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AND YOU MAY JUST BE FEATURED IN THE NEXT GYYR MAGAZINE! 
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Dear Camper! 

What a summer it has been! Where do we even begin? Starting from the second the 
buses rolled onto Lake Valley Rd. (more like jumped up and down!) all the way until 
the very last night singing in front of the buses . Seriously! That was one good summer! 

There is a well-known saying in the world that you only know what you had once it's 
gone and only once it's gone do you appreciate what you had before. 

But the truth is that it's not that you don't know what you had until it's gone, rather, 
you know what you had, you just never thought that it would be gone. 

Saying goodbye to Gan Yisroel is no easy task, whether you are willing to admit it or 
not. 

Every time you think of Gan Yisroel you may look back to all the emotional "goodbye 
Gan Yisroel songs" that we sang in the last week of camp, and they may make you miss 
camp and even feel bad that you didn't appreciate it back then as much as you should 
have. 

But have no fear! Here in Gan Yisroel Detroit we have an amazing program called Gan 
Yisroel Year-Round! 

And this doesn't just make us feel like Gan Yisroel is still here. It actually makes Gan 
Yisroel alive for an entire "Year-Round"! 

We're currently standing at the beginning of a new year, everybody is hoping that this 
year will be just a little better than last year, let's make a Hachlota together right here, 
right now that we will take the Chayus and warmth that only Gan Yisroel can give us 
and continue it throughout the entire year until we will be reunited with Machaneh 
Gan Yisroel 5781 in Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh with the coming of Moshiach! 

We hope you enjoy this magazine and with the help of Hashem, you can look forward 
to receiving this at your doorstep every single month! 

“But I can smile as I leave, as hard as it may seem. Knowing that I’ll be back next year 
and relive my dream.” 

The GYYR Team 
פ“ב אלול תש“כ  

ע“ר זי“ק אדמו“שבעים שנה לנשיאות כ  
 

EDITORIAL 
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    When we come to a conclusion of summer camp, 
it is not Chas Vesholom an ending, rather a prepa-
ration for the next step, to grow higher in Torah and 
Mitzvos. About every Yid (and especially Jewish 
children) “Toras Emes”, the Torah of life says that 
he is compared to a “tree of the field”. Just like a 
tree grows and bears fruit, and in these fruit are 
seeds which from them will grow more trees which 
will bear fruit, and so on and so forth, the same is 
true with every single Yid - he is always constantly 
growing. 

Therefore by a Yid there is no such thing as a 
“completion” because a Yid is always elevating and 
growing (just like a tree), to a higher level, to pro-
duce even better fruit. So the completion of any-
thing is only a ending of one level. but then there is 
another higher level to reach, that follows right af-
terwards.  

Since a person is like a “tree of the field”, there-
fore, also while being in the field, he uses out his 
capabilities that he has there, to grow in the best 
way possible. So even when a child finds himself in 
camp (which is the “field”), and he is involved with 
things connected with the body, like sports, eating, 
and much more. at the same time that doesn’t con-
tradict at all to his learning Torah, davening, and 
fulfilling Mitzvos. And on the contrary: the bodily 
things that he does, he does them all in order to 
add more strength in all areas of Torah and Mitz-
vos. 

And so to its understood about the “apples” when 
we end camp:  

When camp is over, we understand that it’s only 
an end of one level in growth, which is a prepara-
tion for the next and higher level, reaching higher 
and better in the days after finishing camp by add-
ing much more chayus and light in all areas in 
Avodas Hashem, by learning Torah and fulfilling 
Mitzvos.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

וואס איינע פון די תכונות פון א בוים איז: ווי 
ער געפינט זיך בשדה נוצט ער אויס די אלע 
מעגליכקייטען און כחות פון דעם שדה אז ער 
זאל האלטן אין איין וואקסן און ארויסגעבן 
ך  י ז ן  ע נ י פ ע ג ת  ו ר י פ י  ד ן  י א ס  א ו ו  , ת ו ר י פ
זייט מען  וואס די קערנדלעך  קערנדלעך 
דערנאך איין אין דער ערד, און דערפון וואקסן 
ארויס נייע עצי השדה וואס גיבן אויך ארויס 

  נייע פירות. און אזוי ווייטער עד סוף כל העולם.
אזוי דארף אויך זיין בא יעדער אידן, און 
ספעציעל בא יעדער אידיש קינד )וואס איז ווי 
"עץ השדה"( אז ער האלט אין איין וואקסן, און 
אפילו ווען ער געפינט זיך "בשדה" נוצט ער אויס 
די אלע מעגלעכקייטן און כחות פון דעם "שדה" 
ן  ו א ן  ס ק א ו ו ן  י י א ן  י א ן  ט ל א ה ל  א ז ר  ע ז  א

 ארויסגעבן פירות.
.....וואס אזוי אויך בשעת ס'ענדיקט זיך א 
"קעמף", איז דאס ניט ח"ו אן ענדע פאר זיך, דאס 
איז מערניט ווי א צוגרייטונג אויף טאן דערנאך 
אין אלע ענינים פון תורה ומצוות אויף א העכערן 

 אופן:
אז דורך דעם וואס זייענדיק אין "קעמפ" האט 
מען אנגעקליבן רוחניות'דיקע כחות דורך לערנן 

און מקיים זיין מצוות, און    תורה און דאוונען 
דורדעם וואס מ'האט אויסגענוצט די צייט 
זייענדיק אין "קעמף" אז דער גוף, דער קערפער, 
זאל אויך ווערן געזינטער און שטארקער, כדי 
זיין דינען דעם אויבעשטרן זאל זיין נאכמער 
געזינטער און נאכמער שטארקער און נאכמער 

  לעבעדיקער,
פארלאנגט עס פון יעדן קינד וואס איז געווען 
אין די "קעמפס" אז ידערער פון זיי זאל גלייך 

 אנהויבן אויסניצן אט די כחות.

Always Growing ב |“ב אלול תשמ“י 
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  Mendel took a long yawn, it was already 8 

minutes after his bedtime (lights out). It was a 

long day, today Mendel came back from camp, it 

was a long trip, boy. Mendel’s mind drifted off 

to the summer he had just experienced, from 

day one when he came off the bus, until yester-

day when he left after the banquet. “I remem-

ber the speech on the first day” Mendel thought 

to himself “then we were split up into bunks, 

the counselor coming in was a lot of fun, one of 

them came in a garbage can, then when he got 

out he took his co-counselor out of the bottom 

of the can wrapped in a garbage bag. Boy what 

a welcome to the bunk! The 

first week flew by very fast, 

faster then I imagined. Oh, 

now I am remembering how 

we won Shabbos competi-

tion! it was hard work, but it 

was so worth it.” 

As Mendel went through the summer in his 

mind, going through each week that passed and 

all of the fun things he experienced, Mendel 

then remembered one time when his counselor 

was Farbrenging one night after lights out. His 

counselor told the following story: One time 

there was a child, from a Lubavitcher family, 

that one day decided to write a letter to the 

Rebbe. The boy knew that the Rebbe wanted 

chassidim to share good news with the Rebbe, 

so this child decided that he is going to make a 

hachlata. What was his hachlata? So basically, 

this boy would take the bus every day to school, 

but wouldn’t have enough time to say brochos 

from the siddur, so he would say it as he rode 

on the bus to school. He knew how careful the 

Rebbe is to say every word from the siddur, and 

thought that making a hachlata to start saying 

brochos from a siddur would make the Rebbe 

happy. So that’s what he did, he wrote it to the 

Rebbe. To his surprise, he received an answer 

from the Rebbe! The answer was “ החייתני כמים

 You revived me like cold—קרים על נפש עייפה

water on a tired soul” Could you imagine? The 

Rebbe answered this young boy on the hachlata 

that he made, and that gave the Rebbe nachas, 

he made the Rebbe very proud. Even a young 

child, who made a hachlata to say Brochos from 

a siddur, which maybe 

sounds like something small, 

it really was very special to 

the Rebbe.  

Mendel looked at the clock, 

Whoooooooops! its now 23 

minutes and 14 seconds past 

my bedtime, what if the head counselor walks 

in now and sees me up! “Well,” he remembered, 

“I’m not in camp but I still can’t go to sleep so 

late... Anyway, back to what I was thinking. That 

story is amazing. This story means that even a 

young child making a hachlata, means a lot to 

the Rebbe. That means even me, if a make a 

hachlata, even something which seems small, is 

not insignificant, rather it gives nachas to the 

Rebbe. Now I need to think which hachlata I 

should make, something important and some-

thing not to hard for me to keep up with. Hey, I 

remember now that I have a journal with a 

bunch of numbers in it. I have a good idea, to-

morrow I’ll call my counselor and discuss with 

him which hachlata I should take. For now good 

night. 

Practical ‘N Tactical 
 
 
 
 

BRINGING GAN YISROEL INSPIRATION “YEAR-ROUND” 
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I spent Simchas Torah by the Rebbe ten times 
between the years 5736-5748. Needless to say, 
after so many years I’m left with many fond 
memories of unforgettable moments that I was 
privileged to see or, more accurately, live 
through and experience. Firstly, I’d like to clar-
ify the following: anyone who shared those ex-
periences with me will agree that they are ab-
solutely indescribable. The emotions and sen-
sations which we felt simply cannot be articu-
lated in words. Bearing that in mind, let us 
begin… I’d like to talk about what the atmos-
phere in 770 was like at the time. I’m often re-
minded of the Frierdiker Rebbe’s Sicha in 
which he describes the “Yechidus-Hakofos” of 
the Alter Rebbe. He quotes the words of the re-
nowned Chossid, Reb Pinchas Reizes, who said 
that after partaking in these Hakofos he began 
to understand what it must have been like to 
be Oleh L’regel to the Beis Hamikdash and feel 
a G-dly sensation. We as Chassidim unques-
tionably felt the same way in regards to our 
Rebbe’s Hakofos. When the Rebbe entered the 
Shul for Hakofos, the entire crowd instantane-
ously united to become like one entity, “K’ish 
Echad, B’lev Echad,” all together enjoying eve-
ry moment, basking in the Rebbe’s aura. The 
Rebbe’s every move orchestrated the song and 
dance of the Chassidim, be it by the clapping of 
his hands or by other signs of encouragement 
that he cast out to us throughout the night. The 
energy on Simchas Torah was that of another 
caliber. Although it is true, that throughout the 
year, during Farbrengens and on other occa-
sions the Rebbe did hearten the singing, Sim-

chas Torah however, was just at another level 
altogether. Indeed, having been with the Rebbe 
on Simchas Torah I can tell you with utmost 
certainty that this is the Rebbe’s day. The ener-
gy was in the air; it mesmerized all of those 
present, and penetrated into the deepest re-
cesses of their hearts. To better explain myself, 
I’ll relate the following story: I once came 
across a Litvishe Rosh Yeshivah in a Chabad 
house, who told me how on one occasion he 
was privileged to be present at the Rebbe’s 
Hakofos on Simchas Torah. He was so moved 
by the experience that he decided to come back 
again on the following year, so that his son 
would have the opportunity to be there as well. 
His heart just didn’t allow him to deprive his 
son of living through such an uplifting experi-
ence, and so he was compelled to come back 
again. You see, by the Rebbe one didn’t come to 
see Hakofos, rather to live them and experi-
ence them firsthand. Throughout the entire 
Yom Tov, especially on Simchas Torah and 
during the Hakofos themselves, we felt as if the 
entire world didn’t exist, as if it vanished into 
thin air. As if we all transcended to a dimen-
sion higher than time and space altogether. In 
our “world”, all that existed was the Nigun that 
we were singing, along with the Rebbe’s en-
couragement to it. One could see on the Reb-
be’s face the intensity of the joy, and specifical-
ly when he would place his eyes upon you, you 
were possessed by some inner strength and 
compelled to dance and rejoice with every last 
ounce of it. 

(Reprinted with permission from A Chassidisher Derher) 

ן‘לעבן מיטן רבי  
Simchas Torah with the Rebbe 

As told by Rabbi Y. N. Vogel 
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ן‘תשרי ביים רבי  

The Rebbe goes outside for Kiddush 
Levanah on Moitzaei Yom Kippur. This 
beautiful picture was taken by Levi 
Freidin as he was lying down. 

The Rebbe stands for hours re-
ceiving panim from Chassidim on 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 

The Rebbe shakes his Lulav and 
Esrog during Hallel on Chol 

Hamoied Sukkos 

The Rebbe is mioided 
(encourages) the chassidim dur-
ing Kos Shel Bracha on Moitzaei 
Simchas Torah 

< 

> 

> 

< 

A SNEAK PEAK 
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ל בארוכה“כנ  
BY: Levi & Moshe  

IMPORTANCE OF THE CANAL: “Ask not what the lake can do for you, ask what you can do for the lake!" We all 

know the many important landmarks that cover camp grounds. Obviously on the top of the list is the hollowed A-
frame, another huge one- which is also in many camp songs*- is our dear beloved lake. As we've all heard by judge-
ment night, due to global issues such as global warming etc. which cause massive world problems, such as our dear 
lake losing water. Every year the campers rise to the challenge to solve this issue, and with tireless devoticated effort, 
ensure each year that our lake stays full. Hours of thought, strategizing and lots of mud go into building the yearly 
canal to fill up the lake. Obviously when the campers are not in camp, the issue doesn't solve itself. Wade and Rick, 2 
of the greatest chosid’lei umos ha'oilam, work tirelessly for many hours a day to keep the canal up and running. 
GYYR spent hours researching and talking to professionals-of course including Wade and Rick-about the progress 
we've made over the years on our lake and a plan for years to come. In these few pages GYYR will bring a summary 
of our findings, starting of course with an update from Wade and Rick.  

CANALFACTS 
In the winter, the canal gets triple the 
size, and one time even flooded the a-

frame. 

The average amount of water flowing 
through the canal is estimated at around 

300 gallons an hour. 

The canal provides the necessary irriga-
tion for the whole region of Kalkaska 
and a big chunk of upstate Michigan. 

Wade’s great-grandchildren are busy wid-
ening the canal to fill in for the camper

-diggers during the winter.   

Rick: "Well I put in around 30 hours over the week 

made lots of progress on the pool in the center-

which obviously gives all the power to go from the 

eiruv-which I can't cross- all the way to the lake. 

Then I realized I'm allowed to go past the eiruv my-

self! Ha!  

Wade: “About the future? One can never know! It 

depends on way too many things: Will Ernie be 

here next year? Will Toronto be here next year? 

Will the the state of Michigan give its annual canal 

growth grant? What I can tell you, is about the past: 

this canal has been through thich and thin! I mean 

its been around ever since my great x10 grandpap-

py Wade Hagodol gave that first shovel in the fer-

tile ground and that first twist of the faucet! And ev-

er since then admas koidesh was blessed forever! 

My plans? Next year I want to hold a ceremony to 

rememb……** 

• *“The bunk stands so cold and bare and the lake makes no sound”- “The 

sky seems so cloudy the lakefront so bare” - “Keep the lake safe  tip your 

waiter add another swing” if you can think of more camp songs  that 

mention the lake, please let us know   

• ** Unfortunately during our call, Wade got into an accident. B”H he is 

doing fine but his truck is a different story. Please have him in your 

thoughts and prayers . Kapitel 83 for Wade and 108 for his truck/ for 

more details of the incident turn to page 10. 



9 | 

 BY: Levi & Moshe  

PROGRESS OF THE CANAL 
IF YOU LOOK CLOSELY YOU CAN SEE THE WATER LEVEL OF OUR DEAR LAKE RISING 

Can you guess which staff member 
is tirelessly laboring on the canal as 

a camper? 
If you know the answer, email us at 

gyyr@cgidetroit.com 

 

“Ka’nal” - pronounced ka-nal, is a 

roshei teivos used all over Torah. 

It stands for “kanizkar li'eil” - “as 

mentioned earlier.” It is used in 

many chasidishe peoples vocabu-

laries as a most useful and de-

scriptive word. Some may notice 

the name of this article is "ka’nal 

ba'arucha". Ba'arucha means "at 

length." Putting the two together 

makes a strong statement of "as 

mentioned earlier at length." 

Thus the literal translation of 

Ka’nal ba’arucha is “the long ca-

nal.” 

BEFORE AFTER 
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BY: Levi & Moshe  

INFORMATION OF PERSON INVOLVED IN INCIDENT 

Name: 

Home address:  

City: 

State:      Zip: 

  

INFORMATION ABOUT THE INCIDENT 

Location of incident:  

Description of incident: 

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT FROM WADE 
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Captured Moments 

5 Tishrei Dovid Werbler (bunk 2) 
6 Tishrei Shmuli Sasonkin (bunk 2) 

6 Tishrei Eli Adler (bunk 5) 

7 Tishrei Levi Altschul (bunk 6) 

11 Tishrei Gavi Geisinsky (bunk 10) 

14 Tishrei Mendy Kreisman (bunk 7) 

14 Tishrei Mendel Slonim (bunk 10) 

18 Tishrei JJ Altein (bunk 7) 

25 Tishrei Ari Greenberg (bunk 8) 

28 Tishrei Shmulik Slonim (bunk 9) 

28 Tishrei Mendel Birk (bunk 4) 

28 Tishrei Shlomo Shmotkin (bunk 10) 

on behalf of the entire Gan 

Yisroel, the administration 

of ‘Gan Yisroel Year-Round’ 

would like to express our 

congratulations to the 

following campers who are 

celebrating their Birth-

days in the month of 

tishrei! 

Look in the back of the 

journal for their phone 

numbers and call them to 

personally wish them a 

Mazel Tov! 

“Knowing that I’ll be 

back next year…” 

#Sruly א“פ  

Canteen is restocked 

with burgers! 

“Dis iis how wee duit 

in France” 

Wait! Rambam Club 

or Mafia (not the 

learning class) Club? 

Why didn’t you give 

me a ride up here on 

the golf cart??!! 
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You’re stuck and lost in Walkerville! Can you find your way to Kalkaska? To 

Admas Koidesh? 

Go ahead and test yourself! 
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A GYYR SPECIAL VERSION SUPER-HARD WORDSEARCH 
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 תניא בעל פה
 

 

B”H this year’s Gan Yisroel ended on a special note: 

Over 60 campers took upon themselves a hachlata to finish 12 prokim 

Tanya Baal Peh!!! 

Iy’’h we will have in this GYYR monthly magazine a special “wall of honor” 

for all those who finished a perek throughout the last month: 

 

MEIR HECHT - PEREK ALEPH! 

ELI SCHOCHET - PEREK ALEPH! 

MENDEL AMZALAK - PEREK ALEPH! 

ARI GREENBERG - PEREK ALEPH! 

SHLOMO SHMOTKIN - PEREK ALEPH! 

YOSSI AMZALAK - PEREK ALEPH AND BEIS! 

MOSHE LIFSHITZ - PEREK DALED! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Want to join?? Guess what? It's not too late:  

Just pick up the telephone, and dial 1-248-470-9380, and before you know it, you 

will become a ‘’Tanya Baal Peh’’ champion!! 

 

Want to get tested on Tanya Baal Peh?? Guess what? It's not too late! 

Don't be shy, just pick up your nearest telephone and dial 1-248-470-9380. 

Service hours - 6 AM-11 PM EST.  

Hope to hear from you soon :) 
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GAN YISROEL IN REVIEW 

After a 16 hour drive on a charter bus, which is the biggest machine I was 

ever in - it was even bigger then my Tatty's firetruck or #Proboblyequal. I 

finally woke up from a Riboi Riboi bumps which meant we were like... In 

camp. But all I see is a makeshift soccer court, and a "post office," and 

there were very few staff members around, so I didn't know what to do. 

Then finally they told us to play soccer!!! And after soccer (for 2 hours) 

the staff told us to play soccer!!! Then after that we took a break for 

supper (in other words corn and plums) and they told us if we eat we will 

get a surprise activity, which I was very excited for. SURPRIZE!!! A 

grand game of none other than............ Soccer!!! But this time a staff 

member joined, and he was wearing a crazy massive colorful yarmulke, 

and he was going crazy! After 18 games of soccer, a gold haired person 

who was not a regular staff member came with a megaphone and tried to 

take control to daven Mincha (it didn't really work). I was really hungry all I 

ate was the pack of gushers this morning for breakfast (I don't like corn), 

and obviously I didn't eat the tuna sandwich that my mommy sent with me… 

I turned around and everyone was walking away. Turns out they were going 

on a long walk, so I joined them. We walked through a forest, and then all 

of a sudden the path came to a stop - the lake decided to overflow onto 

the road. Oh oh oh, I forgot something very important: when we originally 

got to camp someone told us all to go to the "post office" and there they 

stuck like a massive stick up my nose all the way to my brain. Literally. I 

even saw brain juice come out when they finally got it out, because first it 

was stuck until the guy with the noisy red truck (by the way he looks like 

my zaidy) came with a plumbing stick and stuck that all the way up my 

nose till it got the other stick with brain juice on it out of my nose. But 

after that I was allowed to go back to the soccer game (it was in middle 

of game 9) Back to the walk. So after we got past the lake, we got to 

camp shul. All of a sudden, 3 head counselors came in. It was scary. Very 

very scary. Then my counselor—who came in a suitcase—told us that we 

were going up a hill to the best bunk!!! 

To be continued... 

FIRST DAY OF CAMP 
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    GRAND CHOSIDEL MIVTZA LULAV!! 

FIRST MIVTZA OF THE YEAR!! 

1 

SEND A PICTURE TO       

203-609-3623              

(TEXT ONLY) 

GO ON MIVTZA LULAV 

AND SHAKE LULAV WITH 

AT LEAST ONE YID  2 

HOW IT WORKS: 

EVERY ADDITIONAL 2 YIDDEN 

THAT YOU SHAKE WITH IS AN-

OTHER TICKET IN THE RAFFLE 

RECEIVE A TICKET IN 

EACH OF THE THREE 

GRAND RAFFLES!!!!!! 3 
+ 


