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 CampediA -  

Let’s get launched! 
 

We are proud to present to each and everyone one 

of you here the 7th edition of the launch pad, some 

may be wondering why we haven’t just said the last 

launch pad, I would like to take this opportunity to 

tell the great news to all the campers of Gan Yis-

roel: this year we (the launchers) will be sending 

The Launch Pad to your houses every month as part 

of the Gan Yisroel year round program, we will 

have monthly Mivtzahs and special raffles, but we 

don’t want to get ahead of ourselves, iy”h you will 

hear all about it in the first edition of The Launch 

Pad GYYR edition! 

As we sit here together writing the editorial of this 

launch pad, we think of the time we spent togeth-

er, the Farbrengen’s, the singing, the launching, if 

we would write everything it would take us the 

whole magazine.  

As we are set to leave Gan Yisroel on Sunday, we 

begin to think, will I be able to last all year round 

without Gan Yisroel? From the second we wake up 

until the second we go to sleep we are in the Reb 

 

 

 

be’s Reshus 24 hours a day! Straight from being 24 

hours  

in the Rebbe’s Reshus we jump right back into 

“normal” life, school, homework, and we some-

times can forget about our special time in camp, 

and the unfortunate truth is that yes we are leaving 

camp, and yes we won’t be able to maintain in the 

camp spirit the whole year as much as in camp, but 

we assure each and every one of you if you try and 

really try then you will be able to keep this spirit 

with you all summer, we promise you guys if you 

want the camp spirit to stay with you it will happen 

 “יגעתי ומצאתי תאמין “

“I tried and succeeded believe him” 

So Tayere campers as I end this letter to you all let’s 

try and Takkeh try to keep the spirit of Gan Yisroel 

and then it will of course stay with us for the rest of 

the year and for our entire lives!! 

 

Avi Katz & Shea Shmotkin 
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Ok here it goes…  

Avi Katz walked into the Kettunen Center a day before 

camp started and went directly to his office, once he made 

it to his office he saw a small blond guy sitting by his desk, 

Avi kindly asked him to step out, the blond man replied that 

this is his office, and if anything you should leave. Now here 

is where the confusion began, whose office is it? The 2 men 

approached the head counselors and asked them what is 

going on? The head counselors said: “what do you guys 

mean there is always 2 front office members, I don’t under-

stand what you guys are fighting about”. They walked away 

upset at the situation, “they should’ve told us before the 

summer” said the blondie, Avi asked the blondie what his 

name is, he replied “my name is Shea Shmotkin and I’m 

from the Rebbe’s Shechuna”, Avi went crazy, you are the 

Shea Shmotkin? The one and only? Shea answered yes I am 

that guy! To say the least, they both realized how lucky they 

are to work with each other. 

Avi and Shea formed a friendship and as we saw this sum-

mer are the best front office managers Gan Yisroel has ever 

seen. 

We took some lines that were used often between Avi and 

Shea and wrote them down and we are releasing them here 

for the very first time. 

Avi - Shea I’m hungry, any chance you can go to canteen 

and make me some fries? 

Shea - Me? Fires? What do I look like to you? Heber’s assis-

tant? 

Avi - All I thought is that you are taking this companionship 

seriously…. 

Shea - Ok fine. For companionship, I’ll do anything! 

To wrap things up, I would like to tell each and everyone of 

you how lucky you were to have these guys with you here 

this summer, Avi and Shea both gave it their all this sum-

mer, and they will surely be missed till next year Gan Yis-

roel. 

Written by a close friend 
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Ok so after reading the past few launch pads, you guys all know the life story of the launchers, 

this week we will learn about how Avi and Shea came about together as a pare, when did they 

meet? When were they formed etc...? 



4  

Things you might be        

interested in: 

 

The Grand Trips 

Crag’s Cruser 

Water Parks 

Staff Play 

Breakouts 

Brothers night 

Nicknames 

HC Levi Shemtov 

Carnival  

Color war 

HC Mendel Azimov 

 

Golden Rush Waterpark 

History 

Golden Rush waterpark located only 20 minutes away from CGI Walkerville and is 

home of the largest waterslide in all of Michigan and is one of the most visited places by 

tourists that come to visit Michigan and has over 2 million people walking through 

their doors every year. 

Golden rush waterpark was actually made by mistake, it was originally built as a huge 

outdoor play ground with a very nice grass area right next to it, in the year 5760 it was 

HC Levi Shemtov’s first year as a staff member in camp, that year camp went there to 

eat lunch on the grand trip in golden rush park and suddenly it started raining very 

hard (just like this year during the staff play) and waiter Levi Shemtov (which is now 

head counselor) came up with an amazing idea he right away ran to the bus and put on 

his bathing suit and started going down the slides and all the kids watching saw how 

much fun he was having ran right away and put on their bathing suits and fallowed him 

down the slide, when the owner of the park saw how much fun the camper and staff 

were having he decided to build a dome over the play group and turn it into a water-

park. 

Then they decided to build some new slides and that’s when the concept of a toilet 

bowl slide was made up and in 5762 CGI Detroit were the first ones ever to jump out of 

the tubes in the water slides toilet bowl slides. 

Actually this year when we went to the waterpark the owner thanked us for the amaz-

ing success he has had in the past 21 year since the establishment of golden rush water-

park. 

In 5768 CGI Detroit went to golden rush waterpark and Levi Shemtov jumped out of 

his tube in the toilet bowl and got stuck in the middle and non of the life guards saw 

him and he was there for about and hour and a half till the whole camp left the water-

park and the life guards started going down the slides and they saw him and in order to 

get him out the slide they had to shut off all the water in the whole park so they can 

safely remove him from the slide, when the owner heard he got very upset at Levi, so 

Levi started convincing him that this is Gan Yisroel and it’s a Vart…. And the guy was 

convinced and wasn’t upset at him anymore. 

CampediA 
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The story of the name Golden Rush park (that was the original name before it turned into a 

waterpark) is an interesting one, the owner of the park is a polish man by the name of Em-

milian Zuoto (which means gold in Polish) and his great great grea… grandfather was the 

Polish general in the staff play whose name was general Jan Poshke which means (rush) so 

he put the 2 together and it came out to Golden Rush park (this is what the owner told me 

when I spoke to him when we were by the waterpark). 

Name 
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 Judge Avi Katz was found guilty by judgment night 

 We had the biggest camp picture ever in gan yisroel 

Detroit 

 We had a grand outdoor/indoor staff play 

 This year we had the biggest prop ever built in a 

staff play in CGI Detroit history 

 We went to kokomos and had a blast 

 Some staff didn’t quite fit the regulations by the 

ropes course (fat) 

 After doing outdoor go karts we did indoor go karts 

 We had a 3 hour bus ride to the water park 

 we got wet by the water park, hence the name water 

park 

 HC Levi Shemtov kinda founded this water park 

(check campedia) 

 Avi and Shea posed for their 843th picture this 

summer 

 Chmuel Lachkar learned a new English word 

“tomorrow” he was told this word means the day 

after  today 

 Levi Reichik is the director of camp 

 Avi Katz after a lot of therapy  is now getting back 

to normal 

 Levi Shemtov is homesick 

 Zalman Stock was found 

 Leibel Shemtov lost all his cloths and is now wear-

ing cloths from the costume closet 

 This year has the best levelly tape ever made in his-

tory 

 Good bye Gan Yisroel!!! 

CAMP NEWS 
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We all know our dear amazing E.C.A.D Mendel backman we 

present you here quotes which the launchers gathered from the 

owners of the trips we went on, here they go: 

Ice skating rink owner: I’ve personally dealt with camps as well 

as Jewish camps. Yet I haven’t seen anyone on top of their 

game so beautifully as Mendel backman, y’all are so lucky to 

have him with y’all this summer, oh and I hear it’s his birthday 

today, so happy birthday Mendel!! 

Owners of bowling rink: Mendel is great! But not for me, he’s 

not my type of guy I like big mean men, Mendel is way too 

nice. 

Owner of Chippewa landing: I mean man this guy is good, we 

have been serving camp gan Israel Detroit for 54 years and I 

have yet to see someone like Mendel, and oh thanks for the 

extra hotdogs you left on the floor I had food for the next week, 

oh how can I forget about that straw hat you left, thanks! 

Kokomos owners: man I remember you crazies all the way 

back to 1987, you guys haven’t changed a bit, besides for the 

ecad I mean he’s great, so nice and so easy to work with. 

Extreme kart racing owners: this was my first time getting a Jew-

ish camp, and the only thing I can say is thanks for the business 

Mendel, if it weren’t for you I would have closed my place, oh 

and happy birthday man! 

Ropes coursing owner: I’m tired please don’t speak to me now, 

I’m not interested!! But Mendel is fine, I guess, he’s not legend-

ary but he aint garbage either. Happy birthday dude. 

Gold rush water park owners: woohoo Mendel is the best trip 

director ever!! Yes! ever!! The guy is honestly the best I’ve seen, 

I’ve seen great people, I even once saw the garbage man of 

Tustin so I know what great men are!! 

A Legend In Our Times 
 The busy man of CGI Tustin 
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Moshiach War In Tustin 



7  

Grand 
Trip!!!!! 
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Stay tuned... 

Are you feeling down? Do you miss camp? Are your 

Friday night Shabbos meals boring? Is life meaning-

less out of camp?  

Your in luck! GYYR is here to help you will no longer 

feel down and meaningless your Friday night meals 

will be filled with Chayos and camp will be now part 

of the whole 5782!!!! 
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