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Tayereh campers of Machaneh Gan Ysiroel, Tustin Mi, 5781! 

The Rebbe Rashab and his brother Reb Zalmen Ahron were once debating as children the difference between a Jew 

and a non-Jew. Zalman Aharon, the elder by a year and four months, argued that the Jews are a "wise and understand-

ing people" who could, and do, study lots of Torah, both its 'revealed part' and its mystical secrets, and pray with de-

votion and 'd'vaikus'. The Rebbe Rashab replied: But this is true only of those Jews who learn and pray. What of Jews 

who are unable to study and who do not pray with d'vaikus? What is their specialness over a non-Jew? Zalman 

Aharon did not know what to reply. Their sister, Devorah Leah, ran to tell their father of their argument. The Rebbe 

Maharash called them and sent the Rebbe Rashab to summon Ben-Zion, a servant in the Rebbe's home. Ben-Zion was 

a simple Yid who read Hebrew with many mispronunciations and barely understood the easy words of the prayers. 

Every day he would recite the entire book of Psalms, pray with the minyan, and make sure to be present in the shul 

when Ein Yaakov was studied. When the servant arrived, the Rebbe Maharash asked him: "Ben-Zion, did you eat?" 

Ben-Zion answered: "Yes". The Rebbe Maharash: "Did you eat well?" Ben-Zion: "What's well? Baruch Hashem, I was 

full." The Rebbe Maharash: "And why do you eat?" Ben-Zion: "So that I may live" The Rebbe Maharash: "But why live?" 

BenZion: "To be a Jew and do what hashem wants.ó "The servant sighed. The Rebbe Maharash: "You may go. Send me 

Ivan the coachman." Ivan was a gentile who had grown up among Jews from early childhood and spoke a perfect Yid-

dish. When the coachman arrived, the Rebbe Maharash asked him: "Did you eat today?ó Ivan "Yes". The Rebbe Maha-

rash "Did you eat well?ó Ivan "Yes" The Rebbe Maharash òAnd why do you eat?" Ivan "So that I may live" The Rebbe 

Maharash òBut why live?ó "To take a swig of vodka and have a bite to eat," replied the coachman.  

In this story we see the message of Gan Yisroel that each of us have worked to internalize over the last month. That a 

yid, a Chossid is not only set apart by the added Mitzvos and Hoiraos that we fulfill. Rather everything we do during 

the day is different, special and with intention to serve the Eibishter and give the Rebbe Nachas. Like it says in 

Hayom Yom, a Chossid has to know that a chossid is recognizable in his every action even when he walks on the road 

or when he eats and even when he sleeps. I hope that each one of you is returning home energized and inspired to live 

every day with the Chayus of Gan Yisroel. Giving you the energy to continue throughout the year in the mission we 

have been charged with, to bring the Geulah. May it be very soon! 

Your Learning Directors, 

Mendel Greenberg  Shmulik Kesselman 










