




Editorial

Shea & Avi

Dear campers and staff,

As we are closely approaching Yud Alef Nissan, we begin thinking about what
we will bring the Rebbe as a present in honor of this special day.

This is true every single year, but how much more so in a year like this when we
are holding by 120 years. We must say that you guys are surely lucky to have the
launchers who will be launching an amazing Mivtza with amazing prizes for
this special day, as you will see later on in this magazine.

It has been so many months since we left camp [insert sad face] and you may
feel like all the chayus which you got in camp has vanished, we all know that
feeling, and we all know that that feeling doesn't feel all that great.

Tayere Launchers,

Now is your chance to take back all the chayus you took from camp into your
daily lives! 
Yud Alef Nissan is right around the corner! Let's make the Rebbe proud! Take
part in the Mivtza for Yud Alef Nissan and enter a raffle for amazing prizes!

May we be zoche to be by the Rebbe’s farbrengen this year on Yud Alef Nissan,
with the coming of Moshiach, may it be speedily in our days!
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יום טוב איז אין אלגעמיין א פרייליכער און מזל'דיקער
טאג פאר אלע אידן, בפרט פורים וואס דעמאלט איז
די שמחה גאר א גרויסע, נאך גרעסער ווי די שמחה
פון אלע אנדערע ימים טובים, גרויסער אפילו פון דער
שמחה פון חג הסוכות (וואס ווערט אנגערופן "זמן
שמחתנו"), ווי די חז"ל זאגן אז "חייב איניש לבסומי
בפוריא עד דלא ידע" - די שמחה פון פורים האט ניט

קיין גרעניץ.
וואס דערפאר איז אויך דער מנהג ביי אידן, אז מען
מאכט פורים פארשידינע פארשטעלונגען - מען
פארשטעלט זיך און מען טוט אן "מאסקעס" און דאס
גלייכן - ווייל די שמחה פון פורים האט ניט קיין
גרעניץ, ובמילא איז זי "פורץ גדרים": זי "ברעכט" די
באגרענצונגן און געוויינטלעכע איינגעשטעלטע

סדרים.
דערפון איז פארשטאנדיק, אז אויך די צוגרייטונג צו
פורים דארף זיין דורכגענומען מיט שמחה, און וואס
מער מען איז מוסיף איז דער לעבעדיקייט און שמחה
אין דער צוגרייטונג צו פורים, אלץ מער איז די
ליכטיקייט און שמחה פון די ימי הפורים וואס קומען

דערנאך.
און פונקט ווי מען דארף האבן שמחה ביי זיך אליין,
אזוי דארף מען משפיע זיין ליכטיקייט און שמחה
אויף אלע קינדער ארום זיך, און זיי דערציילין אז
"ליהודים היתה אורה ושמחה" - "אורה זו תורה" און
"שמחה זה יום טוב" - און אזוי אויך בזמן הזה, "כן
תהי' לנו" - אז ביי יעדער אידן איז פאראן אורה און

שמחה.
און פון דער שמחה איז מען זוכה בקרוב זיך צו פרייען
מיט משיח צדקנו, אין דער שמחה פון דער גאולה
האמיתית והשלימה דורך משיח צדקנו, במהרה

בימינו ממש.
 

די גרויסע שמחה פון פורים 
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All Yomim Tovim are very happy and
lucky for all Yidden, especially Purim
which the Simcha is far greater than any
other Yom-Tov. Even greater than Sukkos
(which is called "the time of our Simcha")
- the Simcha of Purim simply has no
limitations, as the Chazal say חייב איניש
.לבסומי בפוריא עד דלא ידע
Therefore it is also the Minhag of Yidden
that we do different "performances" on
Purim like we wear masks for example,
and this is ok because it's Purim and
Purim has no limitations, it's a day where
we don't follow the regular restrictions
and orders.
It is therefore understood that the
preparation for Purim also has to be
B'Simcha, and the more we add in the
preparation for Purim the greater the
Simcha will be when we come to Purim.
And besides for just being B'Simcha by
yourself you also have to make all the
children around you B'Simcha, and you
should tell them that it says ליהודים היתה
the Yidden had light and“) אורה ושמחה
joy") "light" means Torah and "joy"
means Yom Tov. And it says כן תהי' לנו -
so should be for us”, this means that all
Yidden have this light and happiness.
and with this Simcha, we will be Zoche to
the ultimate Simcha of the Geulah
speedily in our days!

(י"ב אדר תשמ"ב, מ"ה - י' אד“ש תשד"מ)



הכנה לי"א ניסן מאה ועשרים שנההכנה לי"א ניסן מאה ועשרים שנה
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Rabbi Pesach Sperlin related: In 5732 Chassidim around the world marked the Rebbe’s seventieth birthday.

There was a tremendous ruach then in Lubavitch. Chassidim prepared for months for the special milestone. Shluchim and
askanim brought various gifts and the bochurim took on resolutions in learning as matanos for the Rebbe.

I took on a hachlata to learn an extra seventy hours outside the time in yeshiva. I bought a little notepad and everyday I
would write down all the time I spent learning in between school hours, until I accumulated seventy hours by Yud-Aleph
Nissan. Of course I was very excited. I planned to share my matana with the Rebbe but I didn’t want anyone else (even my
parents) to know about it. On Erev Yud-Aleph Nissan I came in to 770 and gave in my letter to mazkirus.

To my great surprise, when I got home later that day, my father asked me if I had written to the Rebbe. I was scared he would
reprimand me for wasting the Rebbe’s time with my petty matters on such a special day. Thinking quickly I asked my father
why he would think so. To my astonishment and delight he replied that the Rebbe had given out a special answer The. - גודל
me for nachas-ruach [is] great. [Citing from the new kapitel,] ‘I was an example for: ”הנחת רוח. כמופת הייתי לרבים ואתה מחסי עוז
the many, and You were my strong shield...’” On the Rebbe’s seventieth birthday with so much going on, the Rebbe took the
time to answer a ten-year-old child about the nachas he caused!



CampediA

Topics you may be 
interested in:

Levi Katz
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Tustin
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Malkiel

Launchers
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Hiskashrus war

Kool-Aid

Levi Raichik

Shea Shmotkin

Avi Katz

Vort

Launch-Pad

Walkie Talkie's

Rabbi Danow had a good friend his name was Adam, he would visit him every Friday on Mivtzoim.
Adam ran a radio station (a few times Rabbi Danow even gave over a Dvar Torah on Friday to
thousands of people that would listen on the radio).

Now, before we continue we have to explain what a radio is, a radio is a device which has a large
antenna that when someone speaks in the radio station which was a room full of wires and machines
with very big antennas on top of the building - that's what's called a radio station - they would hear it
moments later, now that we understand how the radio works we can continue.

Rabbi Danow started telling his friend the problems he had about how to run camp, Adam  told him
"I have a great idea for you, there was just a new discovery that you can take all the big machines I
have in my office and you could make it into a tiny machine but no one did it yet because every one is
too scared". and he continued "if you are ready to take the risk I can do it and it will be ready right
before camp, are you ready to take the risk?" to which Rabbi Danow answered "YES!!".

Overjoyed Rabbi Danow left his office. A week before camp Rabbi Danow got a box in the mail with
the radios (see picture above) and these were the first ever radios that had batteries and dont have to be
connected to any power and work within a mile of each other.

In news papers all over there were articles about these radios that said "Chabad camp makes first
ever radios" .

The story behind the famous Walkie-Talkie's is an interesting
and long one, in this article we will try to bring you as much of
the story as we can. Here we go:

It all started in 5733 when camp started the BMD program on the
other side of camp in Kalkaska, now you have to understand the
first year of camp being on the other side it would be very hard
because there was no form of communication as cell phones
were only made many years later, so camp director Michoel
Danow didn't know what to do and how camp would run this
way.

As camp was nearing he became very nervous how things would
run without any communication so he began to think to himself
how he would solve this problem, then it accrued to him     
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On behalf of the entire Gan Yisroel and the administration of ‘Gan Yisroel Year-
Round’, we would like to express our congratulations to the following campers and

staff who are celebrating their Birthdays in the month of Adar Rishon!
 

Look in the journal to find their numbers and give them a call.

Mendy Lavrinoff
Mendel Kavka
Shaya Eisenbach
Moishe Libersohn
Levi Brook

5 Adar 2
13 Adar 2
15 Adar 2
15 Adar 2
16 Adar 2



BE HAPPY!
   One rainy morning, Shea was woken up by his mother with only 25 minutes left until the beginning of school. He washed
Neggel Vasser, brushed his teeth, rushed down the stairs and burst into the kitchen. He grabbed his favorite type of cereal
out of the pantry and tried to pour himself a bowl - only to find that the box was completely empty! He finally settled for
another type of cereal... only to find that they’re out of milk! This day just isn't going well.
   He spent the next 10 minutes looking for a clean shirt and was left with only 10 minutes to jump into the car and rush to
school.
   As he walked into the classroom, his Rebbe was in the middle of telling the class that “we’re only a few days away from
Chodesh Adar”, and, as everybody knows - "M'shenichnas Adar Marbim B'simcha".
   Shea stood there and listened, but he just couldn't relate to it: How is it possible to be happy after such a crazy morning?
Shea began questioning the whole idea. 
   Are we forcing unhappy people to be happy? In other words, does "M'shenichnas Adar Marbim B'Simcha" mean that no
matter how I'm feeling, once Adar comes I have to be happy?

   Launchers!
   Being in Adar doesn't mean that we’re happy because we're a few days closer to Pesach where we can eat Shmaltz and
Yapchik.
   On Purim, the Yidden were at a very low point; physically as well as spiritually. Yet, even during those tough times, they    
were still connected to Hashem!
   Hey, Shea?
   You had a bad day? Don't you realize: Even when we're having a bad day Hashem is with us; we are always connected!
How can you be in a bad mood when you are connected to Hashem?!
   Chevreh! Adar is here! Let's be happy! And let us use our happiness to strengthen our connection with the Rebbe!
   Even when you are feeling down, you must always remember that the Rebbe loves you and that itself will make you
happy!
   Hey! That's just like the song:
   "A father so loving, always there, concerned for me, a shepherd who guides me, tending to his precious sheep, our Nossi,
his care breaks through all boundaries, great affection is displayed for everyone to see…"
   We can utilize this happiness and this realization so much! Especially now when we’re standing only a month away from
Yud Alef Nissan!
   I don't know about you, but I think that Shea has a huge smile on his face by now! Being happy is relatable and contagious!
Share the light this Adar with your friends and family!
 
L’chaim!

AADDAARR
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For every one of these mivtzoim ideas, you will see a blank circle, you fill out
how many of these things you did with other Yidden and if you get a total of 12

things (everything included) you join a raffle for amazing prizes!

Launch into a
whole new age!
Prepare with Gan Yisroel for 
Yud-Aleph Nissan, 120 years!

TEFILIN Matzah

Ois Bsefer
Torah Megilah

Mishloach
Manos

Tzedaka Neshek

Matanos
L'evyonim

Win
amazing
prizes!
Drone, Remote Control Car
Canvas Picture of the Rebbe,
Canvas Picture of Gan Yisroel
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Unusual Advice



THE LEVI
SHEMTOV
GAN
YISROEL
TIMELINE

תשס"ג

Levi Goes to Gan Yisroel for his first
summer as a camper! His life was

changed forever!

תשע"ג

Levi now with his experience, led the Mishnayos Baal Peh
department of Gan Yisroel! Levi was famous that summer

for accidentally breaking out a trip and for playing the
Shamash in the now famous staff play of 5772!

תשע"ד-ע"ה

Levi returned to Yeshivah for 2 summers, although it
was not easy for Levi to leave, ultimately it was the right

decision to spend his summer learning Torah.

תשע"ו

Levi headed the educational department
of KvutzaYud Beis, he was honored for
his heroism and devotion by the staff

banquet at the end of the summer.

תשס"ד

Levi returned to Gan Yisroel after loving
his previous summer! Levi now knew
that this would be his forever home

תשע"ז

Levi was the head counselor of what
is known as the most successful

BMD program of the 21st century!

תשע"ח

In addition to being a learning teacher
Levi brough the Chosidel program to a

whole new level! In the 3 weeks Levi
was a Head counselor!

תשע"ט

Levi ran the only and most successful
2-week camp program in the history
of Gan Yisroel! In the second month

he was the Chosidel admin.
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תשס"ה

Levi was fully involved in Gan Yisroel on a whole new level. In the
campers write section of the journal Levi wrote: “I like my

counselors, I like my learning teacher, I like activities and I like
learning class and I had a lot, a lot of fun!”

Bunk Kuf Gimmel

תשס"ו

Levi’s bunk cheer is a song he cherishes
till this day “Hey is for horses, horses eat
hey, we are the horses so get out of our

way!!”

Bunk Hei

תשס"ח

Levi’s last summer as a camper, on
the last day of camp Levi vowed to

return very soon!

תשע"ב

Levi returned to Gan Yisroel for his first summer
as a staff member, he spent his summer helping

around Gan Yisroel doing whatever was needed of
him to make the summer succesful

תשס"ט-ע"א

Levi spent these 2 summers
learning diligently in Yeshivah

BMD

תשס"ז

Found in the 5767 journal: Quotable
Quote “Do I get a picture of the Rebbe?”
In 20 years “M.P.B. director” (see 5772)

What If Levi “used a blanket.”

Bunk Ches

תש"פ

Levi transformed a simple
campground in Walkerville, Michigan

into a home for Gan Yisroel for 5
whole weeks as head counselor!

תשפ"א

Levi led Gan Yisroel as head counselor
in the main camp which ultimately

was his final summer as a staff
Member in Gan Yisroel לע"ע.
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PurimPurim    

RebbeRebbe
with the

Purim 5749

Purim 5749 Purim 5749

Purim 5731Purim 5722Purim 5750
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Brief History—end 5734

In a sicha to the N’shei Ubnos Chabad (the women and girls of Chabad), the Rebbe
spoke about how the world is deteriorating into darkness, and that there is a need
to illuminate our surroundings. 

The Rebbe suggested a solution:

To ensure that all women, as well as girls before their marriage, and even children
before bas mitzvah, light Shabbos and Yom Tov candles. In the following days and
weeks, the Rebbe gave tremendous encouragement to this mivtza, with a surprise
farbrengen and sicha, and was intimately involved in the details. Along with
Mivtza Tefillin, this is one of the most iconic of the ten mivtzoim. 

What it is?

All women and girls should light Shabbos and Yom Tov candles. This mivtza is
directed at the frum community as well, since many of them do not light candles
until they’re married. The Rebbe said that the custom of single girls lighting candles
was quite prevalent in previous generations; it had simply been forgotten and this
was a call to reinstate an ancient custom. Furthermore, in the current state of
darkness that the world is in, ever more light is needed. 

Who is it for?

All Jewish women and girls (from when they can recite the bracha) . 

Ruchniyus effects: 

All mitzvos bring light into the world, but Shabbos candles are unique in that the
spirtual light created by the mitzvah is manifest, so we actually see a physical
light, visibly illuminating the darkness.

The 10 Mivtzoim

Mivtza Torah
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Back in Russia all the kids had to go to the Goyish schools, and we know a lot of stories about the
Mesiras Nefesh that they had then in regards to that. Especially when it came to Shabbos, one
particular story which comes to mind is about a chosid name Shlome Vishedsky who had to go
through all that, one Shabbos there was a test and there was no possible excuse to not go to school
that day, so in the morning his mother brought him to the school building and right in front on the
steps, she started screaming at him “you bad boy, you didn’t prepare for the test, you didn’t bring
your lunch, you’re such a bad boy,”and with that she threw him down the steps, his shirt got ripped
and he got hurt bad.

The principal came and said he should go home but the mother insisted that no! He should go to
school, be hungry and fail the test and that will teach him a lesson. Obviously, the principal won and
he went home and there was no suspicion that he was trying to keep Shabbos. They later asked the
mother how did she have the courage to push her son down the steps? A regular mother can’t do
such a thing, she said that when her father (Reb Shlome Raskin) came back from the Fridiker Rebbe
for Simchas Torah one year, they made a farbrengen and her father imitated how the Rebbe danced,
and he was so involved and excited! She said that she had that image in her mind, (even though it
was so many years later!) and that’s what gave her the strength to push her son.

Launchers,
We stand now in a time that we need a lot of strength, unfortunately we can no longer see the Rebbe.
But that’s not an excuse! We can (and should) get Kochos by just looking at how a Chosid relives a
moment with the Rebbe!

Go to your father, zaide, or anyone that you know who had the zechus to see the Rebbe, and ask them
to tell you stories, like we see in the story with Reb Shlome Vishedsky that something his mother
remembered from her father coming back from the Rebbe gave her the courage to do what she did!

The Rebbe’s KochosThe Rebbe’s Kochos
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mentioned previously I was born in Egypt,
that’s where I learned how to  speak Egyptian,
and as you will see later in the story that is
very important. I am sure you guys all know
my old time friend Yosef Wolfman, Yosef and
I met many years ago and have been friends
ever since, I was speaking to Yosef last year
when he told me that he has 2 friends going to
space soon named Avi and Shea, obviously I
didn’t believe him, because that just sounds
crazy, but he insisted that it is true, I figured
out quickly that Avi and Shea meant business,
they were actually going, I really wanted to
go, but knew that it was a special mission,
they were sent to space by Rabbi Levi Raichik,
and only they were allowed to go, so I went to
the launching center and met a security guard
who was Egyptian, I struck up a conversation
with him in Egyptian and somehow
convinced him that I am a technician for the
spaceship, so I was granted access to the
launching center.

Launchers: but how did you get into the
spaceship, and how did you keep quiet for so
long, what did you eat, drink etc.?

Kachoo: ok, I am done for the day, I will
answer the rest of the questions next month,
and hey, you guys weren’t supposed to listen,
ah whatever, I guess you guys might also
deserve to hear the story, ok bye guys!

Launchers: Hi, Kachoo, last month the
campers all read your life story, was
everything written there true?

Kachoo: uhm, surprisingly yes.

Launchers: so, everyone wants to know, how
did you end up in the spaceship, and how did
you keep quiet for three months?!

Kachoo: ahh, the million-dollar question, well
it’s no simple story, and it’s none of your
business!

Launches: uhm, yes, it is. We had to put up
with you for all this time, and the campers
spent the past 5 months reading about you,
they deserve to know the truth!

Kachoo: ok fine, I will tell the campers, but
you guys must close your ears, so you can’t
hear, deal?

Launchers: ok, kachoo with his crazy ideas
again….

Kachoo: where do I even start, firstly, dear
campers from Tustin, I am not sure if you
know this, but your launchers have crazy
addictions to food, avi with his hotdogs and
shea with his pizza, I mean its really insane.
But you guys, don’t wanna hear about them
right now, you guys want the man of the
hour,   yours   truly,   Kachoo   Kappa.  So   as

Up In SpaceUp In Space
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An interview with Kachoo Kappa



Everyone gathered in the
camp shul to hear the

sports rules for the
greatest sports program
Gan yisroel 1st month

Tustin ever saw!

Our dear sports
director Mendel

Rappaport welcomed
everyone and began
his state of the camp

address

The teams were split, we all got
our teams colored caps, and we
went on to enjoy day 1 of sports

knowing that I'll be back next year 

Wow! 
Cool caps!

Sports launch in review
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First session



The staff look at the
most gorgeous caps ever!

Our new sports
director (and

counselor
#devodication)

Yisroel Uminer gave
the state of the camp

speech

Hi Levi kalmanson!

knowing that I'll be back next year 

Rules and splitting of
teams were done and
we went off to play
the most smashing,

epic sports Gan
Yisroel 2nd month

Tustin ever saw!

Sports launch in review
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Second session



The stories of our most amazing counselors
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Our Counselors

Levik Shmotkin

Levik was born on Erev Yud Alef
Nissan 5764 in Brooklyn, NY. He was
the cutest baby ever, although I was a
small child when he was born I clearly
remember his big chubby cheeks and
how everyone always would pinch
them, he would always tell those
people in his cute lisp he had then
"thtop pinching my cheekth, I'm not a
toy".

Baby Levik Shmotkin

When he
was 11 he
got hired by
his uncle to
play for his
Chabad
house
dinner. He
played so
beautifully
and many
people heard 

When Levik
was growing
up I would
always guide
him and help
him out with
everything he
needed, I
would help
him do his
homework, I
would feed
him (even

Levik building a Sukka

I was always the nice older brother,
never fighting with him and always
sticking up for him whenever people
bullied him.

Levik is an introvert (that means he
likes spending time with himself),
when Levik turned 8 he got a piano
from one of his uncles as a birthday
gift, and he started to play around with
it, I would always get upset at him that
he's playing piano and making a lot of
noise, especially because he didn't
know how to play. A few years later
after hundreds of hours of playing
piano Levik learned how to play
beautifully, he would sit and play very
nice Nigunim and we would all love it.

until he was 10 he would need
someone to feed him), and anything
else he ever needed.

Levik getting ready to
build something big

about it and asked him to play for
them, but Levik being the scholar he
is, declined and continued on with
his Torah learning.

Levik’s most favorite thing to do was
to build (see pictures), he was always
helping people build anything they
needed. Even when Levik was a kid in
camp the staff would ask him to help
them   out   with  building   for   plays 

Levik drawing a blueprint of something he wanted
to buildWritten by his brother:

 Launcher Shea (we’ll let you in on a little secret: Levik
was the one that built the tower in the
staff play).

Growing up with Levik was so
beautiful and special, I thank Hashem
every day for it. 

And you (the campers of his bunk)
should just know what kind of talented  
counselor  you had and we should all
hope and pray that we have the great
merit to have him back in camp this
year 5782!

Levik playing practicing playing piano



I WONDER WHAT MY STAFF DO AFTER CAMP...

Hc levi Shemtov being presented his
“Life-Long” magazine by his wedding in

france!

Avi meets his freind
Mendel Raichik

It’s all smiles for
this happy camper!

Yosef showing off his
dancing skills

Hey! Look who it is!
Shmuli Drimmer!

Learning directors
reunion

Mendel moya tries to
prder supper

Staff meet about the upcoming summer

Learning director Shmulik Kesselman pours some
L’chaim by his l’chaim to director Moshe Shemtov

19



The Adar Beis magazine is in honor of the engagement of
our dear learning director

שמואל שיחי' קסלמן

We wish our dear Learning Director and freind a beautiful
life, may he continue to live with the spirit of Gan Yisroel

forever and ever!
 

”we love you Shmulik”


