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Editorial

Shea & Avi

Launcher Shea: Wow, we can’t believe that it has been so many months since Gan
Yisroel ended and we went back home.

Launcher Avi: HUH?! Did you just say Gan Yisroel ended?! Shea, you know Gan Yisroel
is year round, right?

Launcher Shea: But I don’t see my friends from camp, and I don’t see my counselor
every day…

Launcher Avi: “The point of camp isn’t just the fun, the sports, the lake, rather to
become a Chosidel and forever changed!”

Launcher Shea: Whoops, I almost forgot about that, I guess I need another GYYR
magazine…

Launcher Avi: Ye, me too, and I’m sure all the campers and staff are in desperate need
of another magazine.

Launcher Shea: Ok let’s get to work!

Dear Tayere Launchers,

As we are standing so many months away from being in the Gan Yisroel grounds in
Tustin, it starts to get more and more tough as the days pass, but guys that’s why we
have the GYYR program and especially the GYYR magazine, and hopefully this will
help keep the chayus alive from Gan Yisroel!
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ג' דחול המועד סוכות תשמ"א
 

אן ארמיי האלט זיך צו אלעם ערשטן
אויף דעם וואס יעדער "סאלדזער" (איש
צבא) ווייס אז אן ארמיי (און נאך מער א
מלחמה) איז ניט קיין "שפילעכל", און
ניט א זאך וואס מ'מאכט דאס "כ'ווייס

ווי" - נאר דאס איז אן ערנסטע זאך.
 

דינען אין אן ארמיי קען טאקע זיין א
געזונטע, גליקלעכע און אפילו א
פריילעכע זאך - אבער מ'באציט זיך

דערצו מיט ערנסקייט.
 

אזוי אויך אין דער ארמיי פון דעם
אויבערשטן, דארפן די "צבאות השם"
וויסן, אז דאס איז ניט קיין שפיל, נאר
סאיז אן ערנסטער זאך - מ'דעהערט צו
אן ארמיי וואס דער אויבערשטר האט
אויפגעשטעלט און ער פארלאזט זיך
אויף די סאלדאטן אז זיי וועלן מנצח זיין

אין דער מלחמת ה'.
 

און א איד פארגעסט ניט פאר קיין איין
רגע אז ער באלאנגט צו אט דער ארמיי.

"ערנסטקייט"

FREE TRANSLATION: 

The first and foremost important
foundation of an army is that every
soldier knows that an army, and a war
especially - is not a game; rather, it is
a serious thing.
Serving in an army can actually be a
good, healthy and even a joyful
experience, but the overall approach
must be with an erenskeit -
seriousness. 

So too in the army of Hashem: The
Tzivos Hashem must know that an
army is not a “game”; rather, it is a
serious thing - we belong to an army
which Hashem has established and He
relies on the soldiers to win this war
of Hashem.

And a Yid doesn't forget, not even for
one second that he belongs to this
army.
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הכנה לי"א ניסן מאה ועשרים שנההכנה לי"א ניסן מאה ועשרים שנה

In 5 months will be Yud Alef Nissan. Yud Alef Nissan is the most special day on our
calendars, every year, in the months leading up to Yud Alef Nisson Chassidim
prepare special birthday presents to give the Rebbe.

Launchers, this year is even more special because we are celebrating the Rebbe’s
120th birthday!

GYYR will launch a special mivtza later on this year, but for now, think about a
Hachlata that you can take apon yourself to do from now till Yud Alef Nissan and
make the Rebbe proud!!!
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On behalf of the entire Gan Yisroel and the administration of ‘Gan Yisroel Year-Round’, we would like to express
our congratulations to the following campers and staff who are celebrating their Birthdays in the month of

Taves!
 

Look in the journal to find their numbers and give them a call.

Menachem Rothman
Yisroel Cohen
LT Yosef Zwiebel
Zalman Shemtov
Schneur Simcha Huisman
Levi Moya
Mendele Friedman
Mendel Schmukler

18 Teves
19 Teves
23 Teves
24 Teves
25 Teves
25 Teves
27 Teves
29 Teves

Levi Raichman
Mendel Blumstein
Zev Perelstein
Tzvi Reiter
Shneur Zalman Gottlieb
Meir Assayag
Gavriel Mann
Tzvi Greenberg

1 Teves
3 Teves
4 Teves
8 Teves

12 Teves
16 Teves
17 Teves
18 Teves
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CampediA

Topics you may be 
interested in:

Diet coke

GYYR reunions

Tustin

Abraham Jacob

Malkiel

Launchers

Moshiach war

Hiskashrus war

Kool-Aid

Levi Raichik

Shea Shmotkin

Avi Katz

Vort

Launch-Pad

Rabbi Gurray

Are your parents on the GYYR WhatsApp group?
Make sure they are, so you don't miss out on:

Weekly Erev shabbos voice notes from one of your staff members

Special GYYR Mivtzah updates, special raffles, and more.

To join tell your parents to WhatsApp 305-772-6692

“One-day Rabbi G came into class with a frightened look on his face, he frantically told me (his
teacher) that there is a bomb outside the Cheder, I ran outside to check it out, and all I saw was a
camera, Rabbi G wasn’t (and isn’t) involved in Gashmiyus, so he had no clue what it was, Rabbi
G picked up the camera and brought it inside and was trying to figure out what it was, and
without realizing he snapped a picture of himself (see photo) so Rabbi G was technically the first
person to take a selfie”.

Rabbi G is known for his tremendous love for camp, every summer for the past 50 years Rabbi G
spent his time in camp, breathing in the fresh air, singing camp songs, and everything else Gan
Yisroel has to offer. He has a special place in his heart for the famous “I shed a single tear” song,
which he sung many times this past summer.

Many of you may not know this but Rabbi G is the founder of the 4-H movement, he even
created the 4-H pledge (to read more about the 4-H movement stay tuned for the upcoming
GYYR magazines).

Throughout the year Rabbi G teaches in the Detroit yeshivah, but his main focus is obviously on
camp, and makes sure everything runs smoothly for the upcoming summer.

We will end this article with a Vort we heard by the mezuzah ceremony in Tustin (see Tishrei
magazine, issue 1 (19) A day in review from Reb Moshe Shemtov Director of Gan Yisroel Detroit)  
“Rabbi G is the one who takes Achrayus on the Ruchniyus in camp” and as we all know camp is
all about Ruchniyus, so technically speaking Rabbi G runs camp!

Rabbi Gurary was born on 19 Tammuz 5714 deep in communist Russia.
They say that when Rabbi G was born the whole city of Samarkand lit
up. His Bris was in a basement in Samarkand and his Mohel was
Mottel Der Shochet (although many people don’t know this, but Reb
Mottel was also a Mohel). 

Rabbi G learnt in the underground Cheder, his teacher was Reb
Abrasha Yasha Katz which is Launcher Avi Katz’s great grandfather, in
his recently discovered diary he writes the following story about Rabbi
G in his childhood;
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NightActivity 

GyyrCalendar

Shea

Avi

RambamClub 
StaffSeder 
Tzavah Eved

Infirmary 

Chosidel 

Canteen

Riddle corner
Who was the first person to study Chumash with Rashi?
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to the children and then the chazan began a Mincha
more Chayisdik than Simchas Torah!

As Mincha came to an end and the Rebbe’s Sicha Bima
was set up, Chassidim quited down and impatiently
waited to hear the Rebbe speak.

The Rebbe began by discussing that day's Chumash:
after Yosef revealed to his brothers his identity they
were very scared that Yosef, now in a position of
power, would take revenge on them. But Yosef calmed
them down, explaining that it was Hashem who placed
him in this situation so that he can now provide for his
family in a time of need.

The lesson the Rebbe explained is that when a Yid finds
himself in a seemingly bad situation, even once the bad
situation has passed (like Yosef and his brothers), the
Yid must remember and acknowledge that it was
Hashem who put him there and it was for a reason!

In our case, the situation with the Seforim has brought a
very important lesson on us: others claimed that
Chabad was no longer active and that we are something
of the past, although the facts of Chabad’s growth in
America says otherwise, the fact that this was said, tells
us that we need to do more and keep growing!

Tayere Launchers! Hei Teves tells us that we are doing
great, we are working hard but we have to do more!
Until Moshiach comes we have not yet completed our
mission! There is always something more to do -
everyone on their own level!

Don’t forget to dance this Hei Teves, join a Chassidisher
Farbrengen and buy some Seforim!

Good Yomtov Gan Yisroel!!

P.S. to read more about Hei Teves, Visit HeiTeves.com

We all know the amazing story of Hei Teves.  Every year
in school our Rebbi tells us the story, we read about it in
different Chassidisher publications, and our Tattys
Farbrenged with us for hours about it.

But how many times have you stopped to think about
what Hei Teves means to me? Obviously, a Yomtov like
Hei Teves has an important lesson that I can take with
me but what is it!?

To understand the lesson let's review the events of Hei
Teves 5747:

“DIDAN NOTZACH!”

The words flew through the world in the blink of an eye,
anyone who was in Crown Heights ran to 770 those who
were close enough jumped in their car and others
jumped on a plane, no Chossid would miss such a day in
the Rebbe’s presence!

For years they sat by Farbrengens and listened
painfully as the Rebbe spoke about the trial, every step
of the trial felt like an eternity. They had no doubt that
victory was coming but how much longer will they have
to suffer through it before they can celebrate the
miracle that is sure to occur?

Finally, it arrived, Hei Teves 5747. As we know the
Chassidim flocked to 770, as you entered through the
front door, a L’chaim was placed in one hand and the
other hand instantly grabbed by a fellow Chossid who
pulled you into the circle, there was no thought of
stopping to dance, your feet can sleep another day,
today is Didan Notzach, we celebrate and we never stop!

Around 3:15 PM the dancing reached it’s peak as
Chassidim anticipated the Rebbe’s arrival to Shul for
Mincha. When the Rebbe arrived the joy was so thick
you could cut it with a knife! The Rebbe walked to the 
 front of   the  Shul  and  gave  coins  for  Tzedakah

in honor of Hei Taves
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To find the Sicha go to: Bit.ly/gyyrhanachos

This months prizes

To join the raffles send in a picture of your Hanocho to:
GYYR@CGIDetroit.com or WhatsApp: 305-772-6692
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Moya is o
ne of a kind
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The stories of our most amazing counselors

As the saying goes “Moya is one of a
kind” here is the story of this one of a
kind young man.

It all started on Shabbos the 23rd of
Sivan 5764, at 3:48pm in the Crown
Heights section of Brooklyn – baby
Moya was born. 7 days later the baby
had his Bris and was named
Menachem Mendel, and what a baby
he was, from when he was a young
kid until this very day he is known to
be “one of a kind”.

For this article we called Mendel’s
mother to tell us a bit about Mendel,
she told us the following:

“As mentioned before, Mendel was
born on Shabbos, and his Bris was
also on Shabbos, so from when he 
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Our Counselors

Mendel was always very helpful,
especially when it came to preparing
for the holy Shabbos, he would help
his mother cook, peel vegetables and
obviously make the cookies for his
birthday party but the main thing
Mendel loved was staying up late, he
was always a “Leil Shishinik”. In the
Moya home Mendel is known for his
Friday afternoon concerts, Mendel
would sing in the shower very loud
and everyone would listen to him
singing. One of Mendel’s favorite
songs is “the little bird is calling” (not
everyone knows this but Mendel has a
great voice).”

Mendel is obviously one of the biggest
Launchers, his roommate Yosef
Wolfman told us the following story:

One night at 3:00am i was heading to
bed (I usually go to sleep earlier but
that night was my freinds 5th cousins 

Mendel Launching as a bay

When it was
time to go to
Yeshiva
Mendel was
uncertain
whether he
should go to
Detroit or
not. On the
one hand he
wanted to  

go learn Chassidus by Rabbi G, but on
the other hand all his friends were
going to some other Yeshiva. Mendel
went to speak with Reb Yoel Kahn
(who was his personal Mashpia), who
told him "you should learn in Detroit
because Rabbi G is there, he is the
greatest Mashpia and was also a
Talmid of mine many years ago".

Friday afternoon preparing
for his birthday party.

he would make a big party and invite
all his friends to celebrate and make
every Shabbos into a Vort (hey, maybe
Mendel Azimov was born on Friday
night).

was a very
young kid he
would
celebrate
every
Shabbos as
if it was his
birthday 

(similar to Mendel Backman, who
celebrates his birthday every day
which reminds me "Happy
Birthday  Mendel  Backman").

Chef Mendel making
cookies for his Shabbos day

Birthday party

Bar
Mitzvah so
I stayed up
late) and I
saw
Mendel
jumping
up and
down on
his bed
screaming
"Launch,
Launch,
Launch" 

when Mendel saw me he got very
embarrassed, because he thought
it was someone that didn't know
what it means to Launch, after
looking closely, he saw that it was
me, so we Launched together for
another few minutes until we both
fell asleep".

That my friends, is the story of the
heroic “one of a kind” Mendel
Moya!

Mendel is about to go
into a midnight

meeting with his
Mashpia Reb Yoel Kahn



In the winter of 1974, the Rebbe initiated the campaign that every Jewish home should have Kosher
Mezuzah on all its doors. Many people, even frum people, were not aware that Kosher Mezuzahs do
become Possul because of weather-related causes (for example, when it rains the water can drip
through the Mezuzah case and damage the actual Mezuzah) or simply from age. One must always
remember that a Mezuzah that is 99% kosher is 100% Possul! The Rebbe brought awareness of the
details of this Mitzvah to both frum and unaffiliated alike.

During the 1970’s, there was a terrible terrorist attack in the northern, border town of Ma’alot. Tens
of Jewish children were cruelly murdered in their school. At the time, the Rebbe advised that the
school check its Mezuzos, and a number were found not to be Kosher. The number of mezuzahs that
were found to be passul was exactly the same as the number of children who were murdered. The
Rebbe explained that the Mezuzah is like a helmet. When a soldier goes into battle, his helmet
protects him from the random attacks of his enemies. So it is with the mezuzah. The Jewish people
are suffering in these dangerous times. Each of us should bulk up on our ruchniyus helmet by
ensuring that we have Kosher Mezuzahs on our doorposts. This helps protect us, our homes, families,
the Jewish people, and the entire world.
 

Bipoel Mamish:

One should ensure that the Mezuzahs in his home are Kosher and are affixed in their proper places.

Find yidden who don’t yet have Mezuzahs in their house, and make sure to get one up asap!

The Rebbe advised that when one is not well, has trouble sleeping, nightmares, or is experiencing
any other conditions that require extra concern, the Mezuzahs in the home should be checked.
 

Tip from the Launchers:

Although it is not a problem to have a nice Mezuzah case, we must make sure to stress to people we
talk to about placing Mezuzahs on their doorposts that the important thing is the actual Mezuzah,
and the case is secondary, the mitzvah is the Mezuzah inside not the case!

Do you know someone who doesn't have a Mezuzah? Speak to your parents and make sure to get that
person a Mezuzah.

The 10 Mivtzoim

Mivtza Mezuza
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Dovid didn’t live in a regular city, he was a Shliach in a far-out land where there were some people
who let’s just say didn’t love the Yidden so much (believe it or not some people don’t even love the
launchers), as you can imagine, there were some hardships for Dovid growing up. 

One day as Dovid’l went to the store to pick up a bottle of ketchup (Launcher Shea’s favorite drink),
someone gave him a comment about his yarmulka and being Jewish, at first Dovid was scared and
worried, but then Dovid had a flashback in his mind, it was a few months earlier, he was in camp, it
was a Friday night (by this time the mushy carpets were already gone), and head-counselor Mendel
Azimov stood up and shared the most amazing story;

There was once a Chossid of the Alter Rebbe, Reb Mordechai of Lepiel, who never did an Aveirah
because of his Ga’avah (haughtiness). When the Yetzer Hara nagged at him and said, “Listen here,
Mordechai! Do it!” he would stand up tall and straight and scream, “Who me?! A Chossid of the Alter
Rebbe, I should do an Aveirah?! No way! עס פאסט ניט! It is not befitting of who I am!

Dovid decided, “me? A chosid of the Rebbe? I’m not embarrassed to be a yid, on the contrary, I have
such a Zechus to be the Rebbe’s Chossid, for me to walk down the street as a proud Chossid, brings
the Rebbe tremendous Nachas, I wouldn't give that up for anything!

My dear Launchers,
Wherever we go in the world there will always be people who don’t love us (yet, obviously when they
get to know you and they figure out that you are a launcher they will drop all the hate instantly) and
sometimes we can get intimidated, but if we know and understand that we are Chasidim of the
Rebbe, we have nothing to worry about!

P.S. keep launching!!!!

As Chassidim, we don't fearAs Chassidim, we don't fear
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Levi: ok, perfect, Kachoo, how did you get on the spaceship? Do
you know the whole world is looking for you?!

Kachoo Kappa: it’s a long story.

Avi: Levi, don’t fall for it, once he starts, he never stops.

Kachoo Kappa: hey be nice! Basically a few months ago my hair
was growing really long, and my family wasn’t happy. They
wanted me to get a haircut. I don't like haircuts, so I ran to buy a
hot dog.

Shea: hahaha Avi hot dog weirdo!

Kachoo Kappa: I purchased a hot dog, and then realized I had no
money, so I just started running with my hot dog in my hand,
and finally came to this massive place called “Launcher
Headquarters”, by this time I was really tired, and I saw a big
empty place, I went inside and fell asleep, a few weeks later I
woke up, and here I am.

Levi: Uhm, a few weeks later?! You slept for a few weeks?

Kachoo Kappa: yes!

Throughout Kachoo’s bubbe maises, Avi and Shea were worried
about bigger and better things;

Avi: Shea, wanna hear a joke? Why can’t your nose be twelve
inches long?

Shea: why?

Avi: because then it would be a foot!

Levi: Avi and Shea enough jokes, we have twenty minutes left
until you crash land…

Shea: ok which button should I press?

Levi: the button should say “Launch”

Shea pressed the launch button and BH everyone was safe and
they launched right back into shamayim!

Kachoo Kappa: guys I am really sorry for annoying you guys….

Avi: ok, the truth is I owe you an apology for making you crazy.

Kachoo: You didn't make me crazy, that was hashem….

To be continued….

Previously in “up in space”
Kachoo Kappah ran to the back of the spaceship, and Avi and
Shea ran to see where he was going, but they couldn’t find him.
Where did he go?!?!

Shea: ok, Avi, do you have any idea where he went?

Avi: uhm no, but more importantly, do you have any pizza?

Shea: Avi, this isn’t a joke, and why would I have pizza?

Avi: hahaha, your name is shea pizza loser.

Shea: Where is Kachoo Kappa?

All of a sudden the phone rings, it was the man on earth
manning the spaceship, his name is Levi (until today we are
uncertain his last name, some say it’s Levi Shemtov, but others
are convinced it’s Levi Katz).

Levi: guy’s there is an emergency, one of you pressed the landing
button and you guys are on your way back to earth now, who
was it?

Avi: Wait, so that means I’m gonna be able to eat pizza soon,
yay!!!

Levi: Avi, stop with the games, there’s nowhere for you guys to
land, you're just gonna crash land and…..

Avi: And what? Eat pizza

Shea: Avi stop with this pizza mishegas.

Levi: Enough jokes! Who pressed the button? You guys only have
4 hours left to fix it, or else….

Shea: Well I’m not sure if you are aware about this guy Kachoo
Kappa, he basically….

Levi: what?! Kachoo is on the spaceship? Do you guys know who
that is? The whole world has been talking about him, he
disappeared a few months ago….

Shea: What's his deal? Do you have any info?

Levi: No, please put me on the line with Kachoo.

Avi: Well, Kachoo is missing….

Kachoo Kappa: I’m not missing, I just went for a quick nap.

Up In SpaceUp In Space
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Bh we recently had our annual
GYYR reunion, at around

6:45 PM the campers started
rolling in. As you can see in
the pictures Launcher Avi

and Shea welcomed everyone
in (and obviously relaunched

them).

We must have sung the
gyyr song a billion times

(at least) 
 

We ate pizza, french fries,
and drank soda!!!!

We had a smashing, bashing, fantastic
night activity “who can pop the balloon

faster”
 

We then watched a video of the rebbe,
wrote hanochos, and joined amazing

raffles!!

knowing that I'll be back next year 

Head Counselors Levi
Katz and Levi

Shemtov taught us an
amazing lesson by

holding up a welcome
home sign; meaning
that camp is our true
home, L’CHAIM!!

GYYR Reunion in review
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Dear Launcher,

Hi, I have been trying to call the launchers,
but they don’t pick up their phone… What
should I do?

-Anonymous
 

-Reply- 

Hi Anonymous,

the Launchers are available 24/6, but you
must remember the Launchers are learning
in yeshiva, so at certain times, they don’t
have their phone on them, just keep calling,
the Launchers do not get annoyed, call a
bazillion times until they pick up.

All the best, the Launchers.

Dear Anonymous,

This is in response to your question about if
Levi and Avi are brothers.

It’s kind of a confusing topic, as you
mentioned there is room to say they are,
but also room to say they aren’t. The GYYR
team sat together for a meeting to discuss
this controversial topic, and we came to a
conclusion, drum roll please... They are 3rd
cousins 57 times removed, yup believe it or
not, they aren’t brothers.
 
Good wishes, 

The Launchers

Dear launchers,

This is Mrs. Weiss, Moshe Weiss's mother. 

After reading the Kislev article about Moishele, I
wanted to reach out to the Launchers and add
a few great details to that article. Baruch
Hashem I found the amazing GYYR website! It is
truly beautiful and fun! I was able to
successfully contact you -the esteemed
launchers- and share this fantastic other piece
of Moishele’s life.

When Moshe was born he had 2 swirlies on his
head. If you feel the top of your head you will
feel that there is only one swirly. Moishele has
2! This caused him for the first few years of his
life to have a natural Mohawk (see photo). So
everyone he knew would call him "Mohawk Mo''
until his hair got long and the Mohawk fell
down (see photo).

Anyways launchers keep up the great work, I
love GYYR! And keep learning tons in yeshiva! 

All the brochos, 

Mrs. Weiss
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WHAT YOUR STAFF DO AFTER CAMP

Bonus footage!

Best freind mendel and levi change glasses

Launchers have a serious meeting
discussing the future of GYYR

Hc levi katz stretching

ECAD Mendel Backman
living GYYR

Kitchen manager Shmuel
Lashkar in his new kitchen

apron

Mendel deciding
which katz is

better

Moshe wants you to send
pictures of your GYYR

calendar

Mashpia and counselor
Mendel Moya Farbrenging

for his friends

Staff and campers
learn together on zoom
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Say  he l l o  to  a  new wor ld

On Behalf of the entire Gan Yisroel family we would like
to wish a grand Mazel Tov on the engagement of our
dear head counselor, co-founder of Gan Yisroel Year-

Round, and a true legend of our time

לוי יצחק שיחי' שם-טוב
May he continue to inspire his surroundings with his natural

talents.

"We love you Levi!"


