a camper and entering 

my 4th year of staffing! 

Shneur Deren: 6 years as a camper Kay"h 

and I'm about to start my 

third amazing year as a staff 

member! I'm so excited I 

can't wait! Looking forward 

to Chosidel also! 

Mendel Vogel: let's just say I 

was your learning teacher... 

Levi Shemtov WB: my first 

year was in 5763 as a camper 

I went until BMD in 5768 

and I couldn't bare being 

away from Gan Yisroel for 

too long! I managed to 

squeeze my way back in 5772 as a staff 

member and Boruch Hashem I haven't left 

Gan Yisroel since and I never plan on leav-

ing Gan Yisroel! (sadly I couldn't stay for 

the summers of 74-75) 

 

What's your first memory of camp that 

comes to mind? (think way back to when 

you were a camper) 

 

Levi Katz: actually funny story: I started off 

my Gan Yisroel career in Florida where I am 

from. I was there for 2 sum-

mers with my best friend from 

home and we were very big 

trouble makers. Let's just say 

the head counselors mention us 

in their speech till this day! (No 

joke). After the director asked 

my father to find a different 

camp to send me too my father 

sent me to Detroit. So my first 

Impression was not great but 

my second Impression was awe-

some! 

Shneur Deren: I don't really remember. I 

didn't have such a traumatic experience I 

had my older brothers there to have my 

back and my twin brother Meir at my side! 

Mendel Vogel: mosquitos! So many mosqui-

tos! I can't see! Where are my hands? I don't 



see them! The mosquitos! 

 

What is your greatest memory you can 

share with us of your experience in camp? 

 

Levi Katz: probably the last day of my first 

year in camp. And before you start having 

bad thoughts I mean that's my best memory 

because that was the first time I understood 

what Gan Yisroel means to me and it was 

then that I decided to share my inspiration 

with the world!  

Shneur Deren: I remember the launch of the 

RC tree. That really had a big impression on 

me. It was at that moment where I decide 

that one day I would run a top notch 

Mivtza in Gan Yisroel exceeding all previous 

Mivtzas! 

Levi Shemtov WB: in 

5773 when I was a Mish-

nayos Ba'al Peh director 

(and btw all MBP direc-

tors make it big in Gan 

Yisroel. Just look at our 

dear director Rabbi 

Bentzion Shemtov!) They 

also let me act as a janitor in the staff play; 

it was a great experience working with Levi 

Plotkin and Mendel Hertz. Real Giants of 

our time. 

 

Wow, very moving memories from all of 

you. Our next question is if you can go 

back in time and fix one thing about your 

Gan Yisroel experience, what would it be? 

 

Levi Katz: my second year in camp my team 

made it all the way to the championships 

but we lost in hockey because the other 

team took a slapshot to win the game. The 

ref wasn't interested in continuing so he ig-

nored the slapshot even though everybody    

 

saw it. If I can go back in time I would set 

up a video camera to prove that they cheat-

ed. 

Shneur Deren: absolutely nothing! Actually... 

Mendel Vogel: I go back in time all the 

time. I find it very relaxing to go back to 

the early ayins before there was electricity… 

 

Where does your future lie in Gan Yisroel? 

 

Levi Katz: I think I will hold the position of 

Vice Chairman of Gan Yisroel Year-Round. 

Shneur Deren: in Gan Yisroel there is no fu-

ture or past there is only the present. So 

let's focus on the present and make it a bet-

ter present! 

Mendel Vogel: future? 

What year are we in 

now? I've lost track. 

Levi Shemtov WB: I made 

it very clear previously 

that Gan Yisroel is for 

life. 

 

This interview is too inspirational. I hope 

everybody will be able to handle it. Any last 

words? 

 

Levi Katz: never forget Gan Yisroel because 

Gan Yisroel never forgets you. And if you 

think you accidentally forgot Gan Yisroel, 

you didn't, it's always there in your heart! 

Shneur Deren: Levi, you took the words 

right out of my mouth! 

Mendel Vogel: be happy because being sad 

is depressing. 

Levi Shemtov WB: I'm sorry I have to go 

now. 

 

Thank you all for joining us today. This was 

truly an interview to remember! GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 



We all remember that historic moment we were Zoche to be take part 

in this past summer! 

Yes! I'm talking about the grand Chosidel orchard! 

Well, I'm sure you have been wondering how our dear orchard is doing, we 

were too! So we sent our dear friend and GYYR activist Wade Hakadosh to 

check on it! Here is the results... 

BONUS: 

THE POOL 



A new page in Hafatzas Hamaayonos Chutza 

1 Sivan M.M. Cashman (bunk 8) 
2 Sivan Yale Spalter (bunk 3) 
4 Sivan Mendel Hein (bunk 4) 
5 Sivan Pinchus Brownstein (bunk 1) 

9 Sivan Shloime Weiss (bunk 3) 
9 Sivan LT Mendel Leverton  
14 Sivan Levik Zwiebel (bunk 7) 
17 Sivan Hirshel Matusof (bunk 8) 
19 Sivan E.C.A.D. Mendel Ehrenreich  

22 Sivan Shea Shmotkin (bunk 5)  
23 Sivan Gabi Emmer (bunk 5) 
24 Sivan Menachem Evenchik (bunk 3) 

25 Sivan Counselor Mendel Slonim  
29 Sivan Chezzy Deren (bunk 6) 

on behalf of the entire Gan 

Yisroel the administration 

of ‘Gan Yisroel Year-Round’ 

would like to express our 

congratulations to the 

following campers and 

staff who are celebrating 

their Birth-days in the 

month of sivan! 

Look in the back of the 

journal for their phone 

numbers and call them to 

personally wish them a 

Mazel Tov! 

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 

For a Rebbe, travelling from Europe to the United States is not 
something simple. When the Frierdiker Rebbe made the drastic 
move from Europe, the “upper” part of the globe, to America, the 
“lower” hemisphere, some seventy-odd years ago, it was not 
simply a technical decision. Guided by hashgacha pratis, it was a 
move that stands at the pinnacle of Chabad Chassidus in this gen-
eration and era.  

What is the meaning of this relocation of Chabad? And why is it so 
significant to us as we prepare the entire world for the times of 
Moshiach? The Rebbe addresses this issue in many sichos, and in 
this article, we have attempted to bring the underlying messages 
and pointers 

The move of Chabad Lubavitch to America is, in essence, a golus 
for the movement, as are all the times that the Rabbeim had to 
leave their locations and settle elsewhere, such as from Lubavitch 
to Rostov.  

However, the trip that the Frierdiker Rebbe made across the At-
lantic to establish his headquarters in America was the most se-
vere of them all. The reason for this is because the “lower” half of 
the universe is not only lower in its physical geographic location, 
but more so because spiritually it is lower. Therefore it does raise 
the question as to why the Frierdiker Rebbe would specifically 
choose such a place to serve as a beacon of light and warmth in 
spreading Yiddishkeit and Chassidus.  

Throughout the many generations since matan Torah, the objec-
tive has been to bring Elokus into the world. However, as we ap-
proach the days of Moshiach, our goal needs to expand to include 
every element of creation, no matter how far or distant it seems. 
The analogy given for this is a forklift. Have you ever seen one in 
action? The operator will skillfully navigate to the bottom of the 
pile, insert in the prongs and then raise the entire pallet from the 
bottom up.  

The same then holds true for our avodah of elevating the world; 
we start from the bottom, thereby bringing everything else up 
with it. It is for this reason that the Frierdiker Rebbe chose to spe-
cifically relocate to the lower hemisphere because by spreading 
Yiddishkeit, Torah, and Mitzvos here, it would go on to influence 
the world at large. And that is indeed what has happened.  

This is represented by the settlement of Chabad Lubavitch in 
America. True, it is a golus for the movement but at the same 
time, it puts into motion the purpose of creation like never be-
fore. 



THE IDEA 

It was a few days after camp 
ended and as usual most of 
the staff were by the Ohel 
Farbrenging about how to 
continue the Chayus of 
camp… To make a long story 
short Gan Yisroel Year-Round 
was created!  
It started as a simple 
WhatSapp Group where we 
would post weekly Voice 
notes  

THE MAGAZINE 

Then came phase #2 ! 
A monthly magazine sent 
to the doorstep of every 
single Chosidel with 
exciting Articles and 
games! 
Including a monthly special 
Program like Hanachos or 
Mivtzoyim with amazing 
raffles! 

MONTLY 
After the amazing success 
of the first magazine we 
obviously decided to pick 
up our game with a 
monthly magazine! 
From there is just got 
better and better, 
upgrading every aspect of 
GYYR! 
All just for you! 



RIDDLE CORNER 

In Hebrew, if you subtract 30 from 30 you get 60. 
How is this? 

Last Months answer: Parshat Vayetzei. The number of Pesukim in Parshat Vayetzei is 
148, which equals the numerical value of its last word, "Machanaim."  

Mazel tov to Meir Rozenblat, Shlomo Shmotkin & Meir Shemtov for answering the Riddle! 

Send your answer to 306-984-3277 to be featured in the next magazine 

GAME PAGE 
Across 

2) Song Sheet T_____! 

5) Every ______ we receive inspi-
rational voice notes from our Tay-
ere staff! 

8) Maintaining Our __________! 

9) Your editors are? 

10) True or false? GYYR is awe-
some! 

Down 

1) Are the letters to the Editors 
real? 

3) What edition of GYYR in review 
featured “Siyum Harambam in 
Review 

4) What iconic structure in camp 
was featured on the Chesvan cov-
er? 

6) What does Gresser do in the 
Magazine? 

7) How many pages were in the 
GYYR edition of Nissan? (spell it 
out) 

GYYR TRIVIA 

CROSS WORD 

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 



BEHIND THE PICTURE 

Here we see Levi Katz before his days of 
being a F.O.M.O. doing some practice at a 
local ice skating rink. He brought some of 
his friends to dance behind him to make 
him look good. 

Some of his friends include Michel Miko-
witz, Shaya Gurary and obviously he 
brought along his best friend, Levi 
Shemtov S.O.! 

Here is a difficult picture to explain… 

What you're seeing here is some bored 
people in a cold dark place trying to make 
the best of it. You can see a rare scene of 
Levi Shemtov smiling in the back. Some 
critics say he was smiling because of the 
delicious chicken wings that chef Shraga 
made others say that he is always smiling, 
sometimes adding that he is a happy boy. 

This is exciting. If you were in 2 weeks I'm sure 
you remember the awesome tour that we got 
of downtown Detroit (and I'm sure you still 
have the beautiful memento we got) and I'm 
sure sure that you remember a special song 
that Mendel Vogel wrote to the tune of "Achein 
Atta" if you don't remember the song you will 
have to listen to it at bit.ly/achein100. 

What you may not know is that Mendel Vogel 
wrote the song in under 10 minutes! 



words and Pesukim. 

When I came to this reali-
zation, I came to another 
realization: what's this 
Chutzpah of asking some-
one for a Dvar Torah! The 
Torah is not a regular 
New York Times bestsell-
er!  

See, usually, books have 
something called a blurb 
on the back cover so that 
people who don't want to 
read the entire book can 
read a few lines to get an 
idea of what the book is 
all about. 

But when the Yidden re-
ceived the Torah at Har 
Sinai Hashem did not give 
them any blurb. I can as-
sure you that when 
Moshe picked up the Lu-
chos he did not turn it 
around to look for a 
blurb! 

In fact, the Yidden 

A while back I was walking 
down the streets of Manhat-
tan on a Friday afternoon 
looking for some Yidden to 
do a Mitzvah with when a 
nice looking man ap-
proached me with a request 
I receive quite often during 
these Friday trips of mine. 

He asked me for a "Dvar To-
rah". Naturally, I spit out the 
first thing off the top of my 
head on that week's Parsha. 
He was satisfied and we 
wished each other well. 

Later when I was on the E 
train on the way to spend 
Shabbos by the Ohel, I 
thought long and hard about 
this encounter. 

I thought to myself: what is a 
Dvar Torah? It literally 
means words of Torah. Did 
this guy expect me to pull 
out a Chumash and start 
reading from Parshas 
Bereishis?  

I came to the conclusion that 
"Dvar Torah" is a term used 
when people want a short 
inspirational vort on the 
Parsha without all the holy 

screamed loud and proud 
"Na'aseh V'nishmah!" We will 
do and we will hear. They 
didn't need to know what To-
rah was all about before they 
accepted it. They accepted it 
wholeheartedly without 
thinking twice! 

This is the Torah we need. 
This is the Torah that keeps 
us alive. We have to forget 
about blurbs and open the 
books! 

That is how we can accept 
the Torah again this Shavous. 
Just like they did thousands 
of years ago. 

Chassidim don't care about 
the blurb we want the Etzem 
Zach! 

So Chosidels let us scream to-
gether "Na'aseh V'nishmah!" 
Hashem, we will do whatever 
you want, you don't need to 
convince us of anything. We 
are fully convinced. 

May you accept the Torah 
this year in a good and auspi-
cious time together with the 
entire Klal Yisroel in 
Yerushalayim with the com-
ing of Moshiach now! 

The Real Dvar Torah! 
BY: Levi Katz 

This Article was inspired by  
Cheese Cake 

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 



THEME SONG  

Learning about the Rebbe daily,  

Videos watched together nightly,  

the atmosphere in camp  

is to follow in his ways. 

But to me this life seems so far, 

I don’t feel involved when I take 

part,  

Though I wish I did 

It does not excite my heart. 

I will not be Nispoel from my lack 

of  feel and thought 

though I don’t appreciate, I’ll fol-

low what I’m taught  

Fulfilling all my missions, with de-

votion carefully 

I’ll be the feet that carry out his 

will. 

Now looking back I see  

This decision made the change, 

A new Geshmak and Chayus  

In Hiskashrus I’ve attained. 

The actions I have done, trans-

formed  

The way I think and feel, 

My entire being now ruled by his 

will. 

THIS MONTH GYYR PRESENTS THE COLOR WAR SONGS OF TEAM ANASHIM! 

ALMA-MATTER 

A binder I noticed, stowed away with care 

it seems like it contained a secret, what could be in 

there? 

Looking through the papers, a treasure i find 

letters that have guided him, my father through his 

life. 

Sholom Uvrocho, the Rebbe’s Havtacha 

encouraging and validating,  

oh, my heart starts aching 

blessings for a Simcha, resolving a dilemma 

the tears start to form in my eyes. 

Father is so lucky that he has received 

personal attention, clear to be seen 

but all I see is darkness  

how can I really know 

I wish that such attention to me would be shown. 

Sitting near my father he looks deep in thought 

I wonder what is he thinking, what is going on 

then all of  a sudden he turns to face me 

“my son you should know that I'm jealous of  you.” 

the letters you write, how you pour out your heart 

in front of  your Rebbe like a soldier you stand 

learning Rambam each day, as the Rebbe taught you 

with dedication Mivtzoyim you do. 

My son, my dear son, you’re so young and so pure 

the deep connection you have with the Nosi Hador 

your unwavering devotion, your Pshitus is gold 

I wish that such Peshitus would be found in my 

soul. 



THE DIARIES 
A GLIMPSE IN THE LIFE OF THE ONE AND ONLY GRESSER 

 

Previously in Gresser Sleeps: Gresser is having a hard time figuring out his summer plans...  

Wow! What a month!  

After all the stress I had with my summer plans 

I finally decided that I'm gonna go back to Kalkaska 

for the summer. 

Although I had some trouble with the Mayor of 

Kalkaska about doughnuts (which I mentioned in 

one of my earlier installments if you remember). I 

decided I’ll sneak into Kalkaska through the 7-11 and 

then I'll jump in the camp van during the runaway 

and pretend to be the head counselor and then I'll 

break it out and come to camp. 

My only issue Is getting Wade to allow me to 

come to camp. He's so strict and I don't think he 

likes me so much. Ever since I sold him a bad 

batch of underwater cherry-picking. 

I decided I'll go early to make sure everything goes 

well. 

I hid under the Slurpee machine for 3 weeks but 

there were no runaways to join. Luckily for me, 

they had Coke Slurpee so I had something to live 

off. 

Anyway, I decided I'll just join a random family's 

run away but they didn't appreciate it too much. 

In fact, they called Wade on the spot because ap-

parently Wade put pictures of me all around 

Kalkaska saying I'm a Slurpee Ganav! 

When Wade came he was so happy to see me. He 

gave me a huge hug and he brought me straight 

to campgrounds. 

I was so happy to be there that I kissed the steps 

of the A-Frame! Then I made a funny video about 

that song "I'll play, I'll laugh, I'll learn" I was playing 

tetherball, laughing at the lake and learning the RC 

tree! 

I got into a big fight with Wade for who's next at 

the tetherball then we realized we are the only 2 

people there! So we started laughing and he let me 

be next. 

Then we went to the canteen but for some rea-

son, the canteen is always closed. I don't get it, do 

they want to make money? All of a sudden we 

heard the golf cart driving and we thought it was 

the head counselor so we hid behind the leaf. But 

apparently it was Besser! How did he know it was 

my birthday!? I was so shocked that I spilled the 

entire cup of Kool-Aid on my head! Once I was all 

Kool-Aided up I ran to the dining room to make a 

shmaryunkee! But I realized I didn't have enough 

water or mustard to make a shmaryunkee so 

Besser and I decided to just make a Halacha skit. 

We did the one about not talking after washing for 

Hamotzei and the judges loved it! You guys should 

have been there. 

But in the middle of our skit, Wade walked in hold-

ing a rotten batch of underwater cherries and 

started screaming at us in Kalkaskian! We wanted 

to tell him to calm down but we were in the middle 

of our non-talking after washing for Hamotzei skit 

so we couldn't talk!  

We didn't know what to do! You'll never guess who 

walked in next… 

TO BE CONTINUED... 

Wade put pictures of me all 
around Kalkaska saying I'm a 

Slurpee Ganav! 
GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 



I wonder what my staff do after camp… 

LEVI SHEMTOV WASTES TOILET PAPER IN 
PROTEST TO THE TEMPUR-PEDIC COMPANY 

THE RUNNER UP FOR MOST WORN 
CAMP YARMULKE! GUESS WHO! 

WHEN YOUR OUT OF KOOL-AID... 

SHNEUR ITZINER FOOTAGES HIMSELF 
FOR A CHANGE 

MOTTI SLONIM GETS FEATURED IN 
GYYR FOR THE FIRST TIME! 

MENDEL SLONIM IS FEATURED NEXT TO 
HIS BROTHER MOTTI FOR THE FIRST TIME! 

THE BROOK FAMILY CELEBRATES…! NOTHING STANDS IN THE WAY OF YUD 
ALEF NISSAN! 

OUR VERY OWN SCHMOUL LASHKAR 
COOKING FOOD FOR A FADAS! 

STAFF KEEPING UP WITH THE “ZOOM 
FARBRENGEN” TREND 

LEVI KATZ A.K.A. F.O.M.O. GIVING A 
PRESENTATION TO GYYR ADMINS  

BONUS: NAME SOMEONE IN THIS PIC-
TURE 



Dear GYYR, 

Thank you for everything you do!  

I love reading the “Maintaining Our Ex-

citement”! 

By The Way I said the whole Tehillim on 

Shabbos Mevorchim Iyar, I forgot to tell 

you! 

Bye! 

 

Dear Wade, 

Hi! Because you live in Kalkaska can 

you please take pictures of camp now? 

I really want to see how it looks when 

were not there! 

Also I left a cereal box there for this year 

can you check in bunk Gimmel’s bunk 

house if it is still there? 

I think it was fruity pebbles. 

 - The Fruity Pebbler 

 

Dear Fruity Pebbler, 

This is not how to contact wade, but you 

are in luck! We actually got wade to do 

it! Check out page 10!  

Dear Besser, 

In the Iyar Edition of Gan Yisroel Year-

Round (issue 8 (15) you printed my very 

personal and private diary which I still 

never gave you permission to print! 

Either way, you printed the following 

line: “we obviously put up a good fight 

for Chocolate doughnuts dipped in Saltz 

Vasser...” 

If I remember correctly you were the 

one fighting for chocolate I was perfect-

ly fine with jelly! In fact, in my diary 

entry that you printed I wrote just that! 

I'm starting to question whether this 

whole thing is real or I am still sleeping! 

 - Gresser 

 

Dear Gresser, 

I apologize for this inconvenience, 

please accept this free coupon for a Golf 

cart ride in Gan Yisroel! 

I hope this makes everything ok! 

And in the future if you are ever unsure 

wether you are sleeping or not, you 

probably are! Bye!  

SEND YOUR LETTERS TO 305-984-3277 TO BE FEATURED HERE! 

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND 



WE HAD AN AMZING RALLY ON YUD GIMMEL IYAR! 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO JOINED! 

AS PROMISED WE WILL BE DOING ANOTHER 

ZOOM RALLY ON DALED SIVAN! - SHLOSHIM 

YOM TO GIMMEL TAAMUZ. 

Watch a video of the 
Rebbe 

An Acappella perfor-
mance! 

Guest story teller! 

Video Presentation 
from Menachem 
Deren’s wedding! (3 
Sivan) 

Raffles for all Partici-
pants! 

GAN YISROEL YEAR-ROUND PRESENTS: 

CGI 
RALLY 

Wednesday, 4 Sivan, 6:15 PM EST  

30 DAYS BEFORE  
GIMMEL TAMMUZ 

A special Hachanah for Gimmel Tam-
muz will be announced during the rally! 

 
 
 
 

 

The ZOOM details will be posted on the 
group (bit.ly/gyyrgroup) 

Hope to see you there! 

The 12 Pesukim! 


