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Let’s get launched! 
 

The buses arrive at camp Gan Yisroel the first thing 

the campers hear is with hands on top  of their heads 

“get launched”, “launch”, “the launchers”….. So what 

does this all mean? 
 

It takes us back a few months ago when launchers Avi 

Katz and Shea Shmotkin were sitting in Yeshiva and 

learning when the phone rings, it was a call from 

head counselor Levi Katz asking them to come to 

camp. Their reply right away without even thinking 

was YES! And then he went on to ask if they can do 

the front office job to which they replied that they are 

ready to do it. 
 

That night Avi and Shea had a very long conversation 

on the phone. They spoke about what they will do 

this summer in camp, what will they call the office…. 

At the end of the conversation they finalized on the 

name “The Launcher”. 
 

Now, the launcher isn't just a funny name that has no 

meaning. The meaning of launching is very simple, as  

 

 

 

explained in the Rebbe’s Sichos that one may never 

be satisfied with where he is holding in his connection 

with Hashem and must keep on making progress but 

it can’t just be taking small steps rather you must 

LAUNCH to a much higher level even though you 

might think that its impossible for you to do it. 
 

For example: if there is someone in camp that it 

might be their first year and is very shy you shouldn't 

just stick with your group of friends go over and wel-

come him to camp start a conversation make him feel 

welcome. And this idea can apply to anything wheth-

er it is learning class Mishnayos Baal Peh if one day 

you learn for 10 minutes or you learn for 25 lines of 

Mishnayos Baal Peh you must LAUNCH higher and do 

more the next day. 
 

And this my dear friends is the meaning of LAUNCH-

ING and what camp is all about that we all grow in 

our Yiddishkeit and Chassidishkeit in ways that we 

can’t do while at home. 

 

                                Launchers Avi Katz & Shea Shmotkin  

:
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     It was 27 Shevat 5758, a nice warm winter day in 

Miami ,Florida. 

At 2:30 P.M. a new soul was brought down to this 

world, baby Katz was born! 7 days later at his Bris he 

was named Avraham Yaakov after his great grandfa-

ther (some mistaken him to be Avraham Yitzchok but 

that is not his actual name). 

We all know Avi as an easy going, energetic guy, but 

lets look into how Avi came about, how did the Avi 

we know today blossom up from 

a young boy in Miami to the Avi 

we have with us now. 

  

     Avi grew up on Shlichus and 

always liked to give a helping 

hand. In school Avi wasn’t known 

to be the smart one , but he was 

most definitely known to be the 

class clown! Avi was funny. People around him just 

enjoyed being with him, he never failed to get the 

place laughing, and who doesn’t like laughing? 

Although (as mentioned above) Avi didn’t do great in 

school, he was always respectful (ok not always but 

at least sometimes, ehhhmmm actually come to 

think of it … ok ok back to the article). 

  

 

     When did Avi begin to thrive? All the way in 

northern Israel, Tzfas to be precise, right after the 

break for Pasach ,Avi walked through the doors of 

yeshiva and right before he entered made a con-

scious decision “this Zman I will work harder and 

better than I ever had”. As being the Avi we know, 

when he says something he means action. 

     That zman the rosh yeshiva and the mashpia were 

shocked “look at Avi” one of them said “he’s Poshut 

making a turn for the good” to say 

the least they were astonished! Avi 

went from class clown to class 

learner, he didn’t look out of the 

Sefer for even a quick joke, I mean 

nothing was able to get Avi to stop 

learning. 

  

 

     Ok Ok that doesn’t sound like the Avi I know, how 

did Avi become the Avi of today? 

     Now that’s a great question and the answer is 

even better! 

     Avi realized that being funny and being wild aren’t 

necessarily bad Midos. 

     Avi began 

to get back 

into his old 

self, but not 

like his child-

hood, rather 

he also packed 

along his new 

skill of learn-

ing and Davening. 

     So the Avi of today you ask? 

     Avi is wild, funny, and some even say he is crazy. 

But you should know Avi has a very serious side to 

him which gets unleashed when no one is around (so 

we are not 100% its true yet). 

     That is our Avi Katz!!!! 

      

Tune in next week to hear about Shea’s life!!!! 



Things you might be        

interested in: 

 

First day of camp 

Second session 

Head counselors 

Learning directors 

Tustin Mi. 

Night activity 

 

 

Ice Skating 

History 

Ice skating is a activity that involves sliding just like roller blades just on ice and its much 

colder in the room (or else the ice will melt). 

Research suggests that the earliest ice skating happened in southern Michigan more than 

2,500  years ago. This was done to save energy during winter journeys from Oak Park to 

Kalkaska (this was way before camp bought the grounds!).  

And then in the year 1045 ice skating came an official activity that people would compete 

in and in the year 1047 a Jew by the name os Yichiel Launcherovitch won best ice skater of 

the year and was awarded a gold ice skate wich can be found in the Michigan state muse-

um (because Yechiel’s grandchildren moved to Michigan during the war. 

CampediA 

Ice skates are these boot like boots with a metal blade under them see picture below  

The question is why were ice skates made why can’t you just slid atop the ice without these 

heavy shoes with metal under them? The answer to this question is still unknown (if you 

have an answer please come over to one of the launchers).  researchers 

are still researching this question and they seem to be very close to the 

correct answer, it has something to do with penguins in the north 

pole. 

In the early days before ice skates were made they would just slid on 

the ice barefoot but the problem with that was that people would get 

frostbitten so someone came up with an amazing idea maybe we 

should slid with our shoes and that became the new way of ice skating. 

Many years later the ice skates were made like we said before the reason for this is unknown.  

Ice Skates 

Ice Skating Rink 

The first ice skating rink was made in the late 1760’s when there was a bunch of bored peo-

ple in middle of the summer and one of them loved going ice skating so he built this big 

round gate and inside would be the ice. Now he had a problem, how do we get ice in middle 

of the summer (it was before electricity was made so they couldn't make a freezer…) so he 

had to import from Russia using a freezer box (as explained in “when zaidy was young) so 

they got a huge shipment of ice and they put it on the floor inside the rink and flattened it 

down and went ice skating 

The first electric ice skating rink that used a freezer under the rink was actually in Michigan, 

it’s the ice skating rink that camp used to go to when camp was in Kalkaska but it was to far 

to go to so we went to a different one. 



First day 

RC Launch 

Ice  

skating 

Night activity 



WEEKLY FARBRENGEN 

     True Mesirus Nefesh  

     Each month on Shabbos Mevorchim following Mussaf, 
beginning from the year 5702, the Rebbe farbrenged for 
the congregants at 770. In the year 5706, on Shabbos Me-
vorchim Av, the Rebbe spoke of the Mesirus Nefesh of his 
father, quoting the well-known explanation in Chassidus 
of the difference between the Mesirus Nefesh of 
Avrohom Avinu and that of Rebbi Akiva. While Rebbi Aki-
va anticipated an opportunity to perform Mesirus Nefesh 
throughout his entire lifetime, Avrohom Avinu wished not 
even for that. His sole objective was to spread the word 
of Hashem, if need be, it’ll be done through Mesirus 
Nefesh…  

      The Passuk tells us that upon the arrival of Moshiach 
the will say “ כי אנפת בי...‘ אודך ה “ thanking Hashem for the 
hardships and suffering we endured throughout the galus. 
Having said those words, the Rebbe began to cry…  

     Recollections from Reb Leivik  

     At an unforgettable Farbrengen which took place on 
Shabbos Ekev, Chof Av, 5713, the Rebbe requested of 
Rabbi A. Diskin, an old-time acquaintance of Reb Leivik, to 
recount of his memories from Reb Leivik’s lifetime and his 
Mesirus Nefesh, and so on. As Rabbi Diskin spoke, the 
Rebbe cried bitterly and continually wiped away tears. 
Some recall the Rebbe asking of Rabbi Diskin to articulate 
the grave conditions to which prisoners in Soviet Russia 
were subject, but when the Chassidim realized the extent 
of emotion the Rebbe had displayed upon seeing the con-
stant flow of tears from his eyes, they advised Rabbi 
Diskin that he discontinue to relate his recollections, so as 
not to cause the Rebbe unnecessary pain.  

     During one of the Sichos at that Farbrengen, the Rebbe 
hinted to, although without making any explicit mention 
it, his father’s noble deeds and their inestimable signifi-
cance. He spoke of the famous story of the Beis Yosef be-
ing promised to merit passing on Al Kiddush Hashem, and 
ultimately “losing the privilege” and living on to write the 

Shulchan Aruch afterwards. Nevertheless, the incident is 
still referred to as a “loss of privilege”; something that 
sheds light on the true specialty of Mesirus Nefesh Al Kid-
dush Hashem…  

     The picture  

     Throughout the years, only one photo of Reb Leivik 
was available to the public, taken in his final years after 
the terrible hardships and suffering of the Communist 
exile. Reb Leivik underwent pain as such, to the extent 
that when the Rebbe was shown the portrait for the first 
time he commended (in writing) ל(“ר ז“ל )אאמו“אאז“ “ is this 
actually my father?  

     With the fall of Communism, an additional photo was 
discovered, taken shortly after his arrest in 5699.  

     The first picture appeared in the Sefer “Likkutei Levi 
Yitzchak”, printed in the 5730s. When preparing the Sefer 
“Toras Menachem – Tiferes Levi Yitzchak” volume on She-
mos in 5751, (the Rebbe’s explanations on Likkutei Levi 
Yitzchak) the members of Vaad Hanochos B’Lahak 
thought it would be appropriate to publish the newly dis-
covered photo in it. After writing to the Rebbe about their 
idea, they received instruction to publish both pictures 
alongside a brief explanation of the time and place of 
each of them.  

     The following is a quote from the Pesach Dovor of the 
Sefer: 

     “At this time we are publishing for the very first time 
the picture of Reb Levi Yitzchak, where one can see his 
holy face as it appeared when he was taken to jail in Nis-
san of 5699, before enduring the terrible suffering of jail 
and then exile for a lengthy period, which weakened and 
deteriorated his health to its limits until he passed away 
while in exile. This is quite evident when comparing this 
photo to the more famous one, taken while he was in 
Chili, where his face is hardly recognizable…  

This week marks Chof Av the Yahrtzeit of the Rebbe’s father. The following is an article from A  

Chassidisher Derher magazine. 



From Kalkaska I do hail 

That legendary land 

Where herring in the ponds 

does sail 

And Chummus is its sand 

 

I was swimming peacefully in  

my pond 

Full of good stuff to drink 

A mix of beverages white and  

blond 

I thought would never shrink 

 

This all changed one day 

As the sun set in the west 

A scary creature came my way 

And bumped into my nest 

 

All it said was “achain” 

As it made its hit and run 

It had a “ma’aleh geira” stain 

From a night full of fun 

 

The choice was now mine 

To fight or to escape 

Or to let out a little whine 

Like a squashed up grape 

 

I decided to be nice 

And drink my way out free 

That nudnik monster didn’t think 
twice 

And drank along with me 

 

He’d clearly had just woken up 

With that negel vasser k’vort 

And when we made it to the top 

He started shouting 
“vooooooort!” 

 

This duck is just what we need 

As a learning teacher (for  

four kvutzos, co-counselor  

for 11 

bunks, night activity and  

shmaryonkee director, rabbi, 

 and every  

other position that no one is 

 doing) in camp 

Or if he fails, the campers (or 

 greedy, hungry hardworking 

 staff) it’ll feed 

 

And give them each a cramp 

To this day I don’t know why 

I agreed to take this trip 

Or why on earth that scary guy 

Did that afternoon dip 

 

Bottom line, I’m here to stay 

But please don’t eat me yet 

I’m useful ‘cause on each trip 

 Day 

 

My beak you’ll get to pet! 

(and lick the Mashke, I am 

 still wet) 

 

L’chaim V’livracha!!! 

I drank my way up 

 The campers arrived in Camp on Tuesday  

 The launches made good jokes by lineup 

 We got 2 new GM’s this week 

 They are putting up a tether ball!!!!! 

 RC was launched 

 Some guy ate a raw egg by night activity 

 ECAD Mendel Backman did it again, what an 

amazing trip!!!! 

 Heppy birthday Mendel Backman!!! 

 We launched in the ice skating rink 

 Inspectors came to camp twice this week 

 Shea ate 14 pies of pizza this week 

 Avi ate 27 hotdogs this week 

 Shmuli Burman is the best cook 

 Head counselor Mendel Azimov called his mother 

for the first time since camp started 

 There are 11 bunks in camp - the most camp had in 

over 15 years 

 Learning teacher Motty Hecht broke his wrist while 

helping a camper taking his luggage upstairs  

 Yisroel Uminer is the new sports director 

 WE ARE PRINTING A TANYA NEXT WEEK!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

see page 8 for more info 



Wellsprings in Tustin 

“By printing the 

Tanya    

in that location,    
we have brought the 

well itself, 
and it can now go 
and flow from that 
location as well.” Stay tuned for more info…. 
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