




Editorial

Shea & Avi

Try to imagine the scene: You are on a road trip from Traverse City to Tustin. You drive into a V-power™  gas
station with the intention to fill up on gas. You are thirsty and therefore walk into the store for just a minute,
to buy a refreshing, freezing hot (or maybe it’s boiling cold?) bottle of KoolAid, and on your way out you
decide to try your luck and buy a lottery ticket. 
The cashier checks the numbers, and all of a sudden - to your utter shock and amazement - screams out: “WE
HAVE A WINNER!”
You look up at the screen, and lo and behold, it reads that you won, like - a bajillion dollars!!
Now at this point, you don't even know what you're gonna do with the money. You don't even know how
much money you'll be left with after you finish paying all the taxes. Ha! (Can someone please explain to me
what taxes are?)
But the first thing every single person will do after winning the lottery, is… to throw a massive party and
invite all his friends!
Launchers! We hit gold!
We won the lottery!
We were hand-picked to be in Dor Hashvi’i and be Chassidim of the Rebbe. This is what we were born into!
Yes, we may not yet understand the power of Chassidus and we may not fully comprehend what's going on...
But all we know is that we won the lottery so we naturally just throw a party!
We have to B'Simcha!
This is Yud Alef Nissan: we need to be B'Simcha!
Obviously this cannot be an EMPTY HAPPINESS, happiness like this comes after spending a month
preparing for the special day!
Boruch Hashem the Chosidels of Gan Yisroel prepared for this day and now we can celebrate and take on new
Hachlatos for the future!
So Launchers!
Let's do this! Let's be happy about this greatest Zechus that we have!
"Ashreinu Mah Tov Chelkeinu, U'Manayim Goiraleinu!"
“...This is a zechus, truly unbelievable, But with this comes achrayus, this I must remember too…..Everything
I say and see, in every place I’ll be, The Rebbe comes along, he is always there with me…”

Don't waste your time on this special day! 120 years only happens once!
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…ער ווייס טאקע אז ס'איז שוין
דורכגעגאנגען 120 יאר פון ווען
דער בעל יום ההולדת איז געבארן
געווארן אין א קליין שטעטעלע
אין רוסלאנד מעבר לים; אבער
ביחד עם זה ווייס ער אז וויבאלד
"הימים האלה נזכרים" דורך
תורת אמת, מאנט מען ביי אים
און מ'גיט אים כח אז עס זאל זיין
"ונעשים" – אז ביי אים זאל דער
ענין פון דעם יום ההולדת זיין ניט
אן ענין פון "למפרע" )כתורת
הבעש"ט הידועה אויף "הקורא
את המגילה למפרע לא יצא"(,
נאר אן ענין וואס טרעפט ביי אים
"היום הזה", דאס איז ביי אים ניט
"כחדשים", נאר "חדשים" ממש,
און דאס זאל פועל זיין אויף אים

אין מעשה בפועל.
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[On the one hand,] one knows that
120 years have passed since the
Rebbe Rashab was born in a small
Russian town. Nevertheless, he
also knows that the Torah
remembers these days, and it
demands from him, and the Torah
gives him the power to make
those days ones that are brought
into action. Meaning, that the
birthday of the Rebbe Rashab
should not merely be a day that is
“retroactive” (as the Baal Shem
Tov explains the Halacha: “one
who reads the Megillah
retroactively [to mean, one who
assumes that Purim is a story of
the past, irrelevant to our daily
lives] has not fulfilled his
obligation.”) Instead, it must be
considered a day that reoccurs
now — “on this day”. It is not a
birthday that is only relatable to
our times; it is happening anew.
And this day should empower him
in his actions.

כ' חשון תשמ"א

"הימים האלה נזכרים"



הכנה לי"א ניסן מאה ועשרים שנההכנה לי"א ניסן מאה ועשרים שנה
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Launchers, 

The day we have been talking about for so many months is finally here!

Yes! Yud Aleph Nissan 120 years has finally come!

Dear chasidim,

As you will see later on in the magazine there is a page for all of you telling you what to do on this special
day of Yud Aleph Nissan. 
For the past few months we have been preparing and talking about Yud Aleph Nissan, but now is when
all what we have been talking about comes into action, let's make sure not to waste this opportunity!

Hopefully, by Yud Aleph Nissan we will already be with the Rebbe in 770, standing by the grand Yud
Aleph Nissan farbrengen!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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CampediA

Topics you may be 
interested in:

Levi Katz

Camp Lake

Tustin

Abraham Jacob

Malkiel

Launchers

Moshiach war

Hiskashrus war

Kool-Aid

Levi Raichik

Shea Shmotkin

Erev Shabbos Kugel

way from Israel, his name was Eli (Eli still cooks in Kalkaska). Eli was an amazing chef, most
famous by the campers for his falafel which he made every Tuesday (around camp there was tons
of signs stating 'Falafel Tuesday' everyone looked forward to Tuesdays. 

One Friday Eli realized that he made way too much food and had tons of extra kugel and cholent,
he went over to Rabbi G and offered to give him the kugel and cholent so he can give to the
campers, Rabbi G put his finger on his forehead deep in thought, he finally came to a conclusion
that the kugel will go to the campers and the cholent will go to the staff. Rabbi G radioed in
Sholom Hecht (LT Motti Hecht's Zeide) and asked him to announce on the PA for all the campers
to come receive their kugel.

The campers came running down the hill (oh how I miss Kalkaska{insert crying emoji}) went to
the kitchen door and grabbed their food, Rabbi G decided from then on every Friday campers
will get kugel. so make sure to thank Rabbi G next time you see him! THANK YOU RABBI G!

On behalf of the entire Gan Yisroel and the administration of ‘Gan Yisroel Year-Round’, we
would like to express our congratulations to the following campers and staff who are

celebrating their Birthdays in the month of Adar Rishon!
 

Look in the journal to find their numbers and give them a call.

Yoel Goldstein 17 Nissan
Levi Rivkin 18 Nissan
Yaakov Resnick 19 Nissan
Yoseph Shomer 23 Nissan
Motti Brook 29 Nissan
Menachem Mendel Resnick 30 Nissan

David Aizenman 1 Nissan
Menachem Mendel Raichman 2 Nissan
Photographer Yossi Sasonkin 3 Nissan
Mendel Shemtov 4 Nissan
Yudi Grossbaum 6 Nissan
Menachem Mendel Trusch 8 Nissan

Counselor Levik Shmotkin 10 Nissan
Sholom ber Feldman 11 Nissan
Levi Langsam 11 Nissan
Yechiel Segal 12 Nissan
Mendel Weinfeld 13 Nissan
Sruli Teldon 16 Nissan

We all love it, yes, you know exactly what I am talking
about, correct the on one and only erev shabbos kugel that
we eat every Friday in Gan Yisroel!

where does this minhag come from and when did it start?

let's take you back to the summer of 5736, Rabbi G was the
learning director for his 2nd year straight, just so you know
how long ago this was our director Reb Levi Raichik was
only 10 years old (so I guess now he is like a bazillion years
old), well basically that particular summer camp brought in
a new chef all the 
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The stories of our most amazing counselors
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Our Counselors

Yisroel Uminer
The story of Yisroel Mordechai
(Mordechai was a big tzadik in the
Purim story) Uminer is a special one.
Yisroel as he is known by his close
friends and family is a very chasidisher
bochur who is known mainly for his
Ahavas Yisroel.

Yisroel’s favorite yomtov is Sukkos,
every Sukkos Yisroel spends his whole
day going around finding jews to
shake Lulav and Esrog with. Everyone
in Chestnut Hill (where Yisroel lives)
calls Yisroel ‘the sukkos boy’ because
of his koch in mivtzah lulav!

Yisroel shaking lulav with someone from Chestnut Hill

 the mammy
and tatty
and the kids
have to stay
at home
with a
nanny?”
Yisroel’s
mother told
us many
more stories  
like this

Yisroel is
also a
professional
musician, he
plays
accordion
(see picture)
once on
mivtzoim
Yisroel lost
his wallet
and couldn’t 

Yisroel when he turned 12

for the people on his route, in order to
get 2.75$ for the train he sat down on a
chair in the subway and started to play
and placed his hat on the floor, after a
couple of minutes he looked into his
hat and saw 25$! Yisroel realized how
good he is and started playing for local
shluchim near his yeshiva by yomtov
events, such as Chanukah, Purim etc..

The GYYR team interviewed Yisroel’s
mother, “one time while we were
driving on the highway, I spotted a
smart car (a car for only 2 people) so I
pointed out to my children in the car
telling them to look at that car for only
two people, Yisroel’s eyes opened wide
and asked “wait, so the  car is  only  for 

pay for the train back to yeshiva, lucky
enough for him he had his accordion
with him because he would always play 

Yisroel playing his
accordion.

 showing Yisroel's great interest in
things even as a young child.

Yisroel was and is a major help on
shlichus, always offering his parents a
helping hand, his biggest koch is with
the Chabad Hebrew School, always
ready to teach jewish kids who didn’t
get the chance to receive a jewish
chinuch like us the Alef beis and so
much more!

Yisroel loves   cows,  whenever  he

Yisroel picking pomegranate seeds.

goes to the zoo he runs straight to the
Cows and spends the whole day with
them, speaking to them, farbrenging
with them, dancing, singing, and
anything else you can think of what
you do with your friends.

Yisroel loves when Rosh Hashonoh,
mainly because that’s when we eat
pomegranates, Yisroel loves to pick
out each seed one at a time which
resembles the 613 mitzvos!

Yisroel is a selfie machine! Always
taking selfies, when Yisroel was young
the famous selfie stick was created,
Yisroel begged his parents to buy him
one, finally when Yisroel’s birthday
came along his parents surprised him
with a selfie stick. Yisroel would walk
around the whole city with the selfie
stick taking selfies.

All in all, This obviously isn’t enough
to really know the whole story of
Yisroel but it is a small glimpse into his
life. Hope you all enjoy!



with the

Experience Purim with the
Launchers like never before!

Dive into Avi and Shea’s Purims!

Avi spent his Purim helping the
Shluchim in Turks and Caicos,
while Shea was helping the
Shluchim in the Virgin Islands!
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with

As all of you guys know we recently just celebrated
the Yomtov of Purim, Yeshiva gives a Purim break
where bochurim can go home and take a short break
to get a new chayus to come back to yeshiva and
learn, but Avi being the special guy he is thought to
himself, if yeshiva is giving me a break I shouldn't
just go home and sleep, rather I should go help a
shliach with his communities purim needs. So that's
what he did, Avi spent Purim in Turks and Caicos
where his sister and brother in law live on shlichus.

T’anis Esther

Avi landed on T’anis Esther and got straight to work
meeting yidden who are on vacation there, putting
on tefillin, inviting them to the Purim party at
chabad etc..

While doing mivtzoim Avi asked a guy if he is
jewish the guy replied that he is and said his name is
Avi! Avi looked at him and said no 

way! My name is Avi too! They discussed which Avi
is better, our Avi told him that if he puts on tefillin
then he can become the better Avi, so he happily
agreed.

First night party

After a long fast day, the purim party finally began!
We obviously started off with a megillah reading,
the theme for the party was ‘Purim in Japan’! We
had sushi, and wore Japanese robes for costumes, bh
over 50 yidden joined the event!

Purim Day

After a smashing party the night before, there was
no time to waste, Avi jumped out of bed, went to
mikva, learned, davened and went out to meet
yidden to do the mitzvos of 
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Purim with them.
Avi met tons of yidden, gave them mishloach
manos, did matanos le’vyonim with them, put on
tefillin, read megilah and invited yidden to the
purim party taking place later that day!

Avi putting on tefillin with a yid, right after this Avi
read megilah for him, gave matanos le’vyonim, and
they gave each other mishloach manos.

Purim Night

After a long and busy day it was finally time for the
Purim party!

Avi helped the shluchim set up for the party,
expecting a big crowd Avi made sure the food was
set up, enough chairs, tables, cups etc…

Slowly, slowly the chevre started coming, within
minutes tha party was packed, with bh 0ver 60
people in attendance!

By the party Avi layed tefifilin with over 35 people!

Here we see Avi wrapping tefillin with
someone at the party!

Purim stats with Avi: 

75 tefillin
150 mishloach manos
75 matanos l'evyonim
150 people heard megillah
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with

For Purim Shea went with his cousin Berel, to his
aunt, uncle, Levi and Shneur Federman - two tayere
campers in Gan Yisroel - the Rebbe’s Shluchimin in
St. Thomas — an island in the middle of the ocean.

In order to write this article Shea had a special
photographer go with him to capture all the most
precious moments.

Tanis Ester
Shea arrived early to the Airport, and without
wasting a moment he started looking for Yidden
with whom to perform the mitzvah of Tefillin.

Shea took off at 10:51 AM on JetBlue flight 8120
direct to St. Thomas. At 2:38 PM the plane landed in
St. Thomas, and as he got off the plane, soldiers
approached them to make sure all the Covid forms
were filled out correctly, and he had the proper
testing before entering the island.

Shea was picked up by his uncle, and immediately
got to work delivering Mishloach Manos to several
Jews around the island. When he arrived at the
Federman home it was already night, and Purim was
about to begin. Shea sat down to learn about the
holiday of Purim in the Rebbe’s Sichos.

Purim eve
Purim has begun! The Purim energy is felt in the air
as the Chazzon starts V’hu Rachum with a Yom
Tov’dike tune. For the reading of the Megillah
several of the community members, as well as some
tourists packed the Shul in what was the only
Minyan on the island. As the Megillah was read one
was able to feel the Purim story come to life,
through the Beautiful tunes meticulously chosen by
yours truly, one may say, that at this moment there
was a real Nizkarim V’nasim as if it happened this
year.

After Megillah reading, the assembled sat down for
a tasty break fast. During the break fast words of
Torah on the Yom Tov Purim as well as L'chaim
were shared.

When the guests left, it was time to go to bring the
joy of Purim to the road with a festive Megillah
reading.

After the energetic outing, Shea went to sleep to be
well rested for the jam packed day to follow.
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Purim Day
At 7:00 AM Shea’s famous alarm (which is the Gan
Yisroel Year Round song) can be heard, he quickly
rises, says Modeh Ani, and washes Negel Vasser.
After immersing in Mikvah (the ocean), Shea
entered the Shul, and waited for the Chazan to begin
Hodu. After Shmone Esrei and Krias Hatorah the
preparations for Megillah began. The graggers were
given out, and after a few practice shakes the
Megillah was read.

After Davening and a quick breakfast, Shea and
Berel along with Levi Federman, visited a few island
residents to share the Mitzvos of Purim.

Next, they enter the car and head towards the port,
where a massive cruise ship is docked, thousands of
tourists board the ship. As they stood there the
energy at the harbor was on felt, spontaneously
joyous singing and dancing began with the passers
by. Fresh Hamantaschen were distributed to all,
along with a candy for Mishloach Manos. Matanos
L'evyonim was fulfilled with a giant Pushka (now
filled to the brim).

Shea hears a scream, “Happy Purim!” Without
skipping a beat he pulls out Tefillin and starts
wrapping up two Jewish Men. After they finished,
one of the men (he must have been in his mid 60’s)
said the mind blowing words “This is actually my
first time putting on Tefillin. My family and I came
here on vacation in honor of a relative's Bar
Mitzvah” The man is happily notified that today is
in fact his Bar Mitzvah, and singing and dancing
begin once again.

The ship soon departs, the pack returns to
headquarters, where a beautifully set up hall will
host the annual Festive Purim Meal. After a brief
Megillah reading, the crowd got comfortable for the
grand Seuda. The Rabbi greeted everyone with a
loud Gut Yom Tov! And proceeded to pour
everyone in the room L'chaim, the Joy in the room
intensified. Shea sat with a few of the islanders and
Farbrenged with them for a few hours.

After everyone left Shea continued to Farbreng with
classmates and friends over zoom. 

Shabbos
Shabbos on the island was beautiful. Although there
was no Minyan, Shea Davened and learned in the
gorgeous weather alone.

Sunday
With Shea’s flight hours away, He and his cousins
boarded a ferry to go to the neighboring island to
see if there are any jews that they could help with a
Mitzvah. After returning Shea and Berel said their
goodbyes, and found their seats in the car waiting
outside, Off to the airport they went. On the way
they passed by the old Jewish synagogue on the
island which in fact, is actually the oldest
functioning synagogue in the world.

As Shea arrived at the airport with small steps Shea
stepped away from the car not wanting to leave the
calming island, after such an amazing Purim who
would want to ever leave!
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 Brief History

During a farbrengen the Rebbe addressed the painfully low spiritual state of Jewish communities in
the last few generations, the Rebbe gave a reason for the low state of the Jewish people. It is explained
in seforim that the natural characteristics and tendencies of a person are influenced by the food he or
she eats and they have an effect on the way people feel and on the way they think. Therefore, non-
kosher food prevents the light of the neshama from shining forth. The Rebbe announced that a group
of donors was sponsoring a fund to cover half of the expenses of making kitchens kosher, and called
upon community organizations and societies to follow the example and set up funds to encourage as
many Yidden as possible to begin observing this important mitzvah. 

What is it?

 To encourage every person to keep a kosher home.

 Who is it for?

This is especially directed towards women, for the woman of the home has the unique opportunity to
influence the entire family to observe the mitzvah of kashrus, even if they are currently not doing so.
By feeding the family kosher food, it will affect the family and purify their minds. The Rebbe called
upon all frum communities to work in this area, “as these are not uniquely Lubavitch projects.” 

Ruchniyus effects?

 The Rebbe sometimes told people with health issues to be careful in kashrus. When people were
suffering from negative thoughts, the Rebbe often connected them to a deficiency of kashrus
observance as well.

The 10 Mivtzoim

Mivtza Kashrus
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The Saving Angel 



Rabbi Shmuel Kaplan told over the following story:

Three or four months after I started studying in kollel, I was asked to see Rabbi Hodakov, who was the head of the
kollel and the Rebbe’s chief secretary. Rabbi Hodakov told me that he had a special mission for me that would take
priority over everything else I was doing, even over my learning.

The mission involved helping a young, seventeen year-old girl who was experiencing great emotional difficulties with
teenage issues – rebelliousness, religious confusion, her home situation – the typical things that trouble teenagers. In
her case though, these problems were quite severe. The Rebbe had taken an extraordinary personal interest in helping
this girl through this stage in her life, and I was recruited to do what needed to be done.

She had written to the Rebbe, describing at length her anguish and inner turmoil. The Rebbe responded to her
immediately. In his letter, the Rebbe wrote, among other things, that he empathizes with her… that he feels her pain.

So she wrote back: “I don’t believe you. How can you feel my pain? You’re not going through what I’m going through.”

Within two hours, there was a response from the Rebbe, and this was the gist of it:

“When you will merit to grow up and marry, G-d willing you will have a child. Towards the end of the first year, the
child will begin to teethe. Teething is painful and the child cries. And a mother feels that pain as if it was her own. This
is how I feel your pain.”

The last words of the letter read: Kach ani margish tzaara, “This is how I feel your pain.”

This had a very strong impact on her. We discussed it and she began to realize that the Rebbe was feeling what she was
going through, and that the Rebbe was trying to help her. Slowly, she began to respond. She made progress, she
matured and things turned out well for her. Eventually she got married, had children and many good things
happened to her.

Tayere Launchers, 

When we inform the Rebbe of what is going on in our lives it's important to remember that he cares about everything,
so much so that when we are in pain he feels it, and obviously when we are happy the Rebbe is happy too!

I Feel Your PainI Feel Your Pain
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Launcher Shea called LD Shmulik Kesselman
(mazel tov Shmulik!!!!!).

Ring, ring, ring…

LD Shmulik: hello?

Launcher Shea: Shmulik was it quiet during
learning class?

LD Shmulik: no way…

Launcher Shea: oh, oops seems like we got
disconnected…

Kachoo: what?! You think I’m not smart? I am! I
know you guys made noise in learning class, but
please stop talking and let me speak!
Ok. where was I, so I heard on the PA that the
spaceship is leaving in 3 hours and Avi and Shea
should make their way to the spaceship to get
comfortable in their new home for the time
being. I realized I had to act fast, so I decided to
go hide in the closet, to my luck there was tons of
food there, but then for some weird reason I got
locked in!

Launcher Avi: wait?! Are you kidding me? So
because of you we barely had food?!

Kachoo: Well it wasn't exactly my fault, I got
locked in!

Launchers: ok, I think we are done here, we are
way too upset at you right now to continue this
conversation, maybe next time, but for now
Kachoo we cant speak to you anymore!

Kachoo: just when I thought we were becoming
friends….

Previously on ‘Up In Space’ the Launchers asked
Kachoo the million dollar question “but how did
you get into the spaceship, and how did you keep
quiet for so long, what did you eat, drink etc.?”
Now for the first time ever Kachoo will finally
answer what we have been waiting for all this
time!

Kachoo: ok, I think by now you guys (the
campers, not Avi and Shea) deserve to hear what
really happened. So basically as mentioned
earlier (see Adar II “up in space”) I lied to the
security guard and convinced him using my
Egyptian that I am a technician for the spaceship,
once I got passed him the rest was pretty easy, I
went into the spaceship and started making as if
im pressing buttons and doing technician things,
until the security guard finally left, then the
spaceship was all mine, I heard on the PA

Launcher Shea: hey Avi, that's your favorite thing
in the world!

Launcher Avi: what is?

Launcher Shea: the PA!

Kachoo: Do you guys want to hear what
happened or not?

Launcher Avi: ok, fine we will be completely quiet
as if we are sitting in learning class

Kachoo: is it quiet in learning class?

Launcher Shea: obviously! We are talking about
the campers in Gan Yisroel! Here, ill call one of
the learning directors right now to prove it!

Up In SpaceUp In Space
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Before camp, the launchers made a secret trip to the brand new camp grounds to set up
a recorder in the staff lounge. Now, in an exclusive article for GYYR readers, we present
the best recording bits here for you:
3:00 A.M the night before color war
HC Mendel Azimov: Ok, guys, listen up: color war is tomorrow, and we need a good
breakout.
Launcher Avi Katz: Oh, I know! We should say that the launchers are leaving, and
bring out all the campers to escort them, and then me and Shea will break it out!
HC Levi Katz: Uhm, I'm not sure if that’s a good idea. It is too mean to the campers. I
mean, the launchers leaving?! They won’t take it nicely - what is a camp with no
launchers?!
HC Levi Shemtov: Wait! Let's make a rule that no one is allowed to sing “up, up, up,
up” anymore, and then a staff member will sing it by supper, and we will break it out!
LT Mendel Angyalfi: NO WAY!! “Up, up, up, up” must be sung all day! To even think
for a moment that no one should sing it for a few minutes already hurts my head!
Director Levi Raichik: Ok guys, stop! I am breaking it out! I will just scream about the
AC or something…
5:00 A.M on a random night in camp
Counselor Moshe Weiss: Guys, I am not falling for it: I know that Avi Katz and Levi
Katz are brothers!
Lt Sholom Ber Pezner: ?!וואס
Kitchen manager Chmouel Lachkar: Bonjour... Avi and Levi no brother, cousin!
Chef Shmuly Berman: Ok, let’s think for a moment. In the journal from the first
month, they have the same address, but on the other hand they never speak to each
other... so that’s where it gets confusing…
Kitchen Staff Hillel Pritzker: !מה אתה אמר בכלל? אני רוצה פלאפל עכשיו

RecordingsRecordings   from the

Staff LoungeStaff Lounge  
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Sports Director Mendel Rappaport: Okay! There is no way they are brothers! It’s not
possible!!!
Counselor Moshe Weiss: I still believe they are brothers; nothing will change my mind.
Counselor Levi Kalmanson: Moshe, if I buy you an egg wrap, will you change your
mind?
Counselor Moshe Weiss: Ok, for an egg wrap I will do anything. But only if you buy it
for me right now - I’m starving!
Counselor Levi Kalmanson: Deal.
Counselor Moshe Weiss: Fine, Avi and Levi aren’t brothers! Come, Levi, let’s check if
Shneur Heber is still in the canteen.
To their great astonishment Shneur wasn't in the canteen then, so until this very day
Moshe Weiss still believes Avi and Levi Katz are brothers.

After the staff play HC Levi and Launcher Shea were having a discussion about the
canteen.

Shea: Levi, we both can obviously agree that pizza is better than hotdogs, everyone
knows that!
HC Levi Katz: What are you saying?! Hotdogs are way better!!
Launcher Shea: The only way we can figure this out is by asking the professional eater.
HC Levi Katz: Who is that? I thought I was the professional easter!?
Launcher Shea: no, its photographer Yossi Sasonkin!

Off Levi and Shea went to Yossi Sasonkin to figure out the correct answer…

Yossi: Welcome my dear friends, I suppose you came to me with a question regarding
food, is this correct?
HC Levi Katz: yes, what do you think is better, hotdogs or pizza?
Yossi: my dear colleagues, this garbage must end! No more unhealthy foods! Has your
mommy never taught you to eat healthy!? The best food is cucumbers or tomatoes!

There you have it guys, please do not tell staff when you see them about this article as
they may get upset and think it's a breach of privacy, thank you!
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WALKING TO REDEMPTION

"Shraga!" Shraga's Mother shouts out, "why are you running so fast, slow down!"
"Mammy you don't understand I have been waiting the whole year to go back to camp, I can't wait to get on that bus!" Shraga
replied as he continued to run down President St.
When a person is excited about something, it's very very hard to even wait one second for it. How can you sleep at night when you
know that tomorrow you are going back to camp!? You just want it to happen already! Your super duper excited!
But sometimes it's exactly in these exciting and special times where we don't run rather we take it easy and we let ourselves truly
enjoy it.
Believe it or not, Tanach tells us that when Moshiach comes we won't be running, we will be taking our time (Isaiah 52:12). Can
you believe that? Moshiach is probably the most exciting experience ever! Our entire life's mission is now fulfilled but instead of
running we will walk together!?
Even more interesting is that we see by the Geulah of Mitzrayim the Yidden did "Rush" and "Run" out of Mitzrayim, so why
wouldn't we do it for the final Geulah of Moshiach!?
We can simply understand the "non-running" of Moshiach based on the "yes-running" of Yetzias Mitzrayim:
but first a quick lesson about Matzah:
The Torah tells us that on Pesach we eat "Lechem Oini" (Matzah) that can become Chametz. The reason for this is because the
Yidden had to Leave Mitzrayim in a rush!
But why is that so? at that time the Yidden had the upper hand over Paroh and the Mitzriyim, this all took place after Makas
Bechoros when Paroh wanted the Yidden to leave, they could have taken their time and ate a normal meal (of Matzah Ashirah - a
thicker Matzah made of juice or oil instead of water...) and then peacefully walk out of Mitzrayim! Paraoh wanted them to leave!
The reason why they left in a hurry, is because they weren't yet one with the ways of Hashem and Torah, they didn't have it all yet
figured out yet, so the first step was just to run away from the evil and then eventually we will work on going on the right path
which finally did happen by Matan Torah (the first step is to get off the wrong path, then we will find the right path!)
That's why we eat “Lechem Oini” because it represents this type of serving Hashem where we don't know what's happening yet, all
we do is just leave the bad which is the idea of Sur Meirah - turning away from evil, with complete Mesiras Nefesh!
So we didn't run out of Mitzrayim because we were scared of Paroh, we knew that Paroh wanted us to leave and there was
nothing to be afraid of. Rather, The reason why we ran is that we were scared of ourselves, we didn't want to risk even one more
second in this place full of Klipos called Mitzrayim, and our only option was to run out with complete Mesiras Nefesh and no
calculations!
But when Moshiach comes we won't need to run, because when Moshiach comes we will be on the highest level, we will be one
with Hashem and everything will be clear to us, we won't need to worry about ourselves (the Yetzer Harah) trying to keep is away
from doing good! So we will be able to walk slowly and take it all in, and properly enjoy Hashem and the Torah!
The lesson is quite clear, right now we are stuck in Galus and we must know that whenever we are in a tough place, the first step is
to run away from it, to get off that evil path and then we can work on fixing the issue.
"That's what is so beautiful about Pesach, the Holiday is just so relatable because we are like in Galus now, and everything about
Pesach really is a clear lesson for us!
Another thing that I like about Pesach is Shmaltz! It just makes Mashed potatoes taste way better!" - Gresser
           Oh oh oh and BTW I'm totally with Shraga on this one. How can you not run to the bus after a full year of waiting for camp! 

Wait, I know how you can not run to the bus, you can walk!
"Launcher Shea stop, I'm trying to finish off this article with something Toichendik!"
And may we merit to experience the final Geulah with the coming of Moshiach now!
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We are pleased to present part 2 of the Head Staff farbreng series, featuring our special Learning
Directors, Reb Shmulik Kesselman of Oak Park, MI, and Reb Mendel Greenberg of Shanghai,
China.

Welcome Reb Shmulik, and Reb Mendel, let's jump right into it. 
R’ Shmulik when we think about Yud Alef Nissan, something which comes to mind is that
seemingly this is a private day for the Rebbe and may not have a connection to us, can you
please explain to us how this is something connected to us?

Reb Shmulik: When talking about Yud-Aleph Nissan, there’s an important point to remember. On
one hand, this day is the Rebbe’s very personal time; the Rebbe’s birthday. We all know what the
Rebbe wrote in Hayom Yom for Yud-Aleph Nissan; that on one’s birthday he should spend time
alone and contemplate the occurrences of the past year, rectifying those things that need to be
tended to, and so on. In other words, a birthday is a personal day. 

Yet on the other hand, the Rebbe is our nossi, and the birthday of a nossi is a cause for
celebration for his entire generation. In an interesting sicha said by the Rebbe on Yud-Beis
Tammuz 5722, the Frierdiker Rebbe’s birthday, the Rebbe explains that the when a nossi is born,
the seeds that carry all the avoda he will do throughout his lifetime, including the spiritual koach
he will give to each and every Jew of his generation, are brought into being and begin spreading
their light in the world. Hence, concludes the Rebbe, the nossi’s birthday each and every year is a
most joyous day for all the Jewish people! 

Yud-Alef NissanA special

with the learning directors
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In our generation, especially as the years progressed, the Rebbe went out of this way to share this
day with us, his Chassidim. He allowed us to celebrate and mark the date in various ways. In the
very early years, not many Chassidim knew what the date of the Rebbe’s birthday was. But in
5707, when the Rebbe was in Paris to bring his mother, Rebbetzin Chana, to the United States,
she revealed to the small group of anash there that Yud-Aleph Nissan is the Rebbe’s birthday.
Still, the date was largely unknown to most Chassidim. On Yud-Aleph Nissan 5712, the Rebbe’s
fiftieth birthday, he delivered a maamor in his room in front of a small audience of carefully
selected individuals. Ten years later, in 5722, the Rebbe held a special farbrengen in honor of Yud
Aleph Nissan–shnas hashishim. Later on, starting in 5731, the Rebbe held a farbrengen on almost
every Yud-Aleph Nissan.

R’ Mendel, we always hear how Yud Alef Nissan was celebrated by the Rebbe etc, but what about
us, we never saw the Rebbe, how can we still feel the same way that chasidim did then in regards
to Yud Alef Nissan?

Reb Mendel: I’m reminded of a story, Reb Shmuel Zalmanov, the legendary author of Sefer
Nigunim, one of the editors of “HaTomim” and much more, once asked the Rebbe if it would be
possible to edit something he had prepared. The Rebbe explained that he did not have time at the
moment, for there would be a wedding that night and he was preoccupied.

 Reb Shmuel was puzzled; the Rebbe had already officially stopped being mesader kiddushin and
would surely not be attending the wedding!

 But then the Rebbe explained: “Being there b’ruchniyus is more work than actually attending
b’gashmiyus!” In other words, the fact that the Rebbe’s presence is not seen in a physical sense in
no way negates the brachos and hashpa’os that the Rebbe provides us with.

 On the contrary; the Rebbe is with us even more and our connection with him is even stronger!
Let us utilize this powerful day of Yud Aleph Nissan to strengthen our own connection with the
Rebbe, each in our own way, but guided by the Rebbe’s teachings, and with Hashem’s help this
year, we will be zoche to be with the Rebbe for Yud-Aleph Nissan, with the geulah teikef umiyad
Mamish!

Wow! Thank you guys both! May we be zoche to see the Rebbe very soon, and hopefully
when Yud Aleph Nissan comes we will all be standing by the Rebbe’s farbrengen. With the
coming of Moshiach now!
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It was the Sunday afternoon of
Chof Gimmel Av, a week after the
historic Gan Yisroel Tanya printing
and only two-weeks left until
Admas Kodesh would begin its
cries “Oh, how will I bear it when
there is no light - In the dining
room, Friday night.”

BMD was on an ice-skating trip,
which meant the head counselor's
office was quiet and calm, a truly
rare occurrence. The head
counselors took the opportunity to
begin planning that week's
activities, there were so many ideas

and activities that had to be stuffed
into only 14 days!

In order to help them concentrate
Mendel Azimov whipped up some
of his famous pulled beef baguettes,
after eating a few sandwiches the
schedule started to become more
clear: “Hike Day can be monday,
the color run on tuesday, and…
WAIT! If next week is the grand
trip then that means we would
need to do color war this week!”

After a long discussion of whether
or not color war would happen this

Every camper who spent the second month in Gan Yisroel Detroit 5781, surely recalls the historic Friday
night Color war. What you may not recall (because why would you...) is the controversy behind it and the
heroic actions of head counselor Mendel Azimov that made it all possible. 

In honor of Pesach, a time when we focus on our freedom and liberation, we are pleased to present the
full story behind this awesome color war. 

"Friday Nights a Vort!"

year, Levi Raichik, the director of
Gan Yisroel rode into the office on
his Segway and broke out that we
will be having a color war this year!
Excited by the news, the head
counselors began to discuss when it
should be. Levi Shemtov suggested
it be done yesterday, but Levi Katz
explained to him that it wouldn't
be possible to do it yesterday
because yesterday was already too
busy, he then suggested that it be
done on Tuesday and Wednesday,
giving them a day to prepare. 

All three Levi's (Levi Shemtov, Levi
Raichik, and Levi Katz) waited for
Mendel Azimov to pipe in with his
opinion, but were shocked to find
that Mendel escaped through the
window! Eventually, they found
him contemplating by the lake and
asked him what was going on.

Mendel explained that he has an
idea for color war, but he doesn't
know if the world can handle it, he
went on to explain that his idea is
so powerful that Gan Yisroel may Mendel Azimov with Levi Shemtov and Levi Katz
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years,  I like the way you think, you
remind me of myself when I was
younger, passionate about life and
full of creativity. 

Mendel was overjoyed by what his
director told him and immediately
went to Rabbi Gourarie’s office to
discuss what he should do. Upon
hearing the idea Rabbi Gourarie
nearly jumped out of his chair,
“YES! that's exactly what this camp
needs!” Mendel shared his concern
about his fellow head counselors
being against the idea and Rabbi
Gourarie assured him that it will all
work out in the end. 

As Mendel turned the handle to
enter the head counselor's office,
he was greeted by smiles and hugs
from his fellow head staff, Levi
Shemtov explained that they are
officially following Mendel and he
has everyone's blessing and power
to do as he wishes with this idea. 

Infused with a fresh wave of
confidence Mendel ran into the
staff Zal and announced that this
year's color war and Shabbos will 

not be able to handle it! After much
pushing and convincing Mendel
shared his idea: the most amazing
and Chayisdike time of camp is
Friday night, color war is also an
amazing and Chayisdike time of
camp, so by combining the two the
outcome would be tremendous - a
color war Friday night.

Levi Shemtov nearly fainted, the
idea was tremendous but would it
work? Would the campers and staff
appreciate it? Would it be a color
war or Shabbos? Would one take
away from the other? As these
questions were flowing from his
lips, Levi Katz made a hasty
comment, without much thought,
that it would never work and it's
not happening.

Mendel was clearly distraught,
fearing that he was wrong to bring
it up. Levi Raichik took him to
decide and told him the strongest
and most empowering words he's
ever heard: “Mendel, not only do I
give you my blessing for this idea,
but I'd like to offer you the head
counselor job for the next five 

fall out on the same day, making
history in Gan Yisroel! At first, the
staff were confused, some staff
were in denial, some thought he
was joking, but over time the staff
became more and more excited
about the idea.

Moshiach war was broken out on
Wednesday night leaving many
campers confused about the
schedule, eventually, they came to
the conclusion that this year there
will be no grand sing. Little did
they know that major plans and
surprises were in store.

Wednesday night and Thursday
went by as any other color war
would, there were skits Wednesday
night, and Thursday the campers
learned Mishanyos, sang the theme
song, and watched their staff make
a fool of themselves on stage and
call it a play.

What the campers didn't see was
what went down on Thursday
night after lights out. Mendel stood
up on a bench in the lobby of the 

Mendel Azimov runs line-up on
color war from the Gan Yisroel

porch

Campers Watch on the second night of color war as the staff make a fool
of themselves on stage and call it a play
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were being placed on the beautiful
setup and props of the grand sing:
Simchas Torah in 770, and the
Siyum on the children's Sefer
Torah in Yerushalayim.

“10… 3. 2. 1. All staff please exit
the lobby, the justices will now be
marking the grand sing set up.”
About 20 minutes later, the
campers started filing into the
lobby, curious as to what the Seder
would be. After a warm
introduction by Mendel Azimov,
each team presented their theme
song followed by their theme
speeches, while utilizing the ability 

main building, every single staff
member around him in a big circle
and he gave the greatest speech of
his life.

“You may be wondering right now,
what's the plan, how will it work,
what will a Friday night grand sing
look like? Well, let me tell you!
Tomorrow night is the most
important night of your lives, you
will never be the same after going
through such an experience. The
grand sing will be set up tonight,
the justices will be marking two and
a half hours before Shabbos, make
sure the place looks beautiful before
then.” As Mendel continued his
long and detailed speech, the staff
began to light up, everything was
coming together and it was coming
together very well.

The next day started as any normal
second day of color war. After
learning the Alma-Mater, campers
were dismissed to their room for
regular Shabbos clean-up, followed
by a lavish pre-Shabbos lunch. As
the campers got into their costumes
consisting of Shabbos clothing and
a small prop, the finishing touches 

to use the microphone. Before
Shkia, Gan Yisroel went into
Shabbos mode, the microphone
was removed and Mrs. Gourarie lit
Shabbos candles followed by
joyous singing of Shabbos songs.
After a truly amazing Kabbolas
Shabbos, Rabbi Gourarie made
Kiddush using a proper Becher
befitting a Friday night grand sing,
and campers were dismissed one
team at a time to wash for
Hamotzi. Upon returning to the
lobby they were handed an
overflowing plate full of delicious
Shabbos food, followed by more
Shabbos food and more Shabbos
food. 

Mendel Azimov taking his job seriously, listening to the Theme Speech while learning Rambam

After a warm introduction by Mendel Azimov, each team presented their
theme song followed by their theme speeches, while utilizing the ability to

use the microphone
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Finding a Becher befitting a Friday night Grand Sing

Throughout the entire “Friday Night Color War” everything went
very smoothly, besides for one thing. Mendel Azimov was adamant
that a proper Becher must be found for Rabbi Gourarie to use for
Kiddush on the first every Friday night grand sing!

Mendel Steinmetz, Gan Yisroel’s professional shopper, and Mendel’s
best friend searched the entire Tustin but to his utter dismay and
much in despair, he returned to camp empty-handed. 

Mendel Azimov in a moment of strength and leadership looked his
dearest friend in the eye and told him “Mendel, I believe in you, you
can do this, find us that Becher!” Mendel Steinmetz now more
confident than ever jumped in the car and went straight to dollar
general, where he found the perfect replacement for a Becher.

Azimov’s smile on his face was more than enough for Steinmetz to be
satisfied with his purchase. Later that night Rabbi Gourarie was
presented with a beautiful glass measuring cup, purchased by our
dear shopper, to make Kiddush on.

The Alma-mater was sung and the
Farbrengen continued deep into
the night. After lights out the staff
continued Farbrenging about the
Toichen and the life-changing
experience they had over the past
two days.

The next morning, campers were
shocked to find the entire camp
clean of any evidence that a color
war just transpired. Thanks to the
amazing cleaning crew in a nearby
camp in Kalkaska, it looked like
color war never happened, but to
the surprise of everyone the
atmosphere of color war was as
strong as ever, and Gan Yisroel
experienced a very special Shabbos
day.

Mendel Azimov became a national
hero! He pulled off the impossible
and made Gan Yisroel history. The
staff were forever grateful for
Mendel's inspiration. His fellow
head counselors were honored to
have an associate capable of so
much.

At the end of the summer, Mendel
was presented with the 4-H ‘Friday
nights a vort’ award and was added
to a long list of Gan Yisroel
legends. 

Campers of this summer, will
forever remember this truly special
moment, a grand sing on Friday
night is not common, those who
were Zoche to see it, were Zoche,
and those who weren't will have to
accept only hearing about it.

The final picture taken on photographer, Yossi Sassonkin's camera before
Shkia, campers are seen here singing, preparing to usher in the holy

Shabbos on the holy day of color war
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FRESH AIR
ENCOUNTERS

It was Pesach of 5781 when Levi
was offered to spend his year
learning in the Upper West Side of
Manhattan, Levi being a person
who always stayed away from the
hustle and bustle of the busy city so
he can focus on his learning, was
not enthusiastic about this offer,
how would he be able to focus on
his learning with so much
happening around him. 

Mordechai Rosenzweig, his trusted
friend, and manager reached out
and suggested they go together to
Manhattan as a Chavrusa, after
hearing Levi's concerns, Mordechai
assured him that he will ensure that
they can focus properly on his
learning and the distractions are
only distracting if you let them be. 

Levi accepted the offer and began
his learning after Tishrei of 5782. In
the beginning, the Beis Medrash
was located on a quiet street in
Hamilton Heights, far from the

busy streets of the Upper West
Side. Around Chanukah time the
Beis Medrash was officially moved
to Amsterdam Ave and 93rd Street,
a busy area of Manhattan. 

Levi's fears immediately became
reality after the move, the streets
were always full, noises and funky
smells would often seep through
the doors of the Beis Medrash.
Often when he would take a break
outside people would approach
him with all sorts of questions,
some were of religious matters,
others were for directions and
sometimes it was as simple as
asking where one can use a
bathroom. 

Slowly Levi began enjoying his
time on the street encountering
people of young and old. In Levi's
words: "every person has a story, a
reason for his existence, something
that gets him out of bed in the
morning, although we may not

BEHIND THE NAME.

'Fresh Air Encounters' represents
two things. For starters it's a basic
description of what this
organization does: encounters
people in the fresh air of the
Upper West Side. 

On a deeper level, all human
beings breath the same fresh air
that Hashem provides us with,
through a short discussion we can
see what else we have in common
aside from the air we breath. 

"Excuse sir, are you a Rabbi," "Why yes I am," answered HC Levi Katz to a man he's never met before. This is a
common encounter for Levi who is spending his year studying for his Rabbinical degree in the Upper West Side
section of Manhattan. In fact, Levi has so many of these special encounters that he started a new organization
called 'Fresh Air Encounters' with the goal of bringing joy, peace and faith to the people of the Upper West Side. 

The Launchers sat with Levi and his manager, Mordechai Rosenzweig, to get the full story.

Inspiring people on the street
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share that same reason or story, we
sure can learn a lot from each
other's life!"

One day Levi had a most
interesting encounter which
inspired him to turn this small
hobby of his into a campaign to
spread happiness and  peace.

Michael Ifrach was a young man
living in Haifa when he had a
strange dream of a Rabbi which
inspired him to move out of Israel
eventually settling in Montreal.
While there he was visited by some
Bochurim on Mivtzoim who told
him about the Rebbe in Brooklyn,
when they showed him a picture of
the Rebbe he almost fainted, that
was the Rabbi from his dream!
Determined to meet the Rebbe,
Michael went to New York and
merited to receive a dollar from the
Rebbe's holy hand. Michael went
on to share other interesting
dreams he had, revealing to Levi
that he is the son of the holy
Ramban and knows how and when
Moshiach will come. 

This encounter started with getting
Michael to put on Tefillin and 

ended with him committing to
come to the Shachris Minyan at
Chabad every single day!

Stories like these pushed Levi to
establish the 'Fresh Air Encounters'
with the goal of bringing joy, peace,
and faith to the people of the
Upper West Side. 

Boruch Hashem Levi and
Mordechai were happy to report 

REPORTING ON LOCAL NEWS.

As the 'Fresh Air Encounters' was growing a global following, the
administration took the opportunity to grow their reach and began
reporting on local news and events. With Levi spending much of his time
on the streets of the Upper West Side encountering people, he would
often see things going around him that were not right. 

Levi was instrumental in arranging a documentary on the dangers of
road crossing in the Upper West Side, specifically the corner of 93rd and
Amsterdam, the scene of many "close calls" connected to an unlawful
road crossing. 

The 'Fresh Air Encounters' was the only local news outlet that had the
opportunity to interview a local Hero and member of Chabad of the
West Side named Greg Basarabi, after he saved a homeless women's life
after she was run over on that very corner.  This and many other stories
helped the 'Fresh Air Encounters' secure a place in the top local news
outlets, right below the 'Upper West News'.

Meeting Michael Ifrach, son of the Ramban and the official
bagel eater of Chabad of the West Side

that over the past 3 months that the
'Fresh Air Encounters' was in
service, hundreds of Jews and Non-
Jews alike were greeted warmly,
offered to lay Tefillin, taught the
seven Noahide laws, encouraged to
share their inspiration and
personal feelings and much more.

Levi feels that sharing these
seemingly simple and basic
encounters with his friends and
family will show others how
important and easy it is to lift
someone up and give them the
extra push they need to get through
the day.

The Launchers visited Levi in
Manhattan to see him in action
and saw many encounters first
hand. The joy on people's faces
after a simple "hello" or "good
afternoon" was truly magical. 
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Launch into a
whole new age!
Spend the day of Yud-Aleph Nissan
Like a Chossid should

There is no question that every single camper spent the past few months preparing
for the special milestone that is now finally here - Yud Aleph Nissan 120 years!

 
Chevreh! the day has arrived but the work is not over yet, there are a number of

important and special things which are listed below that a Chossid can and should
definitely do on this special day.

Go on Mivtzoim 

Sing the new niggun
with your family

Learn the new Kapitel

Give tzedaka to the
Rebbe’s mosdos

Write to the Rebbe Join a joyous farbrengen

Send a picture of your list filled out to get a special mention from
the launchers in the upcoming magazine. And don't forget to

send in the checklist from last month's magazine to win amazing
prizes!

Visit 11nissan.com for more 
yud-aleph nissan resources!
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All the Chosidel’s
gather for an

amzing Event!

Emt Mendel
Goldstein getting
involved! Making
sure all chosidels

enjoy their ice
cream!!

We all got put cones, and our
amazing staff filled our cones

up with ice cream and toppings,
oh, don’t forget about the

chocolate milk!

knowing that I'll be back next year 

Finally we played
an amazing

game!
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We all went to our
rooms, put on our

white shirt and
headed to the

Chosidel rally!

We watched a
sicha and
answered

questions!

We said pesukim, got tickets,
some even won prizes! 
But we all won the most

importnat prize, a new chayus!

knowing that I'll be back next year 

Wow! 
What a rally!

Chossidel Rally in review
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THIS IS the

BIGGEST
GYYR

MAGAZINE

EVER!!!

DID YOU KNOW?
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Pictures Of Staff

Learning never ends

Brothers?

How do you drive this thing?

Hey! No pictures!

Bonus: BMD hc meir in a

good mood as purim was

just beginging!

Stop! Are you launched?

Photogropher 5782?

Best friends!

“Amongst majestic

mountains “
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Staff as campers

levi kalmanson

Levi spalter

Mendel Angyalfi

bouns! guess who?!

arik saying goodbye to his

tatty!

yosef wolfman and yisroel zweibel

head lifgaurd mendel lazerof 

chaim goldberg!

levi greenberg
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The Nissan magazine is in honor of our camp director,
without him camp and GYYR would not be possible

משה שיחי' שם-טוב

We wish him only revealed good, nachas from his children,
success in his shlichus, and success in making the whole

world turn into Gan Yisroel!
 

"Thank you Rabbi Shemtov"


